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The history of Anatolia intertwined and layered manner is composed of many 

historical mosaic of culture. In this chronology, we see the Anatolian Seljuk State 

in the administration of the era when Turkish identity was set up in Asia Minor. 

This state has become an important force especially in the 11
th
 and 13

th
 

centuries, even if it is not absolute in commercial, military and economic. At that 

time, the continuity of the state union was due to the intense trade and lack of 

scarcity in the country. The Seljuks were aware of this. With the expansion of 

Anatolian Seljuk State borders, which gives importance to the trade, new road 

networks have been formed and the existing ones have been strengthened. Old 

Anatolian cities such as Konya, Kayseri, Sivas and Erzurum have become 

important trade centers. It is necessary to ensure the safety of the roads and 

caravans in all of this commercial activity in the country. Caravanserais and 

khans were constructed on the roads to meet the needs of the caravans in order 

to stay and to continue their way. These buildings, which have an enclosed 

architecture with thick masonry walls, look like a castle and have become a 

power show. Anatolian Selcuklu period caravanserais show different features 

than the previous accommodation structures. In this study, the change of the 

commercial activities and accommodation during the history and the spatial 

organization, plan typologies and functions of the Anatolian Seljuk 

Caravanserai constructions are discussed. 

 

 

Development of Historical Roads and Trade Concept 

 

Since the beginning of history roads of economic, social and military terms it 

has had a great importance all the time. Transportation of commodities, military 

movements and communication between societies have always been achieved 

through means. Therefore, all civilizations throughout history have made great 

efforts to maintain their power. The roads have continued to exist in every period 

of mankind. With the development of mankind and civilizations, paths have also 

developed. 

People used the natural ways of shaping animals in the early times. These 

roads, also known as 'goat roads' formed by animal tracks, have been transformed 

into patrols and pedestrian paths with increasing use over time. Some of these 

roads are also the basis of today's roads.
1
  

Bridges, caravanserais and other accommodation structures, towers, 

landmarks, postal organizations and similar structures have been the most 

important elements in understanding the ways the caravans have passed. The 

shortest, most reliable and unstable routes between the two points were determined 
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when the routes were formed. Being close to water resources is important in terms 

of the location of the roads and settlements, such as land ruggedness, desert, 

climate.
2
 These roads have taken many years to form. 

Some roads have gained importance in some periods of history. The routes 

used have changed for various reasons and have been characterized by various 

names in the period. Some of these routes, named according to the commercial 

goods they carry and their functions. Examples of these routes are the Hittites, the 

roads of the Assyrian trade columns, the Persian King Road, the Roman Road and 

the Byzantine road network, and the Silk Road (see Figure 1).
3
 

 

 
Figure 1. Important Historical Trade Roads 
Source: https--financialtribune.com-articles-economy-business-and-markets-64638-iran-s-role-in-

new-silk-road-emphasized. 

 

 

Chronological Investigation of Architectural Buildings of Historical 

Accommodation Structures 

 

As you can see in every period of trade, there are ways, depending on supply 

and demand. With the development of roads, cities, states, countries and continents 

are connected. These travels within the country or between countries have been 

quite long and difficult. These trips, which last for days and sometimes months, 

have been made at certain distances to accommodate the caravan's accommodation 

and needs. Another aim of these structures was to protect caravan's property and 

life safety. The architectural characteristics of the accommodation structures, plan 
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schemes and functions vary according to various periods and the conditions of the 

period.
4
  

The name Mansiones Veredariorum was given on the commercial roads in the 

Romans. These structures were built about 75 km from each other. These 

structures, from the first official buildings of the Romans, along with functions such 

as the accommodation of the travelers and the caravans, shelter of the animals as 

well as provided the road safety of commanders and statesmen.
5
 But they were 

devastated over time because they were built on a small scale and with weak 

structure. The Sangarios Bridge in Adapazarē can be an example of the 'Mansiones 

Veredariorum' structure, which is made up of vaulted spaces on the east side.
6
 (See 

Figure 2). 

 

 
Figure 2. Structure that is Thought of as a House near the Justinianus Bridge, 

Adapazarē 
Source:https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dosya:Sangarius_Bridge,_Justinyen_K%C3%B6pr%C3%BCs

%C3%BC.JPG. 

 

In areas close to the border during the Roman period especially in the 4
th
 

century, castrum for the garrison was built in strategically important regions. 

Generally, these structures were made in Mesopotamia to defend against Europe 

from the west, and Persian from the east. 
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Some of the castra with axially symmetrical planes in the center were later 

transformed into settlement centers by the expansion of the boundaries. Towers 

were built at regular intervals on long facades.
7
 In some sources, it was said that 

the accommodation was also inspired by Romanôs castrum and Sasaniôs structures. 

Müller likened the scrolls in the castles to the corners of Iranian caravanserais. 

Rahmi Hüseyin Ünal mentioned that the Daya Hatun Caravanserai, located in 

Turkmenistan, reminds of the courtyards of the castles of the porticoed courtyard 

typology (see Figures 3-4). 

 

 
Figure 3. Roman Castra Schematic Visual 
Source: https://tr.pinterest.com/pin/290763719686938530/.  
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Figure 4. Plan of Roman Castra 
Source: https://tr.pinterest.com/pin/574631233679187911/?lp=true. 

 

During the Byzantine era, the accommodation was named 'Xenodochium'. 

According to Texier, these buildings are the basis for caravanserais and urban 

khans.
8
 The distance between these accommodation structures located on important 

and crowded roads under the rule of the Byzantine Empire is about 50 km.
9
 The 

distance between the constructs takes 8-10 hours on foot. Given the average speed 

a person will reach on foot; approximately 38-40 km is the route that the caravan 

will take in a day. It's a range. The caravans walked one day and stayed in the 

place they had stayed that night and continued on their way again in the morning. 

The 50 km average here is an average expression. The point to be noticed here is 

that the road condition, geography, season and climate conditions should be 

considered. According to this, the road can be lengthened or shortened. 

Marco Polo mentioned that there were many main roads to the east of Europe 

in the 8th century and the existence of towns 25-30 km from each other on these 

roads. In these towns there are post offices ójambsô to meet the needs of the 

passengers. The stations were spacious accommodate the statesmen of the period 

and even the kings. The needs of these stations have been met by the nearest town 

and they have said that there are 400 horses ready. Another name for the stations, 

Jamb, it is of Mongol origin according to Lemke. In Persian, it means the same as 

'jan' which means guest house or postal stations.
10

 

Historic structures on roads were also found to stay in Mongolian. Mongol 
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emperor Ghengiz Khan built postal station on main roads taking samples from 

Chinese.
11

  

In the 7
th
 century B.C. there are 68 khans built between China and the Uyghur 

State for military purposes. Emel Esin mentioned about the existence of military 

fortresses and fortresses in order to ensure the safety of the roads in the commercial 

caravans and to control traderôs property. Mustafa Cezar says that some of these 

inns are made by the Chinese and some by the Turks.
12

 Today is also called the 

óTchanô these structures in China.
13

 

Another example of historical accommodation is ribatlar; In the period 

between 8th-11th century and the strengthening of the Islamic state, it emerges to 

the north of Central Asia and Africa. Ribat is derived from the root of the RBT in 

Arabic, which means order, obedience, direction, regulation, control, heartiness, 

vigilance in the important place.
14

 As you can see, word root is not about 

accommodation. 

Iran, Mesopotamia, Transoxiana (MǕ WarǕᾹ al- Nahr) lands were seized when 

Islam spread. It has long and difficult processes to keep this place in its possession. 

Iran, who had just met with Islam, created control units at the border to protect the 

authority in Transoxiana and to ensure the safety of the roads. These cities, which 

are important in terms of military and administration, have been brought in by 

experienced and certain members of the family who dominate the region.
15

 It is 

understood from these expressions that the ribats were built at the border of the 

military and religious center in the early days of Islam. Many fortresses were built 

on the military road where the ribats were located or a settlement center was built. 

Especially in the structure of the castle, it goes back to Merve Part Sassanian 

period. Although there is a difference in functioning between these qualities and 

ribats, the space organisms resemble each other. Some of the remains of the 

Sassanian period were also used for defensive purposes during the period when the 

region was Islamic. One of these remains is Çilburç Castle, which was used in the 

Seljuk Period.
16

 This structure has not reached to daylight. 

With the strengthening of the Islamic state, new lands were seized in Central 

Asia. As the surface area grows, new borders have formed and new defenses have 

been built on these borders. In particular, the number of defense structures called 

ribat in the Transoxiana region has increased. According to Ibn Hallikan, 10,000 

ribats were built in the Transoxiana region. After expanding the borders, the bibs 

remaining in the inner parts have lost the castle function and have been used with 

different functions such as accommodation and trade.
17

   

The general plans of the Ribat are composed of spaces that meet needs such 
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as warehouses, stables, mosques, shaped around a courtyard in the middle. 

Another important feature of the Ribats is the spectator lifts, which are also used as 

minarets.
18

 When viewed from the outside, it is surrounded by high walls, 

providing a strong appearance. The soldiers used to serve as defense structures and 

were prepared for the campaigns. 

The oldest biblical example that came up to the sun is the building remains in 

Timriz (Uzbekistan), also known as the caravanserai, dating to the 8
th
 century. It 

forms a massive mass with the masonry walls and reinforcements at its corners. 

Sousse Ribat, one of the oldest examples, was built in 821 AD. It is important for 

the understanding of the ribat architecture that the plan and the architectural 

features of the building are now available for reading. It has a rectangular plan and 

there are towers in the middle of the walls at the corners of the structure (see 

Figures 5-7). It is two floors and there is no visual communication outside the 

window of masjid.
19

  

 

 
Figure  5. Sousse Ribat, Tunisia Courtyard and Tower 
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ribat_of_Sousse#/media/File:Medina_of_Sousse-130323.jpg. 
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Figure 6. Sousse Ribat, Tunisia General View 
Source: https://tr.pinterest.com/pin/488570259551849184/?lp=true. 

 

 
Figure 7. Sousse Ribat, Tunisia Plan 
Source: https-__islamansiklopedisi.org.tr_suse-ribati. 

 

In the 8
th
 century, the functions of the ribats that built on the border with the 

defense purpose have changed with the spread of Islam and the expansion of the 
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boundaries of the Arabs, in the 10
th
 century, the trade routes and main road 

network in the Transoxiana region are now covered by the country's land. The 

defending ribats became a meeting place for accommodation stations or religious 

meetings. This is also the case for the definitions of lodge, ózaviyaô*, fortress.
20

  

The Turks were usually influenced by the culture and civilization of the Arab 

geography by meeting with Islam and gradually accepting Muslims. There have 

been many architectural influences. One of them has also been ribats that 

continuing the accommodation function. In the first Muslim Turkish states, khans 

and caravanserais were called ribat. The first ribat in Turks were built during the 

Karahanlēôs and Gazneliôs era. The earliest example of ribat is Ribat-ē Mahi, which 

was built by Gazneli Mahmud between 1019-1020. The other one is Ribat-ē Melik, 

which was built between the years of 1079-1080 in Karahanlēôs period
21

 (see 

Figures 8-9). 

 

 
Figure 8. Ribat-ē Malik General View 
Source: https://okuryazarim.com/ribat-i-melik-kervansarayi/. 
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Figure 9. Ribat-ē Malik Plan 
Source: https://okuryazarim.com/ribat-i-melik-kervansarayi/. 

 

 

Seljuk Period in Anatolia and Anatolian Seljuk Caravanserais 

 

By the arrival of the Turks to Anatolia, Turks took the place of the Arabs in 

the battle with Byzantium. By the end of the 11
th
 century, the Byzantine was 

weakened. In Anatolia commercial life has lost its former vitality and roads have 

been used for military purposes.
22

 

The demographic and political structure of Anatolia has begun to change and 

it has faced more with Byzantine and European Turks. After Malazgirt Turks 

started to come to Anatolia (see Figures 9-10). Anatolian roads deserted with the 

use of the sea route over Egypt in the centuries have been revitalized with the 

provision of road safety.
23

   

Seljuk State knows the importance of trade and trade routes of Anatolia, 

Seljuks gave importance to the security and development of the road. Black Sea 

and the new ports and ports in the Mediterranean by establishing the city of trade, 

Anatolia, the interior has allowed them to enter. Caravan trade is not only in the 

form of taking and leaving goods, but in every point of residence there is a 

commercial activity and a development in the places where it is hosted enriches 
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Anatolian cities.
24

 

A lot of work has been done to keep the commercial life alive and to ensure 

road safety. At the beginning of the 13
th
 century Antalya was taken over by 

Gēyaseddin Keyh¿srev and worked to become a free trade center. Faced with the 

low cost of maritime trade, many conveniences have been provided to direct 

traders to land trade and to stimulate land trade and to encourage local and foreign 

merchants. The deal was signed with the Venetians, the main trading state, and the 

taxes in the ports were removed. Trade agreements with foreign states have been 

made.
25

 

When we look at the existing road route during Anatolian Seljuk period; with 

Konya being the capital city we see that the road network started from Ķstanbul and 

left Konya in the southeast and northeast direction. One of these roads reached the 

Antakya from the Gülek Passing by going south. The other way was to go from 

Kayseri, Sivas, Erzurum and then Iran to the north-east of Konya.
26

 

During the Seljuk period, the northern southern line in Anatolia also came 

from the most important road routes. Especially after the 13
th
 century, this route, 

which has increased in importance, has been connected to Trabzon through the 

Black Sea via Sivas and Malatya, a road network starting from Baghdad and 

Aleppo. Sivas was the intersection of the roads leading to these three regions and 

the 11th-13th. It has become an important trade center for centuries. 

The transit route from here to Iran, where Trabzon is an important port in the 

12
th
 and 13

th
 centuries, has directed the Seljuks to the Black Sea ports. The Seljuks 

wanted to seize the ports of Sinop and Samsun and to pass the commercial road 

network from Anatolia. Sinop was seized in 1214 to connect the Black Sea ports 

to Anatolia. With the Armenian kingdom in Cilicia threatening Aleppo, 1214 

Aleppo flights were made and the road was opened to safe traffic. Located 

between Kayseri and Malatya, 'Yabunlu Bazaar' is an international fair. This 

shows how active Anatolian trade is in that period.
27

 

With the seizure of Sinop and Alanya, the road to Iran from Alanya, Antalya, 

Konya, Aksaray, Kayseri, Sivas, Erzincan and Erzurum entered into Seljuk 

control. The same road separates south from Sivas; Malatya, Diyarbakir, Mardin, 

Mosul to Baghdad and Basra. Another road network starting from Istanbul was 

reached from Izmit, Iznik, Eskisehir, Aksehir, Konya, Ulukisla, Adana, Aleppo, 

and Damascus to Egypt. As you can see; there are many road networks in the 

Anatolian lands during the Anatolian Seljuk period. The main road network has 

been preserved by the topographic and economic conditions; to build trade, 

caravans have built many caravanserais, inns and ribs to provide road safety and 

accommodation (see Figure 10.)
28
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Figure 13. Anatolian Roads in the Seljuk Period 
Source: Darendeli, 2018. 

 

As Anatolia has become a transit center in highway trade, cultural exchange 

has been experienced besides goods and services. The architectural characteristics 

of various civilizations from Asia to Iran have changed according to the 

topographic, climatic and administrative conditions of Anatolia and created a 

unique model. The Seljuks built their own unique culture and civilization with 

their administrative structures strengthened by their own experience. They have 

found inventive works in architecture and art. Caravansaries were also the most 

important examples of this inventive architect (see Figure 11). 

 

 
Figure 11. Anatolian Seljuk Caravanserais on Trade Roads 
Source: https://www.cekulvakfi.org.tr/haber/ipek-yolu-kultur-yolu-haritasi. 

 

When we look at the origin of the caravanserai term, it is understood that the 

word "karban" is derived from Persian. "Karban" is the place where the passengers 

https://www.cekulvakfi.org.tr/haber/ipek-yolu-kultur-yolu-haritasi
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are staying and staying overnight; "Karbanserai" means the place where the trader 

works. Over time this expression has turned into a "caravanserai". It is a structure 

that allows travelers and caravans to travel from one settlement to another, to meet 

their various needs, to connect their animals, and to secure the passengers safely 

until the sunrise the next day. 

Anatolian Seljukian period caravanserais and khans, some of the inscriptions 

(stone tablets) on the name of the building was seen as ribat. This is a sign that the 

concept of caravanserai and inn is the continuation of ribats.
29

 But in plan design, 

materials and functions; there have been changes depending on period and 

geography. Built in Iran and Central Asia between the 10
th
  and 13

th
  centuries, the 

khans are generally shaped around a courtyard. In the first Turkish states, ribates 

are generally square or rectangular in plan. It was from the courtyard and the 

courtyard in the middle of the revolving places. On the four sides, there are "iwan 

(eyvan)" in the middle. This form has been the continuation of a tradition of home 

from Central Asia. The building material used is adobe, brick or stone depending 

on the region.
30

 Anatolian Seljuk caravanserai are very rich in terms of plan 

schematics. There are only examples of courtyard caravanserai which is the 

continuation of tradition coming from Central Asia. In addition to this, there are 

only indoor caravanserai examples which are made according to geographical and 

economic conditions. In more advanced plan examples, there is a closed space and 

a courtyard that opens to it.
31

  

 

Foundation Administration and Operation in Anatolian Seljuks Caravanserai 

 

When you look at the social and cultural structure of the Seljuks, there are two 

important institutions besides the state structure. These are óahilikô and 

"foundation (waqf)"organizations. Leaders of the state could establish themselves 

a foundation or donated to the foundation. Depending on the organization of the 

foundation, more activities were carried out in the country. Khans, caravanserais, 

bridges, hospitals and madrasahs have been built. Buildings such as mosques, 

hospitals, caravanserais which are connected to the foundations make their own 

administration, managed by incomes and donations, and the foundations are not 

traded.
32

 In the caravanserais connected to the foundation system, the three day 

expenses of the Muslims and non-Muslims were covered by the foundation.
33

 

In Anatolia in the Ottoman period, the road network has changed and some 

roads have lost importance and deserted. The caravanserais on these roads have 

been abandoned. Over time, they have been devastated by weather conditions, 

human-induced causes and non-use. The number of caravanserais in Anatolia that 

have remained in rural areas and are in ruins is quite high. The most important 
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resources that we can reach the information about these structures are 'foundations'. 

As we have seen in Romans and Byzantines, the distance between 

caravanserais in the Anatolian Seljuks is the distance a caravan can take in a day. 

Approximately 35-40 km. It is a "manzil". Therefore, the caravanserais are also 

called the manzil khans.
34

 

The city khans are different from the manzil khans and are in harmony with 

the urban texture. It is usually commercial function. Because cities are surrounded 

by ramparts and safety is partly provided, there is no need for a defense like in the 

manzil khans. It usually consists of rows of rooms lined up two floors around a 

courtyard. The ground floor is used for stables, warehouses and commercial 

purposes, and the first floors are used for accommodation purposes.
35

  

Many khans and caravanserais were built on the roads for accommodation 

and commerical purposes. Especially in the time of I. Alaeddin Keykubad, the 

importance of zoning activities was given. Aksaray and Tuzhisar Sultankhan, the 

most spectacular caravanserais of Anatolia, were built during this period.
36

 

 

Space Organization and Architectural Features of the Anatolian Seljuk 

Caravanserais 

 

The Anatolian Seljuk caravanserais are a continuation of Central Asia and 

have their own architectural solutions. In Anatolian Selçuklu caravanserais, space 

fiction constitutes two main elements. The courtyards are covered with courtyards. 

These also vary within themselves. Courtyards; open and semi open spaces. In the 

closed areas, no parting is done. The function of the room used is understood from 

the elevations used and the shapes used to serve humans or animals.
37

 

The caravanserai built during the Anatolian Seljuk period is a castle view 

from the outside. The inside, however, is quite lively both commercially and 

socially. There are places such as overnight accommodation, mescit, hamam, 

kitchen, infirmary, barn and fountain which will respond to the needs of the 

caravans.
38

 

The location of the caravanserais may differ according to the geography, who 

made it, and the period. We can say that the enclosed area exists in all. It is 

understood from the presence of two monumental portals in the structure that the 

courtyard was later enclosed in courtyard caravansaray. Probably first a closed 

section was made, a courtyard was made in front of the entrance door in case of 

improvement of conditions or necessity of people.
39

 

Caravanserais in Anatolia are also known by their names of father (bâni). The 

khan built by the sultans, "Sultankhan" name is given. It is more spectacular and 

more monumental than the other caravanserais. The Aksaray-Konya road is 
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located on Aksaray Sultankhan and Kayseri-Sivas road is located on Tuzhisarē 

Sultankhan. The general architectural structure of these two "Sultankhan" was also 

similar. The courtyard is entered and the enclosed section is passed through the 

portico units turning around the courtyard. The closed section is not partitioned 

here as in the more modest examples, but the functional differences are determined 

by the heights formed in the ground.
40

  

Various plan schemes have emerged according to the person, concentration, 

economic conditions, and climate of the caravanserais. Erdmann collects 

caravanserais under three main headings. Ayĸēl Tikel Yavuz also adds a special 

typology of the focal points of khans.
41

 In this study, examine caravanserais in 4 

main headings according to this information. 

 

Plan Typology 

 

1. Closed Space Planned Caravanserais 

2. Closed Space and Courtyard Planned Caravanserais 

3. Courtyard  Planned Caravanserais 

4. Concentric Planned Caravanserais 

 

Closed space planned caravanserais 

 

This plan typology which consists only of indoor space is often unfinished 

before the courtyards are completed. For this reason it only consists of closed 

space. There are also khans designed as closed spaces during the first construction 

period. An example of this is ķarapsa Khan. Between the years 1236-1246 was 

built during the Sultan II. Gēyaseddin Kevhusrev period.
42

 The khan on Alanya-

Antalya is also known as "ķarapsa", "ķarabsa", "Sarafĸa"   or "Sarafsa". The 

structure consists of a single closed space with a rectangular plan (see Figure 12). 

This enclosed space is covered with a pointed barrel vault extending in the east-

west direction. A masjid was added to the east side of the structure in the north-

south direction.  
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Figure 12. ķarapsa Khan(Antalya) General View 
Source: https-//www.semerkanddanbosnaya.com/portfolio/sarapsa-han/.jpg. 

 

The upper cover of the masjid is a barrel vault extending in a north south 

direction. Structure, with the added mescit portion covers an area of approximately 

11.50 x 71.00 m. The structure which has a long rectangular plan has rectangular 

shaped struts at equidistant distances on the north and south facades structure 

having a long rectangular plan is situated equidistant to each other in a rectangular 

form struts. The eastern and western facades are supported in the middle by 

triangles in the form of struts. There is a portal on the northern edge of the building 

that opens into the interior. (See Figure 19) All the facade spinning dykes at the 

level of the roof gave the building a castle view.
43

 (See Figures 13-16). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Figure 13. ķarapsa Khan Detail  
Source: http://www.anadoluselcuklumimarisi.com/picture/388_18_14.jpg. 
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