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President's Message
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without any costs (submission, processing, publishing, open access paid
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presentations at any of the many small events (conferences,
symposiums, forums, colloquiums, courses, roundtable discussions)
organized by ATINER throughout the year and entail significant costs

of participating . The intellectual property rights of the submitting

papers remain with the author. Before you submit, please make sure

your paper meets the basic academic standards which includes proper

English. Some articles will be selected from the numerous papers that
have been presented at the various annual international academic
conferences organized by the different divisions and units of the Athens
Institute for Education and Research. The plethora of papers presented
every year will enable the editorial board of each journ al to select the
best, and in so doing produce a top-quality academic journal. In
addition to papers presented, ATINER will encourage the independent
submission of papers to be evaluated for publication.

The current issue is the second of thesixth volume of the Athens Journal

of Mediterranean Studie$AIJMS), published by the Athens Institute for

Education and Research
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President
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Othering Muslims?
A Content Analysis of the Spanish Press Coverage

By Rafael Durah

By conducting a media frame analysis, the airthis paper is to know whether

and to what extent the Spanishlaage r cul at i on qual ity newspape
Pa2s6 and éLa Vanguardiad portray Musl i ms
and problematic 6ot her 6. Vanureafttheons accor di

events reported are observed. This is an empirical and longitudinal content
analysis examining the full coverage (432 texts, once news related to terrorism
were excluded) throughout an entire year (2017). Insofar as the media shape
public opinbn, to analyse media symbolic construction of Muslims and Islam as
included/excluded, diverse/monolithic, and friendly/threatening may be helpful
in trying to explain perceptions and attitudes toward them. Findings
demonstrate (i) that the Spanish mediaerage is more homogenising than
exclusive, although it presents both Islamophobic traits, and (i) that it is more
balanced in its framing of Muslims and Islam as a problem, and in fact it tends
to portrays the Islamic as neproblematic. The democraticripciple of
pluralism of information is translated, in any case, into a plurality of frames. It
is tentatively concluded that the media have the potential to foster tolerance by
providing balanced coverage. The paper is expected to further contribute to
comparative investigations.

Keywords: Spain, Islam, Muslims, Frame theory, Islamophobia.

Introduction

According to the Union of Muslim Communities in Spain (UCIDE, as in
Spanish)t he @A Mu s | i nresidimgjnuHiseéSouth &urapeancountry
almostreached 1.95 million people (4.2% of total population) in 2017 (UCIDE
2018), thus amounting to close four hundred thousand more people than six years
before (UCIDE 2012). On the other hand, mostly Muslim Moroccans have become
the largest immigrant communitywihg in Spain® Like so many democracies,
Spain has also experienced a rise in attitudes of rejection and hate incidents against
Muslims along the last yeatsEurope as De Bellaigue (2018) points duh a s

'Research for this paper was funded by the Spanish Ministry of Economy, Industry and
Competitiveness, research patjgum. DER201-B4178P. An earlier version of this article was
presented at the $7Annual International Conference on Politics (Athens Institute for Education
and Research). The author acknowledge helpful feedback and comments from conference
participarts and invaluable suggestions from two anonymous reviewers.

"Associate Professor, University of Malaga, Spain.

“Official data are provided by the Spanish National Statistics Institute (https:/mwww.ine.es).

33ee the reports on Islamophobia in Europe byrthendation SETA ohttp://www.islamophobia
europe.com. As to the Spanish case, the annual reports by the Citizen Platform against Islamophobia
are available at http://plataformaciudadanacontralaislamofobia.org.
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become more antMuslim as it has become more Mus mohi sl nvi ew, las

long as the Muslim population continues to increase so quitkm will

continue to cause apprehensioh among very |
It is a widespread assumption, on the one hand, that liberal values and

individuals oflslamic faith and/or culture (Muslims hereinafter) are incompatible.

On the other, it is a common place to talk

(as if unique) towards Muslims and Islam (M&I hereinaftdy. questioning both

premises (Bowe and Mki 2016, Brown 2006, Greenberg and Miazhevich 2012),

the aim of this study is to analyse the image(s) of M&l that mass media are

portraying to the public in Spain the extent to which the Spanish press is

contributing to either inclusion or exclusionof Ml i ms as part of O6usé,

either the acceptance or rejection of c')the
press imposing a dichotomous vVvision <confr
0t hem, 6 the Oriental 60 ot (Baumén 201&,ahed 197 8) ,
Muslim 6éotherd (see also Said 1981)7? There

countries, but there is almost a research void regarding the Spanifif\sdsag
as the media are relevant in the process of public opinion buildirggworth
turning attention to the collective imaginary of M&l they contribute to shape.

It is not unusual to find critical opinions by Muslims themselves over the
di storted i mage that 0t h e aeptmmtdrviews portr ay
(ButlerSloss and Kessler 2015, Desrues and P¥raela 2008), in group
discussions (Mijares and Lems 2018) or in surveys (Ameli and Merali 2015).
Authors call for attention to the fact that this results in Muslims distancing
themselves from the society which they gart of (Kunst et al. 2012). It is a
critical comment usually made in generic terms, without empirical evidence to
support it, and not merely on the part of Muslims. It is the case of Alba {a non
Musl im aut hor) i n stati ngdrayadHskm asiiat he medi &
homogeneous and absorbent force (¢é) syste
and negativeo (Al ba 2 OFerker (20868926252),@0e b ol | a and
their own, contend that #Athe discriminator
throughout the European Union [is] a reflection of the deefed stereotypes that
are often echoed by the mass mediad (see a

“In the same vein, even though with regaririmigration, Kaufmann and Goodwin have observed

that opposition to immigration is higher the faster the rise of ethnic minority groups in relative terms

(2018).

't is widel y assumed 6the Westd to beedihe part of
its identity. Scholars have gone deep into the complex and historical explanation of such an identity

(Nemo 2005), while others challenge its very existence. Following Nemo, Western countries are

most European countries, Canada, the United Statedtrafia, New Zealand, various European

dependencies overseas, and maybe Israel. This paper does not intend either to uncritically assume

such list of countries or that Latin American countries, for instance, are not part of the West. In

using the Westmd ot & West er némajority-Msslimpdenoeaciesi s ref errin
that have experienced a double process during the last two decades: their Muslim population has

increased as a result of international migrations and they have been atjatsearist Islamists as

part of a war of civilizations.

®Martin et al(1997) and Zurbano et al. (2017) address the issue.
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The purpose of this study is to calibrate through quantitative content analysis
such assumed ds. In trying to answer the empirical questions stated above, we
will also ask the extent to which the media hold a unique or hegemonic narrative,
and whether possible differences among them are to be explained in ideological
and/or territorial terms. We ilvanalyse the coverage of three of the rresid
Spanish newspapembg El PaisandLa Vanguardia The next section provides
the theoretical framework of the paper. A section on methodology follows before
we discuss our results. The last section caledwith the central findings of this
research.

Islamophobia: A Research Issue

M&l have reached a Western media presence in the XXI century
unacknowledged previously. It has been a quantitative but also a qualitative
change. Even though the paradignitsipreviously observed (Brown 2006), it is
since the terrorist attacks on the USA on September 11, 2001, that the framing of
Mé&l as linked to fanaticism and a threat to the West becomes hegemonic
(Ruigrok and Van Atteveldt 2007)t happens to the dément of the previously
hegemonic image of the Islamic as exotic and sensual. As Berbers et al. (2016)
have put it, it is a tendency of the news sector in covering M&I that goes hand in
hand with the growing Islamophobia. For Corm (2004), a false dichotwmy

Afracture i maginaireo has been imposed b
0 t h @amélso Ibrahim, 2010, Saeed 2007). With the incidents of 9/11 acting as a

catal yst, media discourse is evoking Sai
they artec overing Muslim people as an O6otherd

(Ahmed and Matthes 2016, Cretwtamppi 2008). Even though recognising the
contribution of Said, authors such as Corral (2014: 8) understand that using the
term 01 sl amo p h odeitharttalkinggabautdrieatalisnp pr o p

Islamophobia is a form of racism. It implies the rejection of Muslims, not
because of their phenotypic traits, but because of their religious and/or cultural
identity. AntrIslamic racism is a narrative, an attitudad/@r a behaviour that
should not be confused with criticism of Islamic issues (Imhoff and Recker 2012).
It implies a rejection of Muslims as such in their entirety. In the extreme, such a
form of hatred implies a desire for Muslims to go badly or thatygimg so
di fferent from the 6usdé who rejects them
6our ® goods. I't is usually understood tha
rejection, thus withouthe need for the desire for evil to be present.

The fird Runnymede report (Richardson 1997) has become a landmark of
studies on Islamophobia (see., Anderson 2015, Bowey and Makki, 2016). It
defines Aunfounded hostility towards 1| sl a
most Musl i mso ods ed ghdn satseplelcatsi cof ficl os e d«
Islam: (1) whether Islam is seen as monolithic and static, or as diverse and

"As to the USA, the Dutch and the British cases, see respedtizetys and TorreReyna (2007),
Roggeband and Vliegenthart (200a)d Baker et al. (2013a).
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dynamic; (2) as other and separate, or as similar and interdependent; (3) as
inferior, or as different but equal; (4) as an aggvwesenemy or as a cooperative
partner; (5) as manipulative or as sincere, as well as (6) whether Muslim criticisms
of 6the Westd are rejected or debated; (7)
Muslims is defended or opposed, and (8) whethe\untlim discourse is seen as
natural or as problematic.
Alba (2015) has synthesised those eight aspects of Islamophobia into three

Amechani smso by means of which it is built
eventually exter mi nabslleiom ¢&tohteh erredd utcot i @ nn ed
threatening actor) and Aunassimilableo (di
Regarding refugees, Choul i ar aki and Zabol
strategieso of Asymbol i c bor drestingngo of t h
Asil encingo (the omission of wvoice in the
reduction of the individual to undifferentiated member of a presumed community),

and fAdecontextualizationo, or absence of

whenframing it. By focusing on the populist dimension of Islamophobia, Hafez
(2017, 2010) has introduced the concept of Islamophobic populism. He refers to
the populism that sees the people threatened, not by a perverse elite, but by Islam.
Like many others,his author understands that Islamophobes perceive Islam as a
homogeneous, static and monolithic body, on the one hand, and, on the other, as
reactionary, hostile, etc.

Most empirical studies on media coverage of M&I attend to the positive or
negative imagéhat is portrayed of them. In their review of the literature, Ahmed
and Matthes (2016) have concluded that both the negative representations and the
national topic of the integration of the Musliinaddressed as a problem as well
are common to the cotries under research. As Kaya (2017) has summed up, for
more than a decade most immigrants of Muslim background and their descendants
in European societies are often associated with illegality, crime, violence, drugs,
radicalism, fundamentalism, conflicésd many other aspects because of which
they are represented in a negative way. In their longitudinal case study of the
Dutch press, Roggeband and Vliegenthart (2007) observed that the Islamic aspect
appears in a prominent way as a threat to national reochgalues.

It is so because of issues such as the separation of church and state,
homosexuality, gender equality and freedon
cultural securityo on the part of the Mus]l
is added a the threat to physical and economic security, so present in the media
discourse about immigration. Islamic clothing use to be portrayed as a challenge to
the prevailing dress codes of secular or-Narslim society. The discourse
opposes Islam to the valsl of the Enlightenment and even to the values of
Christianity (Creutzamppi 2008} and it has nourished criticism of
multiculturalist policies in favour of assimilationist ones (Keskinen, 2014). As a
result, public opinion would not be exposed to thewdedge of the differences of
an equal fellow citizen, but to the otheri

8ash (2017) observes that xenophobic rgittg nationalists do not think of liberal values when
they fear Muslim threat to their culture. According to him, they define their identity in-ethno
cultural terms. That is why, in tatig about Germany, he counterpadsagiur to Zivilisation.
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turns out to be a -Ramppn20Q8i298gseesalsaBaumgrer 6 ( Cr
2016).

News Media Framing of Muslims and Islam

J o ur n a |bous doingfthings with words, not simply about using words
to report factso (Chouliaraki 2013: 268) .
so it is a Aperformative practiceo (Choul
media use three fundamental maaisms when informing and shaping public
opinion: they select the issues to be considered as news (thus contributing to set
the agenda of topics of public interest), hierarchise them, and adopt a point of
view, namely, the media help to understand andec@anmeaning on the reported
issues and their implications. The quantitative analysis of these aspects of
journalistic work (content analysis) and their impact on power relations is carried
out through the respective agersddting theory, priming theorgnd framing
theory. In Entmandés (2007: 163) words, th
of political power 0. As to M&l, the acad:
framing theory. It is a field of study still to be explored regarding the Sipaase.
This paper attempts to fill that void.
Authors who study media coverage by focusing on frames do analyse the
extent to which the media, in addition to setting the public agenda of topics, induce
in the public a way of understanding such issuesiese et al. 2011, Scheufele
and lyengar 2011, Scheufele and Tewksbury 2007). The media do not only
represent or mirror reality; they mostly frame it. Given that any news can be
covered in different ways, and since the way in which it is covered byat@m
conditions the cognitive and attitudinal processing, frames are what leads to
interpreting the same issue differently based on the one adopted. According to the
classic definition by Entman (1993), framing entails defining problems, diagnosing
causesmaking moral judgements, and suggesting remedies. The definition of the
problem or issue implies the identification of the group or individual (the subject).
It is an aspect that in turn has made it advisable to attend to sources and voices
which news tets are elaborated with, especially in order to see the extent to which
the subjects themselves are present in the stories, namely, whether or not they are
isubjects of voiced (CHbigthoughrad suthaand Zab
mechanism that the edia certainly do not determine (Bowe et al. 2015), but
induce opinions, attitudes and ultimately behaviours.
Media effects on those who are exposed to them is also observed regarding
M&I. Ahmed and Matthes (2016) confirm in their review of the literatbes the
20042008 increase in Islamophobia in the USA can be explained in relation to the
different media treatment of M&I, being more prejudiced than in Europe. Saleem
et al. (2015) have experimentally proven that citizens are more likely to support
policies that harm Muslims the more they are exposed to coverage that represents

%Felicetti and Gattinara (2018) have observed in their analySibeofGuardiats coverage of the
Charlie Hebdo January 2015 terrorist attacks that women and religious groups, Muslims in
particular,had limited visibility, such as the actors who questioned the dominant security narrative.
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them as terroristS. The authors add that, whereas affecting perceptions and
attitudes in the medium term regardless of the ideology, media coverage mainly
affects conservativesnithe short term. McElwee and McDaniel (2015) have
documented that, while Republicans in the USA have a higher perception of
Muslim as violent people than Democrats, the gap between them is reduced and
the negative perception by both groups increases thiegiregularly watches Fox
News TV channel® With respect to public policies, Uitermark and Giele (2010)
have concluded, in a case study, that national authorities do not act against
radicalism in mosques because it is the problem of a neighbourhooé&chutée

of being impelled to by media coverage.

Roggeband and Vliegenthart (2007) have identified five frames in their
comparative study of Dutch media and political discourses about immigration and
the integration of immigrants. Whereas only one of thenpasitive i the
Amul ti cul tiumakihgothe fothem oar frames a problem out of

I mmi gration, the one that has gasned the m
threato frame. Such a frame focuses on val
andZabr owski 2017). In another paper on the

(2007) have found that media frames negatively problematise both the economic
consequences and issues of morality when addressing M&l. With regard to

framing in the USA, Greenberg andadhevich (2012: 91) have pointed out in
analysing theNew York Time$ia shi ft from a sympathetic t

Muslims to an open hostility to and an 6Ot
salient aspect of British Muslim identity after 9/11, @hd UK was generally
portrayed as fAdAan unequal partner in the fi

byitshomegr own terrorismo (Greenberg and Miazh:
The predominance of a given frame, the negative one, does not imply it to be

the only me. Roggeband and Vliegenthart (2007) have found a variety of frames,

even though media framing appears less varied compared to parliamentary

framing. Anderson (2015: 265) has compared Australian coverages on M&l by

di fferentiati ng beed owe fdmnamdisisphasnobsenecha ficl os

variation in time in favour of the former; in her view, as a reaction to critics of

Aunfair, unbal anced, and inflammatory repo
mid-2000s. Bowe et al. (2015) have also studied the d@A&rage after 9/11 in
binary ter ms, in their casefibgpgatiteedi ng

frames. The authors have concluded that, whereas negative framing prevalils,

neutral framing is the one with the greatest presence. In line with Boale et

(2015), Bowe and Makki (2016: 551) have concluded in studying mosques as a
matter of publ i c debat e t hat nit woul d
representations of Muslims are uniformly n

'%As to the media stories on immigration, Givens and Luedtke (2005) have found that the mere
increase of them contributes to making the corresponding policies estietive.
11SeeEysseIetaI.(2015:197)n how the biased TV representation of

factor in the widespread emergence and existence of
2Chouliaraki and Zaborowskj2017: 615), worried about the definitian f 6us, 6 differentie
bet ween the ficosmopolitando frame (fiopen hospitabl e
which they describe as fAclosed, phobic and introver
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While Muslims are mostly itreated in media coveragscholars have also
obtained evidence that the diversity and frequency of frames varies according to
the editorial line (left or right), the type of newspaper (tabloid or broadsheet) and
the territory, at least in the case of countries withstate natnalisms. Through
critical discourse analysis, Baker et al. (20132, 2013b) have observed a more
balanced coverage in the lefiented newspapers and a greater tendency to
associate Islam and terrorism among the tabloids. Scalvini (2016: 624) points out
that the conservative press expresses A
religious diversity, o0 whereas progress
social cohesion and pursuing the joint
et al. (D16) have documented that quality newspapers and those on the left adopt
less problematic frameworks than tabloids and #ghty broadsheets. Focusing
on Muslims living in Belgium who went to Syria to fight against Bach#sshd
in 2013, they have alsobserved, firstly, that the frames that problematise the
Syria fighter situation are used much more frequently than the other frames;
secondly, that Flemish newspapers pay more attention to the matter, and, lastly,
that they covered it compared to the #ématic or contextualising optidnmore
by the episodic frame than the Dutch press.

a p
i ve
go

Research Object and Design

Van Dijk (2004: 351 as cited in Hafez 2017: 396) differentiates between racist
discoursedirected at(t he raci al i sed) ouSeaboht¢thes 6 a
racialised) O6othersdé. The object of t
it tries to assess the extent to which the media discourse on M&I in Spain makes
Muslims a strange 6other, 6 amomater her 6 t o
whether they are explicitly wished ill or not. In other words, it aims to analyse
whether Islamophobic framing also predominates in the Spanish press or, on the
contrary, the pluralism of information is translated into a diversity of frams an
even a predominance of the integrative one. Neither all Muslims are the same nor
Muslims are only defined by their religious dimension. To be more precise, the
guestion at the backbone of this research is whether and to what extent the Spanish
media disourse constructs a homogenising, excluding and problematising
imaginary of M&l.

This triple combination is what ultimately characterises Islamophobia (see
above). Our study is of a deductive nature (Semetko and Valkenburg 2000). We
analyse the extent to vdh the three préefined frames occur in the news. As
shown in Figure 1, it will be analysed the presence of the inclusive frahee
subject as being pgas the exdusive fraee, thesfther enc e ¢
subject being a ysitwill&®angeasuréddhe éxeemt to &hicB e c on d |
M&I are assumed as a homogeneous whole or as a heterogeneous reality. Lastly,
we will assess the extent to which the adopted frame problematises M&I or not.

Given that the selection of news stories is based owrdherage of M&I, the
database introduces a religious bias, so the extent to which the press reduces
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individuals of Operceived6éd Mohammedan f ai't
dimensiori another Islamophobic trditwill not be studied.

Media discarse is not merely constructed according to one of the frames of
each pair, but also as an invalidation of the other one. In those cases, the terms
and/or texts of the research are coded as the frame alternative to the one that is
invalidated in a given admment. On the other hand, the messages transmitted by
journalists can also be confusing, ambivalent or imprecise. In such occasions,
given the impossibility or difficulty of determining a given frame, it can be
concluded that the information coverage deestend to shape public opinion in
one way or another. Those terms and/or texts are coded as of a third frame and
| abell ed as o6neutrald tAnderson 2015, Bowe

As a first hypothesis, it is expected that the predominant frame would be
Islamoplobic (H1), although it is foreseeable of media coverage to be plural in
terms of frames (H2) and lefting outlets both to be more plural than those on the
right and covering M&I according to the integrative frame to a larger extent (H3),
with the centristdailies in an intermediate position. Furthermore, although the
centrist newspaper of the study is not Spanish in a territorial sense, but clearly
Catalan™* ideology is expected to weigh more in framing M&I than territoriality
(H4), in coherence with othestudies (Duran 2016) and despite the amount of
people with perceivetuslim identity residing in Catalonia (UCIDE 2018).
Finally, we cannot expect that each media outlet frames uniformly all the issues
that it covers about M&I (H5), so possible internatiations and coincidences
among dailies will also be analysed.

To answer the question of the research and test the hypotheses, a matrix has
been el aborated from the reviewed || itera:
approach (see also Entman 1993). It aflaw identify and quantify how the
Spanish press frames M&I. Three analytical categories (first column on the left in
Figure 1) determine media coverage of M&I as to framing: (1) the identification of
the subject (how M&I are framed); (2) the voices andrges of the discourse
(from whom the newspapers feed to build their narrative), and (3) the definition or
identification of the news object (what topic or issue is addressed). For the first
category, the entries #fAlsl|l antcateggaynd A Musl i
implies the codification of all the terms used to specify the persons, organizations
or institutions whose opinion is reported, either in direct or in indirect style, that is,
whether voices or sources, respectively. As to the third categerigpits of the
news are codified in each of the texts. The resulting matrix allows assessing the
adopted frame (one of each pair showed in the central column of Figure 1) for
each of the categories. The first element of each pair corresponds to the
Islama@ohobic frame, while the second one does to the integrative frame. The
systematisation of the analy$i%,083 words or sets of words have been cdded
has been done using the Atlas.ti software.

3We avoid the neutral frame in Figure 1 for the sake of clarity.
YCatalonia is region of Spain.
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Figure 1. Analytical Matrix of Muslims and Islam Media Framg

Exclusive
VS.
Inclusive

Subject frame Islamophobic

frame

Homogeneous

Voices and VS,
sources heterogeneous

frame

Integrative

i frame
Topic Problematic

VS.
non-problematic
frame

Source: Author.

Many studies focus on the coverage of concrete events, which often receive
attention due to the tensions or conflicts around them: construction of mosques
(Bowe and Makki 2016), cartoons of Muhammad (Cré&idmppi 2008),
prohibition d the use of the integral veil (Fernandgzarez 2016), etc. On the
contrary, this study focuses on the normality that is mediatically constructed over a
period of time; specifically, the twelve months of 2017. That normality is what
becomes Bowmept eaoBsodkabmi tus, 6 the O6common
time (1994). After 9/11 and the subsequent Spanish &ttacks:” 2017 is not a
conflictive year over M&l issues. Even the humanitarian crisis of either migratory
pbows or forced e =fpgees arevng mtEuropeb raastly gt
Muslims) reduced its media impact after having been more acute in*2015.
During 2017, on the other hand, jihadist attacks continued to be perpetrated, but
they did not convulse or receive the same media attentiorfcas (iee Bellaigue
2018); neither did they in the case of attacks in Catalonia, in August. These
terrorist incidents make the study of that year more relevant, insofar as such a
unique event altered the coverage and in what sense. All that makes of 2017 an
optimum year for the study.

The analysis focuses on three of the six Spanish general information
newspapers with the most daily readers throughout 2017: from highest to lowest
reader s, 6 EI Pa2s6 (EP hereinafter), O0La
According to the General Media Survey (EGM, as in Spanish)E | Mundod

°After New York, Madrid was the largest Western city to suffer jihadist attacks, on 11th March

2004. London would follow them in 2005. From then on attacks have occurred in the same and

other Western cities.

®Data of the United Nationsiggh Commissioner for Refugees can be consultétas:/data2.un
hcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean

YEGM depicts a scenario of media consumption in S
interviews with results disclosed in April, July and DecemtfEGM has been established as the

establishment survey in the Spanish market. EGM reports can be condutitedisivw.aimc.es
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(EM) was the second most widely read newspaper; LV shared the third and fourth
positions with the Galician o6La Voz de Gal
sixth positions with the Cdtaan O EIl Peri - dico6é. Out of the
are also the three whose website had a greater number of unique visitors

throughout the period. The election of the three broadsheets is also justified by

both their ideological orientation and thedliterial headquarters: righting ABC

and leftwing EP are edited in Madrid and have a national projection (like right

wing EM), whereas centrist LV is published in Barcelona and is markedly

Catalan'® This aspect is interesting, above all, because Cadiafanlike Galicia)

is the Spanish region with the greatest presence of Muslims, a variable that could

affect media framing and justify one of our hypotheses.

Our database is made up of the press cli
and/ or A Mu s Wihilenmost stadigg fecasron these two (Bowe et al.
2015) , we add to our search #Aveil*, 0 Asc:

Amosque*, 0 Aiminaret*, 0 and Ai mam*. 0 We hav
Regarding the news on international issues, tlgpiogs that have been

incorporated into the documentary corpus are those using the search terms in the

headlines, in the stfitles, in the leads, in the ptduotes or in the captions; they

are the texts in which, to some extent and whatever the isdubaframing, the

topic is Islamised. Insofar as the study of the coverage of jihadist terrorism is a

research field in itself and in order to avoid research bias, the journalistic pieces

about it and about war conflicts in Mustmajority countries ardiscarded. Once

the extemporaneous texts located by MyNews have also been discarded, the
documentary base is finally made up of 432 analysis units.

Results
Descriptive Approach to Media Coverage

Our database assembteg journalistic attention provideby ABC, EP and
LV to the Islamic throughout 2017. As it is shown in Table 1, EP covered contents
on M&l to a lesser extent than ABC and LV. The differences among the
newspapers is more marked by type of analysis unit: although the three mostly opt
for news and reports, more than half of the total front pages, editorials and letters
to the editor are by ABC. The righiing daily also surpasses EP and LV in the
opinion space with more entries:-eds and columns.

Media coverage is regularly distributed tingbout the year, with records
accumulated in just over half of the days (see Table 1). LV is the newspaper that
devotes attention to Islamic issues for more days (less than a third of the 365 total).
Just one entry per day is recorded in 67% (ABC and bd)ia 70% (EP) of those
days with coverage. ABC only collects more than two entries in 17 editions, 10
and 8 in the case of EP and LV, respectively. Barely four Spanish news stories
provoke more than two pieces of coverage in the same day, be they freamthe

®For more information on the ideological orientation of the Spanish media, sesnk&i{2014)
and Duran (2016).
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newspaper or from more than one: the decision of a court endorsing the right of a
woman to wear the hijab in her workday and the prohibition an inmate for
jihadism to use it, the campaign of the diocese of Cordoba in defence of the
property and cathicity of the MosqueCathedral of the same city, and the terrorist
attacks of August in Barcelona and Cambrils, being the latter a close and popular
seaside resort town.

Table 1. Media Attention by Words, Days, Documents and Type of Documents
(Year2017)

Total
3 Abc El Pais La Vanguardia
dailies)
Total | (%)* | Total | (%)* | Total | (%)*
Total 432 | 152 | 35.2%| 130 |30.1%| 150 | 34.7%
E;‘;’;ts 8 5 |625%| 2 |25.0%| 1 |12.5%
[7)]
£ rNe%"c‘)’fté 325 | 103 |31.7%| 110 |33.8%| 112 |34.5%
=
3 Soﬁ*uenf’lz S/ 70 32 |457%| 15 |21.4%| 23 |32.9%
[m)]
Letters to 12 8 |667%| 1 |83%| 3 |250%
the editor
Editorials 7 4 |571%| 1 |143%| 2 |28.6%
Interviews 10 0 0.0% 1 10.0% 9 90.0%
Words 246.800| 77.581| 31.4%)| 73.527| 29.8%| 95,691 38.8%
Days** 200 85 86 105

Source: Author.

*Percentags of row, with respect to the corresponding total of the three newspapers.

**Days with news in the database. The sum of the days of coverage of each newspaper totals more
than 200 because there are days when two or three newspapers coincide with newhisliost

and/or Islam.

The other news that have received more attention in the same day are related
to the dress of Muslim women (burka or hijab); to the verdict of the Strasbourg
Court on the obligation of minors to attend their swimming school classes
independently of their religious beliefs; to the Islamophobic attacks in Canada and
the UK; to the executive order of the USA President prohibiting the entry from
several Musliramajority countries, as well as to his official visit to Saudi Arabia
and his reationship with the Islamophobic organization Britain First; to the Dutch
general elections; to the papal trip to Egypt, and to the flee of Rohingya from
Burma to Bangladesh. Of all of them, only the pontifical visit and the attacks in
the UK (Islamophobeand Spain (jihadist) were the predominant news for more
than a day, seven in the case of the latter (see above).
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Analytic Categories and Media Frames

The above data hardly allow to deduce th
tend to shape. In order tmalyse the frame adopted by the media in addressing
issues related to Islaimor in Islamising news conteritsnve have introduced 100
codes? This has resulted in a total of 22,296 coded records. The next section
analyses the frame adopted by the newssayvhen referring to M&l as subjects
of the published information and opinions. We then address, first, the voices and
sources on which the journalistic pieces are based to sustain their discourse, and,
in the third section, the topics they address, whig® analysing the frames
adopted in each of these categories.

The Islamic Subject of Media Discourse

Table 2 shows the frames adopted by the newspapers whenever they refer to
Islam or Muslims as a subject, be it individual or collective, and personal o
institutional. Having coded more than 5,000 records in this regard, it is observed
thatthecover age mostly frames M&l as a subjec
frame). The data is all the more significant given that journalistic references
regarding Mukm-majority countries have been excluded from this computation
when addressing issues 2PAsonetevothiistheu sd does
high percentage of records with a neutral frame, superior to the inclusive one.
They are the occasions in whj when referring to M&l, it is not made explicit if
they are considered part of or alien to 6u
As to the second trait of Islamophobia, the media mostly homogenises M&l.
In this case, in addition, it is found that the neutral frame is not very pr€sent.
the contrary, and against the problematisation of the Islamic that characterises
Western media coverage, in the Spanish case (i) there is a balance between
problematic and neproblematic frames of the Islamic subject, and (ii) the
problematic frame ipresent to a lesser extent than the other two Islamophobic
ones.
In a complementary way, the binary variants of each frame (inclusive vs.
exclusive, etc.) do not only have a significant presence in the global calculation of
media coverage, but also in theits that comprise it: all the frames are present in
at least 32% of the 380 documents in which an explicit reference is made to the
Islamic subject (see Table 3). The articles with the subject framed in an exclusive
way predominate over those with easriframed inclusively. However, the texts
that contain records with either the subject framed in a heterogeneousotay
Muslims are the samieand/or norproblematic are more than their Islamophobic

As presentg above in the methodology and it is analysed below, codes have been introduced for
each of the categories, frames, newspapers, and kind of documedt ¢@umn, interview, and so

on), as well as for the different voices and sources (plus whether rhéytualim or not), the
different territories at stake in the texts, and the different topics in the news.

“it is the case of the news entitied "Morocco starts the fight against the burga" (EP, 11 January
2017, p.2) and "Morocco prohibits importing, mantidieiog and selling burkas in the country”

(LV, 11 January 2017, p.6).

100



AthensJournalof MediterranearStudies April 2020

variant. There are, therefore, a diversity of feasmand it is not the Islamophobic
ones that predominate. Regarding the greater frequency of homogenising records
mentioned above, the analysis of their distribution indicates, finally, that those
records are concentrated in just over a third of theesticl

Table2.Medi a Fr ame of Musl ims and | sl am as ¢
Each Frame (2017)
3 dailies Abc El Pais La Vanguardia

Records| %* Records| %* Records| %* Records| %*
]',:';r'xes"’e 369 | 245%| 104 |17.6%| 167 |405%| 98 | 19.5%

Neutral frame 403 | 26.8%| 125 21.2%| 114 | 27.7%| 164 32.6%

E;ﬁi‘és"’e 734 | 48.7%| 362 | 61.3%| 131 |31.8%| 241 |47.9%
]['r':rféoge”eou 543 | 27.9%| 157 |22.4%| 170 |31.4%| 216 | 30.8%
Neutral frame | 114 | 59% | 35 | 5.0% | 32 | 59% | 47 | 6.7%
;';’m:ge”eous 1,287 | 66.2%| 510 |72.6%| 339 |62.7%| 438 |62.5%
Non

problematic 770 | 39.6%| 197 |28.1%| 312 |57.7%| 261 |37.3%
frame

Neutral frame | 400 | 20.6%| 148 | 21.1%| 98 |18.1%| 154 | 22.0%
E;c::leemanc 772 | 39.8%| 356 |50.8%| 131 |24.2%| 285 |40.7%
Total 5,392 1,994 1,494 1,904
Source:Author.

*Percentages of comn and by group of frames.

The disaggregation of register data by newspaper (Table 2) reveals relevant
differences: in both ABC and LV the presence of each Islamophobic frame is
greater than that of the integrative one, although the differences in tagecen
points between each binary variant are always superior in ABC (rightist and edited
in Madrid) than in LV (centrist / Barcelona). On the contrary, EP (leftist/Madrid)
reports on the Islamic subject with a predominance of inclusive and non
problematic fames. Yet, while the homogeneous records surpass the heteroge
neousones in EP as well, the difference in percentage points is the smallest of the
three dalilies.

The homogeneous frame does not always have a negative connotation. It is
certainly wrong andharmful to refer to Muslims as an internally undifferentiated
community. It is also true that they are occasionally referred to in such terms
without any Islamophobic connotation. This was the case, for example, when the
press quoted the Canadian primeister as saying about an extreme right attack
i n Quebec that it was perpetrated MfAagain
nwe wi || stand wi t h youo, and al so: Ay
i mme as ur a’bih mogenising thém, he expressed acdndéep n of 6us o
that included them (inclusive frame, therefore), and, far from seeing them as a

ZABC, 31-01-2017, p.26.
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problem, they were the object of a violence that he rejectedpfottematic
frame).

Table 3. Media Framing of Muslims and Islam as Subject: Documents with
CodedRecords of Each Frame (Year 2017)

3 dailies Abc El Pais La Vanguardia

Documents| %* Docs. %* Docs. %* Docs. %*
]',p;r'xes"’e 123 | 32.4%| 38 | 28.6%| 40 |354%| 45 |33.6%

Neutral frame 180 47.4%| 72 54.1%| 46 40.7%| 62 46.3%

E;fr:‘f"’e 174 45.8%| 57 | 42.9%| 49 | 43.4%| 68 | 50.7%
E;féoge”eo“‘ 179 47.1%| 53 |39.8%| 59 |522%| 67 |50.0%
Neutral frame 329 | 86.6%| 116 | 87.2%| 92 | 81.4%| 121 | 90.3%
E;’mgge”eous 143 37.6%| 42 |31.6%| 48 |425%| 53 | 39.6%
Non

problematic 248 | 653%| 69 |51.9%| 87 |77.0%| 92 |68.7%
frame

Neutralframe 249 | 655%| 97 | 72.9%| 58 |51.3%| 94 | 70.1%
f':r’;cr’:]’éema“c 204 53.7%| 68 |51.1%| 54 |47.8%| 82 | 61.2%
Total 380 133 113 134
Source:Author.

*Percentage with respect to the total documents with subject records and by group of frames.

The diversity of fames is also observed in Table 3 with all the frames present
in the three newspapers, the frame that appears in less documents is present in at
least 29% of them. While the three newspapers published more pieces containing
records of exclusive frame thar imclusive one, the other two Islamophobic
frames are less present than their integrative counterparts. Even though there are
few differences among the dailies regarding the homogeneous/heterogeneous
frame, the presence of nproblematic records is seen77% of EP documents,
29 points above the percentage of documents of the same newspaper with
problematic records. In this respect, LV appears less integrative than EP, but more
so than ABC, which balances the number of documents in which conflicting
(n=68) and norconflicting (n=69) frames are recorded.

Voices and Sources in Building the Islamic

As it is showed in Table 4, the media discourse is built on the basis of voices
and sources (V&S hereinafter) in 350 out of our 432 documents. They include
public institutions and authorities, civil society members and leaders, experts,
celebrities and anonymous or unknown people (vox populi). We have additionally
differentiated V&S depending on whether they are Muslims or not, in order to
check the extent to whih Musl i msé voice is shared
media.

102

Wi

tr



AthensJournalof MediterranearStudies April 2020

Table 4.Voices and Sources in the Coverage of the Islamic (Year 2017)

3 dailies Abc El Pais la
Vanguardia
Documents* Docs.* Docs.* Docs.*

Total | %** | Total | %*** | Total | %*** | Total | %***

Institutional | 121 | 34.6%| 43 | 37.4%]| 33 | 30.0%| 45 | 36.0%
Civil 115 | 32.9%| 25 |21.7%| 45 |40.9%| 45 | 36.0%
society
Experts 38 | 10.9%| 10 | 8.7% | 12 | 10.9%| 16 | 12.8%
Celebrities | 28 | 8.0% | 4 | 35% | 13 | 11.8%| 11 | 8.8%
VoX-pop 82 | 23.4%| 20 | 17.4%| 32 |29.1%| 30 | 24.0%
Total 201 | 57.4%| 57 |49.6%| 66 | 60.0%| 78 | 62.4%

Muslims

Institutional | 45 | 12.9%| 5 43% | 12 | 10.9%| 28 | 22.4%
Civil 40 |11.4%| 3 | 2.6% | 16 |14.5%| 21 | 16.8%
society
Experts 22 | 63%| 2 | 1.7% | 5 | 45% | 15 | 12.0%
Celebrites | 10 | 2.9% | 2 | 1.7% | 4 | 3.6% | 4 | 3.2%
\Vox-pop 37 | 10.6%| 6 | 52% | 17 | 15.5%]| 14 | 11.2%
Total 68 | 19.4%]| 19 | 16.5%| 22 | 20.0%| 37 | 29.6%

Undefined
identity

Institutional | 185 | 52.9%| 72 | 62.6%| 56 |50.9%| 57 | 45.6%

o =t
g | Cwi 92 [26.3%| 27 |235%| 31 [28.2%| 34 |27.2%
% | society
2 [ Experts 57 | 16.3%| 20 | 17.4%| 14 | 12.7%| 23 | 18.4%
¢ | Celebriies | 28 | 8.0% | 10 | 8.7% | 10 | 9.1% | 8 | 6.4%
= [ Vox-pop 80 | 22.9%| 22 |19.1%| 30 | 27.3%| 28 | 22.4%

Total 248 | 70.9%| 93 | 80.9%| 75 |68.2%| 80 | 64.0%

Total 350 115 110 125

Source:Author.

*Documents with coded records of voices and sources (V&S). The totals that are showed in four
rows (horizontally) do not match with the numbers in their respective columns (vertically) because
documents often contains more than one voice or source of a different kind.

** Percentages with respect to the total of documents with V&S records (N = 350).

***pP grcentages with respect to the total of documents with V&S records of each newspaper
(NABC=115, NEP=110 y NLV=125)

Opinions and testimonies of ndfuslims appear in 71% of the texts (see
Table 4). Although the amount of those that give voice to the Msistifrower,
they are collected in more than half of the documents. Whether Muslim or not,
institutional V&S predominate. The other actors are also present, especially civil
society agents, followed by vapop. NoaMuslim institutions, in any case, are the
unique actor present in more than half of the texts. By newspapers, Muslim V&S
occur in less documents in ABC than in any other. Thewigly daily is also the
one that leaves the actors without religious identity ascription in fewer texts and
the one thiaincorporates noMuslim institutional V&S to a larger extent. No
significant differences appear between EP and LV. And, while both dailies expose
their readers to Muslim V&S in more than 60% of their documents, the texts with
nornMuslims V&S are at leadt3 points below the coverage that gives them ABC.

The inclusive and the exclusive frames have a balanced presence, although
nonMuslim V&S stand out with an exclusive discourse (see Table 5). The
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predominance of the Islamophobic frame is greater whemdaite to the
homogeneous/heterogeneous frames, with a presence-bfustim V&S much

more accentuated in this case (61% of documents). On the contrary, the problematic
frame does not predominate. It is rather balanced with th@natatrematic one, no

mater whether V&S are Muslim or neMuslim. ABC is less inclusive than LV,
which in turn is less inclusive than EP. Actually, the leftist daily is the most
inclusive regardless of whether V&S are Muslim or humslim. Even so, the

three are more exclusive thanclusive, and it is LV that publishes the greatest
number of documents with V&S in Islamophobic frame. In line with the inclusive
frame, EP is also the newspaper that covers Muslims as a heterogeneous collective
in more texts in relative terms. It fols LV. ABC incorporates such V&S in less

than a third of its documents.

Table 5.Voices and Sources in the Media Framing of the Islamic (Year 2017)

3 dailies ABC EP LV

Doc
Docs.* s %** Docs.* Docs.* Docs.*

Institutional | 46 | 61.3%
Civil society | 51 | 68.0%

) 75 o 21 28 26
Muslims | 51 495) Cil’;%‘ilrt‘fe _ 195 ig:gojz (19.6%) | (41.2%) | (28.0%)
Vox-pop 38 | 50.7%
Inclusive Undefined 25 3 9 13
frame (7.1%) (2.8%) | (13.2%) | (14.0%)
Institutional | 81 | 76.4%
Norr 106 Civil society | 47 | 44.3% 34 33 39

Experts 20 | 18.9%
Celebrities | 13 | 12.3%
Vox-pop 38 | 35.8%

Muslims | (30.3%)

(31.8%) | (48.5%) | (41.9%)

Institutional | 56 | 60.9%
92 Civil society | 60 | 65.2%
Muslims Experts 20 | 21.7%

27 26 39

(26.3%) Celebriies | 11 1 12.0% (25.2%) | (38.2%) | (41.9%)
Vox-pop 48 | 52.2%
Neutral Undefined 37 3 11 23
frame (10.6%) (2.8%) | (16.2%) | (24.7%)
Institutional | 105 | 78.9%
Nor 133 Civil society | 56 | 42.1% 43 42 48

Experts 33 | 24.8%
Celebrities | 12 9.0%
Vox-pop 51 | 38.3%

Muslims | (38.0%) (40.2%) | (61.8%) | (51.6%)

Institutional | 49 | 64.5%
76 Civil society | 41 | 53.9%
Muslims (21.7%) Experts 20 | 26.3%
' Celebrities | 11 | 14.5%
Vox-pop 31 | 40.8%
Exclusive Undefined 23 8 15 26
frame (6.6%) (7.5%) | (22.1%) | (28.0%)
Institutional | 93 | 69.9%
Civil society | 50 | 37.6%
Experts 38 | 28.6%
Celebrities | 16 | 12.0%
Vox-pop 42 | 31.6%

44 34 61
(41.1%) | (50.0%) | (65.6%)

Non- 133
Muslims | (38.0%)

54 32 53
(50.5%) | (47.1%) | (57.0%)

Heteroge Muslims 128 Institutional | 79 | 61.7% 34 44 50
neous (36.6%) | Civil society | 78 | 60.9% | (31.8%) | (64.7%) | (53.8%)
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frame Experts 28 | 21.9%
Celebrities | 15 | 11.7%
Vox-pop 52 | 40.6%
Undefined 37 4 13 20
(10.6%) (3.7%) | (19.1%) | (21.B%)
Institutional | 80 | 73.4%
— - 5
Norr 109 C"l’_:")(:‘;ft'sty 21 ;g%s 34 36 39
i 0, - 0, 0, 0,
Muslims | (31.1%) Celebrites | 12 | 11.0% (31.8%) | (52.9%) | (41.9%)
Vox-pop 41 | 37.6%
Institutional | 77 | 68.1%
Civil society | 74 | 65.5%
. 113 31 40 42
Muslims o Experts 21 | 18.6% o o o
(32.3%) Celebrites | 14 | 12.4% (290%) | (58.8%) | (45.2%)
Vox-pop 51 | 45.1%
Neutral Undefined 44 5 13 26
frame (12.6%) (4.7%) | (19.1%) | (28.0%)
Institutional | 94 | 81.0%
— - 5
Norr 116 C"élngft'sety gg gjm 39 36 41
i 0, - 0, 0, 0,
Muslims | (33.1%) Celebriies | 11 9.5% (36.4%) | (529%) | (44.1%)
Vox-pop 44 | 37.9%
Institutional | 98 | 62.0%
Civil society | 86 | 54.4%
. 158 47 45 66
Muslims o Experts 36 | 22.8% o o o
(45.1%) Celebrities | 24 115 .2% (43.9%) | (66.2%) | (71.0%)
Vox-pop 66 | 41.8%
Homogen
eous Undefined 53 6 1 30
frame (15.1%) (5.6%) | (25.0%) | (32.3%)
Institutional | 160 | 74.8%
— - 5
Norr 214 C"é'}(;‘é‘;t':ty g; 2471202 79 65 70
i 0, . 0, 0, 0,
Muslims | (61.1%) Celebrities | 24 | 11.2% (73.8%) | (95.6%) | (75.3%)
Vox-pop 74 | 34.6%
Institutional | 86 | 62.3%
Civil society | 80 | 58.0%
. 138 35 49 54
Muslims o Experts 27 | 19.6% o o o
(39.4%) Celebrities | 22 | 15.9% (32.7%) | (72.1%) | (58.1%)
- 0,
Nor- Vox-pop 63 | 45.7%
problemat| Undefined 3l 3 18 30
ic frame (8.9%) (2.8%) | (26.5%) | (32.3%)
Institutional | 131 | 77.5%
— - 5
Non- 169 C"l’:_"xf)‘;ft'sety ;01 ‘21(1)"1‘02 55 57 60
i 0, - 0, 0, 0,
Muslims | (48.3%) Celebrites | 16 9 5% (51.4%) | (83.8%) | (64.5%)
Vox-pop 61 | 36.1%
Institutional | 91 | 65.5%
— - 5
Neutral Muslims 139 CI\I/:JL([S)Z(r:tIsety gz gggf;z 39 38 62
0, - 0, 0, 0,
frame (39.7%) Celebrites | 17 | 122% (36.4%) | (55.9%) | (66.7%)
Vox-pop 56 | 40.3%
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Undefined 48 > 14 29
(13.7%) (4.7%) | (20.6%) | (31.2%)
Institutional | 109 | 76.2%
— : 5
Nor 143 Civil society | 65 | 45.5% 49 40 54

Experts 42 | 29.4%
Celebrities | 18 | 12.6%
Vox-pop 50 | 35.0%

Muslims | (40.9%) (45.8%) | (58.8%) | (58.1%)

Institutional | 85 | 61.2%
139 Civil society| 83 | 59.7%
Muslims Experts 29 | 20.9%

44 34 61

(39.7%) Colebrities | 18 1 12.9% (41.1%) | (50.0%) | (65.6%)
Vox-pop 57 | 41.0%
Problemat Undefined 49 8 15 26
ic frame (14.0%) (7.5%) | (22.1%) | (28.0%)
Institutional | 122 | 73.9%
— e 5
Nor 165 Civil society | 68 | 41.2% 66 a 58

Experts 46 | 27.9%
Celebrities | 19 | 11.5%
Vox-pop 56 | 33.9%

Muslims | (47.1%) (61.7%) | (60.3%) | (62.4%)

Total*** 350 107 68 93

Source:Author.

*In parentheses, percentages with respect to the the total number of documents with voice and
souce (V&S) records. **Percentages with respect to the total of documents with corresponding
Muslim or noaMuslim V&S records (third column on the left). Thus, for example, the 46 documents

in which Muslim and institutional VyF appear with an inclusive fraxoeount for 61.3% of the 75
documents with Muslim VyF framed that way.

***Total of documentos with V&S records.

Once again EP is the most integrative when considering thproblematic
frame, followed by LV, which nevertheless is the most Islamophieberding the
problematic frame, that is, LV is the newspaper that publishes the highest
percentage of documents with V&S holding a problematising discourse of M&l.

In line with what the data indicate in relation to the dichotomous pairs inclusive/
exclusve and heterogeneous/homogeneous, both ABC and LV present higher
percentages in the Islamophobic component of the problematiocfoblematic

pair than in the integrative one. On the contrary, EP, with V&S problematising
Mé&l in 60% of the documents, increes the percentage significantly to 84% of
the texts where V&S frame the Islamic in a fpyoblematic way.

That there is at least one specific record in a given document does not imply
that there are many more. Hence the relevance of also attendingrexdias
themselves as a whole. Table 6 reveals, in line with the above, that EP is the most
inclusive newspaper, as well as the least exclusive. It is also the one that mostly
projects a heterogeneous image of M&l. Homogeneous representation predominates
in the three media, especially in ABC, which is also the most exclusive daily.
Regarding the third dichotomy of frames, ABC is not only the media outlet that
offers the most problematic image of M&I. It is also the only newspaper that
builds its discourseetying more on the V&S to frame the Islamic in a mostly
problematic way. It is worth noting, however, that its 4pooblematic records
reach almost 40% and that the problematising entries barely exceed 45%. EP is the
only one that offers a percentage ofpooblematic records higher than 50% and
of problematic ones below 25%.
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Table 6.Islamic Media Framing: Coded Records of Voices and Sources (Year 2017)

April 2020

3 dailies Abc El Pais La Vanguardia
Total % Total % Total % Total %

Inclusive frame 453 26.7% 140 | 28.1% 172 | 32.1% 141 | 21.3%
Neutral frame 1,696 639 37.7% | 498 | 162 | 325% | 535 | 192 | 35.9% | 663 | 285 | 43.0%
Exclusive frame 604 35.6% 196 | 39.4% 171 | 32.0% 237 | 35.7%

0]
ieterogencous 638 | 28.1% 116 | 17.9% 238 | 32.5% 284 | 31.9%
Neutral frane 2,270 447 19.7% | 648 | 136 | 21.0% | 733 | 143 | 195% | 889 | 168 | 18.9%

0
]fr'gr';‘gge”eous 1185 | 52.2% 396 | 61.1% 352 | 48.0% 437 | 49.2%

1 0]
ﬁg{n*gmb'ema“c 1,122 | 49.4% 257 | 39.5% 428 | 58.3% 437 | 49.3%
Neutral frame 2,270 372 16.4% | 0 100 | 15.4% | 3% 125 | 17.0% | 280 [147 | 16.6%
Problematic frame 776 34.2% 293 | 45.1% 181 | 24.7% 302 | 34.1%

Source:Author.

*Percentages of column and by group of frames.
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The Thematic Agenda of the Islamic and its Framing

All the countries or sets of them that appear in the press clippings regarding
M&I have been coded. Spain barely represents 20% of the media coverage
throughout the entire year (see Table 7). The percentage rises to less than 70%

if the territorial horizon of Ousd is exp
not report about other ggraphic and cultural realities at large, but, to be
precise, to |Islamised news on internationa

even if the newspapers cover other events of Muslajority countries or that
affect Muslims, no reference is madeheir religious identity in reporting. Hence,
the coverage of those events is not part of our database.

No significantimbalances are observed between the components of each
binary frames. It should be pointed out, nonetheless, that (i) the propdrtion o
exclusive texts is high (81%) only when it comes to news about thé/estern
world; (ii) the homogenising frame predominates in the coverage about Spain
and the West, and (iii) Spain and the West are framed to a greater extent in the
nonproblematic wg, while the problematising and ngmoblematising
coverage of M&l is balanced when addressing-Wstern territories. Finally,
it is significant the scarce presence of exclusive texts when dealing with Spanish
news, and, secondly, that almost 45% ofrdwrds of such dichotomoframes
respond to a third one, i.e., the neutral frame. Thus, when reporting about people
because of their Muslimness, they are not rejected as strangers, but neither are
they included as members of Ous. 0

Table 7 also includesé topics of media coverage. The topics covered in
more news (between 15% and 19% of the total) are those related to religious
clothing, those which explicitly consider Islam relationshipansi s 6us, 6 and
those referred to bdtthhd hwi oliern ee cag a@if n sott h
texts on Islam as a religion in general, on women in Islam, on mosques and
imams, on President Trump, on elections, and explicitly referring to Islamophobia
are also above the median. Together, texts on the violencestalgfaisliims and
texts explicitly alluding to Islamophobia account for 25.5% of the 432 ohits
analysis.

A greater predominance of the Islamophobic frames is observed in considering
the topics one by one. Once again, however, the press does not problbt&dtis
the norRproblematic frame is superior to the problematic one in half of the fiopics
in most of them, by more than 20 percentage points, higher in the case of news
about Islamophobia and in which, without using such a term, some form of
violence sufered by people for being Muslims is reported. M&I are portrayed as
problematic especially in the news on cultural issues.

Considering that we codify the core theme or themes of each document, only
ABC and LV get to devote more than 20% of their texts givan topici the
violence of Muslims. In combining the documents about the violence that Muslins
suffer and the documents that explicitly allude to Islamophobia, the three
newspapers address the topic in more than 20% of their coverage, although EP is
the only one that does it in more than 30% of its coverage (n = 44).
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None of the newspapers biases its coverage by adopting a unique frame (see
Tabl e 8), not even on whether the Musl i m
against the evidence that the exole and the homogenising frames predominate,
both of them slightly more so in ABC than in EP and LV. The most significant
differences among the three newspapers are seen again on whether M&l entail a
problem or not. On the one hand, it is the dilemmahickvthe media expose the
public to an imprecise image (neutral frame) to a lesser extent. On the other hand,
EP is the daily with the least problematic coverage. It is also the one that frames in
a nonproblematic way to the largest extent, both in itk daverage and when
covers the topics to which it pays more attention. There are only two topics that
covers with a problematic frame in more documents than the corresponding
median: the violence of them (n = 10) and the elections (n = 8).

There are fewedifferences between ABC and LV than with EP, although a
somewhat more Islamophobic coverage is observed in the first one. For example,
if both dailies opt for the problematic frame of Muslim women and clothing, LV
matches with EP in considering the relai s hi p bet ween | sl am an
largely nonproblematic way, and balances its coverage of mosques and imams
between the problematic frariido which ABC tend$ and the nosproblematic
one. In line with these results, ABC transmits to its readers diveegaage of
Mé&l regardless of whether news are relative to Spain, extend to the West or refer
to the rest of territories. EP mostly frames M&l as-pooblematic regardless of
the territory at stake, resulting LV in an intermediate position (see Table 8)

The attacks in Barcelona and Cambrils do not appear as a topic because the
news about terrorism have been excluded in this study. However, the press
addressed collateral issues to both the perpetration of the August crimes and the
conseguent state respgen In fact, we noted above that, taken together, such issues
received the most media attention. No other topic has deserved so much coverage
in a concentrated space of time and by the three newspapers in unison. Between
August 18 (the day after the attadk Barcelona city) and September 5, 37 out of
the 51 news in our database were related to the attacks. In line with what might be
expected from the reaction of the Western press to jihadist attacks, ABC (n=6)
adopted a mostly exclusive, homogeneous anthlgmatic frame in a greater
percentage of texts during those days than in the seven and a half previous months.
On the contrary, LV (n=15) turned from largely exclusive and problematic
framing to portray M&I primarily in an inclusive and npnoblematicway,
although in percentages slightly lower than EP (n®1lBinally, ABC reduced the
percentage of pieces with problematic frame after the period of coverage of the
attacks (from 64% to 45%), just three points above the pieces framing M&l in a
nonproblermatic manner. Both EP (over 50%) and LV continued to favour the
nonproblematic framing of the Islamic.

2P increased the amount of documents with such frames by 13 and 10 percentage points,
respectively.
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Table 7.1slamic Media Framing: Proportion of Documents Coded by Topics and Territories (Abc, El Pais and La Vanguardia. 2017)*

Records Inclusive Neutral Exclusive Heterogeneous| Neutral Homogeneous Nor . Neutral Problematic
problematic
Total %o** frame frame frame frame frame frame frame frame frame

Islam (religion) 39 9.0% 16.7% 30.0% 53.3% 43.6% 0.0% 56.4% 34.1% 17.1% 48.8%
Interrelgious
dialogue (with 23 5.3% 11.1% 16.7% 72.2% 39.1% 8.7% 52.2% 45.8% 29.2% 25.0%
Islam)
Islamvs.6 us 6 68 15.7% 26.6% 14.1% 59.4% 29.0% 1.4% 69.6% 31.5% 12.3% 56.2%
Woman 48 11.1% 35.7% 35.7% 28.6% 39.6% 12.5% 47.9% 29.6% 14.8% 55.6%
Clothing 70 16.2% 23.2% 51.8% 25.0% 22.9% 35.7% 41.4% 38.3% 13.6% 48.1%
Family 14 3.2% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 57.1% 0.0% 42.9% 31.3% 18.8% 50.0%
Public moral 27 6.3% 60.0% 40.0% 0.0% 48.1% 14.8% 37.0% 14.3% 7.1% 78.6%
Other religious
or cultural 8 1.9% 40.0% 0.0% 60.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 37.5% 0.0% 62.5%
practices
Freedom of 2 0.5% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 50.0% 50.0% 0.0%
expression

Topics :\r"nfrgges andlor| 55 | 15706 | 40.4% 36.2% 23.4% 32.7% 14.5% 52.7% 43.3% 23.3% 33.3%
'\C"grsdqoutfa"f 6 1.4% 0.0% 33.3% 66.7% 0.0% 16.7% 83.3% 0.0% 33.3% 66.7%
Laicism 4 0.9% 0.0% 75.0% 25.0% 25.0% 25.0% 50.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0%
Islamophobia 44 10.2% 28.6% 47.6% 23.8% 15.9% 6.8% 77.3% 84.8% 6.5% 8.7%
:ﬁ'g'rﬁnce against| g 153% | 33.3% 12.5% 54.2% 29.2% 3.1% 67.7% 76.1% 10.9% 13.4%
Violence ofthem 84 19.4% 17.2% 35.9% 46.9% 46.4% 8.3% 45.2% 23.7% 8.6% 67.7%
Trump 36 8.3% 8.3% 13.9% 77.8% 25.0% 0.0% 75.0% 58.3% 13.9% 27.8%
Pontifical visits 26 6.0% 5.3% 5.3% 89.5% 53.8% 11.5% 34.6% 42.9% 21.4% 35.7%
Elections 42 9.7% 39.4% 18.2% 42.4% 23.8% 2.4% 73.8% 44.4% 17.8% 37.8%
Sport 11 2.5% 20.0% 30.0% 50.0% 9.1% 27.3% 63.6% 63.6% 0.0% 36.4%
Refugees 15 3.5% 0.0% 13.3% 86.7% 0.0% 13.3% 86.7% 53.3% 20.0% 26.7%
Other 19 4.4% 25.0% 62.5% 12.5% 31.6% 21.1% 47.4% 60.0% 25.0% 15.0%
Spain 88 20.4% 30.0% 42.2% 27.8% 19.3% 19.3% 61.4% 45.3% 17.9% 36.8%
The West*** 297 68.8% 26.5% 36.0% 37.5% 19.3% 13.1% 67.6% 47.1% 14.4% 38.6%

Territories Non-Western
countries and 172 39.8% 4.1% 15.1% 80.8% 47.2% 8.8% 44.0% 36.9% 18.2% 44.8%
territories****

Source:Author.

*Percentages of row and by group of frames. **Percentages of column. **The Western countries that were part of thearaggizace\European ones, along with Australia, Canada,

Israel, New Zealand, and the USA. Referens t o Eur ope and the West themselves, as well as to the Europec

***The registered noAWestern countries are: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Burma/Myanmar, Central African Republic, @pindndtg, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon,
Malaysia, Morocco, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey. The expli@t seeferenro t he #Al sl ami ¢ wor |l dd ar e
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Table 8.Islamic Media Framing: Bcuments Coded by Either Topic or Territory and by Newspaper (Year 2017)*

April 2020

Inclusive Exclusive | Heterogeneoug Neutral | Homogeneous Non-problematic| Neutral | Problematic
Neutral frame
frame frame frame frame frame frame frame frame
- ABC (58) ABC (54) ABC (33)
Islam (religion) LV (A9) EP (29) EP (40) LV (12.5) EP (10) LV (12.5)
Interreligious dialogue (with ABC (83) ABC (12.5) . EP (=)** ABC (37.5) LV
Islam) EP(100) | "gp Sy |EP () LV (33) EP (67) ((38.5%))**
LV (40) LV ((38.5%))*** '
ABC (76) ABC (70) EP (9.5)
Islamvs.au s 6 EP (6) EP (39 LV (4') ABC (75)
LV (5) LV (9)
x EP (23) ABC (50) ABC (60)
Woman LV (10) (@ 33)EP | ABC (22) LV ((48%)) LV ((48%)) EP (13) LV (29)
ABC EP (A 6)
Clothing EP LV ((39%)) LV ABC (50) EP (21) v ((43;1)
LV ((39%))
ABC (100)
Family LV (100) FBC ((11000(;) LV (33) EP (20)
LV (10)
ABC (67)
Public moral ™ ((1188)) ABC FBC ((1343)) LV (9) EP (75)
Topics LV (54)
- ABC (100
Other religious or cultural EP (33) EP (20)
practices ABC (100) LV (100) 5\7 ((118(%) ABC (100) LV (100)
Freedom of expression EP EP (100) EP (50)
ABC (29)
: ABC (6) « EP (36) ABC (12)
Mosques and/or imams EP (26) @9 LVv L%/P(%)) LV ((42.9%)) LV ((42.9%))
ABC (80)
Mosque of Cordoba Lv ABC (80) LV (100) LV ABC (80)
- ABC (A 22) _ _ ABC (=) ABC (100)
Laicism LV ABC (=) ABC (=) LV (100) LV (100)
(2 17)ABC ABC (100) ABC (86)
Islamophobia EP EP (70 EP (85)
LV LV (65) LV (63)
EP (47) ABC (46) ABC (56)
Violence againsthem (@ 37.5)ABC LV (33) EP (17) EP (71)
LV (80) LV (62.5)
Violence ofthem LV ABC (46) LV (30) ABC (25) ABC (74)
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EP (54) EP (5) E\s ((225))
ABC (90) ABC (60) EP (58)
Trump EP (67) EP (50) LV (50) ABC (30)
LV (57) LV (43)
ABC (92) ABC (12)
Pontifical visits EP (100) EP (50) AEBF? (2151) LV (17)
LV (60) LV (20) (25)
ABC (87.5)
. EP (8) EP (6)
Elections LV (25) ABC (19) IIE_I\D/ ((g())) ABC (28) LV (9)
ABC (100) ABC (33)
ABC (33)
Sport EP (100) EP ((50%)) EP ((50%))
LV (A 17) | EP (100) LV (50) LV (33)
ABC (100) ABC (100)
Refugees EP (83) EP (83) 5\7 903 ) ABC
LV (80) LV (80) (40)
ABC (100)
EP (A 33) ABC (100)
Other ABC (100) (3 50)LV EP (43) LV (40) 5\7 ((1781))
ABC (A 5) ABC (67) EP (74)
Spain EP ((35%)) EP ((35%)) EP (26) LV (27) ABC (40.5)
(4a) LV LV (19)
Ny ABC (67)
o (83 )EP @ 8) EP (39)
Territories |[The West**** ABC (25) EP (38) ABC (24)
LV (A 13) LV (34) LV (21)
. ABC (96)
Non-Western countries and ABC (10) ABC (20)
territories**** LI\E/FZG(SSS)) EP (53) LV (1) EP (19) LV (20)

Source:Author.

*For each group of frames, the predominant frame in each newspaper is recorded for the corresponding subject or ediffaseriie in percentage points with the corresponding binary frame is
indicated in parenthes. In case the predominant frame is the neutral one, the second frame with more records is indicated by an arroendbesdiffieswn in parentheses if the difference between

the binary frames is greater than 10 points. If a newspaper is not consigmgd/en combination it is because there is no registered data for it. The topics in which the records of the newspaper and
topic at stake are above the median of that newspaper by topics are highlighted in bold.

**The equal sign in parentheses indicatbat the records are evenly distributed among the three variants of a given group of frames, neutral one included

***The percentages that coincide between two variants of a given group of frames are shown inside double parentheses.

***+See table 4.
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Conclusions

It is not strange to encounter the question of why a xenophobic organization
has not gained parliamentary strength in Spain, contrary to the success of them
in a large part of Europe (Alonso and Rovira 20%5)s to the rejection of
M&lI, opinion polls show that this is a less widespread attitude in Spain than
among its counterparts. A recent Pew survey (2018) indicates, e.g., that it is the
sixth European country (and the first among the Mediterranean ones), with
more people saying (74%) that yheould accept Muslims in their familgee
al so Dennison and Draganovg§8 2018). One c
attitude of Spaniards towards those who profess Islam could be mass media.
Our analysis of the Spanish media discourse supports the hypothesis.

We have analysed whether thgiroon and the attitude that the press tends
to shape is Islamophobic or integrative. For this we have attended to the extent
to which it opts, respectively, for the exclusive vs. inclusive, homogenising vs.
heterogenising, and problematising or not of M&Ihas been done taking into
consideration both the total coverage records and the documents in which these
records appear in rel ateferengestothelsldmec cat ego
subjeciand o6voi c e § whchttie mnediawusedcegabhe image of
reality in reporting. The third category analysed was the news topics, which
have been coded as a unique record per document.

The empirical evidence shows that there is no incitement to violent action
against Muslims; it is not a racist madliscourse directed against the Muslim

6ot her. 6 An image of rejection of the | s
point of being possible to read® definiti
and of Islam as an®aswal axalegorcg stateinentsmp o s i t i
suchas fAthey do not try to int®gfadate t hems
mo st O6subjectd records see Muslims as a
belongingto a community of undifferentiated peers (homogeneous fraksey.

result, there is a racist discourse abou

one hand the different integrative frames suppose at least a quarter of the
coverage, the neproblematic one equals the problematic one. In the case of
V&S, the presnce of the former is even larger.

To sum up, the Spanish media coverage is more homogenising than
exclusive, although it presents both Islamophobic traits. On the other hand, it is
more balanced in its framing of M&I as a problem, and in fact it tendsrtcays
the Islamic as noproblematic. The democratic principle of pluralism of
information is translated, in any case, into a plurality of frames. Thus, while the
H2 is confirmed, the H1 is qualified. This is all the more so because the diversity

“This study was conducted and concluded prior to the 2@mRlAsian elections, as a result of

which Vox, a farright formation, won 12 seats in the regional Parliament, and prior to the 2019
general elections (24 seats). In the absence of due research, the media coverage of the candidacy
seems to have focusedigsues other than its Islamophobic discourse.

2*ABC, 22:5-17, p.76.

2V, 18-3-17, p.23.

°ABC, 27-8-17, p.3.
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of frames is accompanied by a plurality of V&S: both institutional and non
institutional, and both Muslim and ndfuslim. In this regard, it can be concluded,
on the one hand, that there is no silencing or exclusion of either Muslim er extra
institutional V&S. h the other, that, even though both institutional and non
Muslim V&S predominate, and even though they are mostly framed Islamopho
bically, it occurs again with the exception of the problematic frame.

H3 and H4 are also confirmed: centrist LV appearsifésgrative than leftist
EP, but more so than righing ABC, from which it can be inferred that, being
ideology important, territoriality is not a relevant factor to explain framing of
Mé&l. Regarding EP it is worth adding that it is also the newspapeidlamises
contents to the lesser extent, both by the number of published news and by the
total amount of words of its coverage, but also by the volume of opinion entries.
Even though LV and ABC publish more news than EP, what is published by each
of themis reduced to less than one third of the days of the iydéess than a
quarter in the case of ABC and EP. In the absence of comparative elements with
other media systems, it allows to deduce, perhaps not disinterest in M&I issues,
but willingness not tolslamise the public agenda. The hypothesis would be
supported by the low percentage of news specifically related to the Spanish reality.
It remains open for future research.

The analysis of the media topics corroborates the conclusions reached so far
and dows to validate H5. The news published in the context of the attacks of
August have been particularly enlightening: at a critical juncture, for it was
susceptible to racist reactions (Islamophobic on this occasion), both EP and LV
opted for reducing thpresence of the Islamophobic frames and for increasing the
integrative ones in addressing the multiple aspects they coveréevisigheir
previous coverage of M&l. ABC opted for a more Islamophobic discourse than
the one it was holding so far. At the satime, nonetheless, the righing daily
reduced its coverage to less than half the number of pieces of the other two
newspapers; that is, it became more Islamophobic while, potentially neutralising
its social and political impact, Islamised to a lesstard.

Taking together the diversity of frames and the differences pointed out among
the newspapers, the Spanish press projects a rather homogeneous image of M&l
and tends to shape it as a strange 6ot her
6 us . duld hot be wamtributing, therefore, to the inclusion of Muslims as a
perceived part of an actually pluralistic or multicultural society. But neither can be
said of the media discourse that is fuelling fears, tensions or hostilities towards
Mé&lI. More oftenthan not, the Islamic dimension of reality appears as an issue that
is avoided, firstly, in avoiding the Islamisation of subjects and topics and,
secondly, by the relevant presence of the neutral frame in Islamised coverage. This
kind of silence could helfp understand the absence of rejection by Spanish public

opinion, the Bourdieuds Ohabitusd that wou
silence could also be implying an absence
whi ch &6wed | i v eissieoftee Maditatranean.r e on t h
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Black Sea as Literary and Cultural Space:
State of the Art and Prospects

By Yordan Lyutskanov

|t is argued that the not i oniversef 6literary
perspectives by scholars within the disciplinary contexts of cultural geography

and literary studies, is a convenient tool to evoke interdiscipliresgarch that

has its focal area about literary studies; and hence potentially contributing to

overcome a state of the art which perpetuates the position of studies on the

Black Sea literatures and cultures at the margin of humanities (or: on the verge

of not being constituted as a subject in humanities). Attempting a critical

overview, | discern two nma shortcomings of studies on the Black Sea
region/area: (i) a tendency to 6naturali seq
correlates with specific interdisciplinary constellation; (i) and a multilayered

commitment to imperial agendas, some exogendhs gpeographic region and

some not. Tracing diverse theoretic perspectives in adopting the concept of

6l iterary spaced (as a driver of i maginati
ambient of noroccurring events), and minding the mentioned shortcaning

come to a set of prospective research issues which, as | believe, can bring a

scholarly field to birth.

Keywords: Autonomy of ResearchBlack Sea Studiesliterary Space,
Marginalisation of Humanitie® Subal t er ni sati ond of Uni mpor:t

Introduction

In the spring of 2018 a conference call for papers was issued under the
promising title fABl ack Sea as Literary ar
in the title across t he Y.rkeitaxtofdhegaini si ng |
(Nusdovici and Dokhturishvili 2018) disappoints with the lack of critical focus,
thematic omnivoraciousness and postmodern commonplaces (deterritorialisation,
(post)transnationality, multiculturality) that, inter alia, fail to address, or figure
out,theregip6s i ndividuality; and any regionao:c
of the text is based on an optimistic, simplifying and teleological postmodern
narrative on how things have happened in comparative literature which used to
be methodologically nationalist biater it liberated itself. It remains unclear
how this wuniversal treat ment of our days
helpful in addressing literatures that have never been juxtaposed before, even
within the framework of rigid methodological nataism(s). However, the
call brings to the fore a usable concept

"Associate Professabivision of Comparative Literatur8ulgarian Academy of Sciences, Institute
for Literature, Bulgaria
lCompare (CODFREURCOR018) and (llia State Universi§018).
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(Black Sea Littoral 2018) contains some promising research proposals but fails
to orchestrate a focussed whole. | will briefly defend my contentiefsa)
here it would suffice to say that the mentioned shortcomings reflect the state of
the art in the field, or in a field in its prenatal state; and that a proceedings volume
might necessitate modifying the stated contentions but could neither repbcate
check the preliminary considerations that follow.

This article is written from the standpoint of a literary scholar who is aware

that its topic is situated at the intersec
disciplines, most notably: history, ginistics, anthropology, cultural studiaad,
one among others, I|literary studies. Yet th

a convenient tool to evoke interdisciplinary research that has its focal point (or
area) in (or about) literary studies; arehbe potentially contributes to overcome

state of the art which perpetuates the position of Black Sea studies at the margin of
humanities. In the first section of my article, | will introduce to the state of the
art in Black Sea studies which | view ascholarly field in a prenatal phase, in

order to contextwualise and support my <cl a
spaced could be the conceptual t ool to br
secondsection, | will relate my intuitions aboutpos e my of 61 it erary sp

previous uses of this concept by schdlaad will briefly approach some
potential or actual issues of the hypothetical field of Black Sea studies adopting
the respective explications of the concept.

Black Sea Studies and Hmanities: Drafting the State of the Art

The r enjnorand drepparent otherneadth regard to Europe/North
Atlantic West, partly grounded in the lack of apparent subjection to European
colonialpowers of modernity, is precisely what makes researdh ona post
modern/postcolonial context, especially challenging. There are both theoretical
and empirical reasons to think that most voices coming from it, and their
hypothetical choir (harmonious or cacophonic), seem not enough alien or enough
(demograhically etc.) significant to be let, or invited to, sound. In btieéy do
not speak for anything |ike the 0G| obal S
E ur o pwendperipheryis let: in the submodes of (sel) deconstructing
nationalisni and of decortsucting renascent imperial aspiratich§he former

’As a rule, | shall omit works which used the concept without defining it, as if a common language

expression. | myself shall be using the concept in the same way in the first part of the article. | also

exclude fromconsideration strings of works, mainly in Slavic studies, which use the terms

fichronotop@ aockudiogestvenapetpeosvormestveowi ned by Mikhail
latter sanctionedrobablyby the medievalist Dmitriy Likhachév.

3As are Bulgarian, Greek and Romanian discourses in the volunigganfgled Histories of the

Balkang(l deliberatdy refrain from full reference).

YItis a tacit assumption of the two last sentences above that scholarship from and estatation

Europeds periphery has only the two mentioned optio
of its occupations, ithis scholarship wishes to be published by renowned journals and publishers.

And that scholarship devoted to the European cor e
Reasons for this divergence of possibilites are embedded in the structure dethational
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submode is felt 1 n Neal Aschersondés (1995)
andin the Southeast European and Black Sea Studditorial instruction to
authors to avoid ethnocentrism (SEEBSS n.{he latter submode is felt in
variegated criticism of Russian imperialism (for example, in the seminal work of
Susan Layton [1995]) and of n€@itomanism. A work approximately coeval
the first moves of ne@ttomanism (on them see: Colak 2006), senshaly by
Eyup Ozveren (1997), discussed below, tellingly models the pésitmiving
Ottoman hegemony as (the) one to be emul
lacks such bent or sympathy and indirectly and unintentionally aggrandises the
period of Ottanan hegemon$.
Metageographical stereotypemd the realities of the Cold War should have
had stagnating effect on a notion of Black Sea space (as a driver of imagination, as
a site of interaction, and even as an ambient)-@alst War policies of gaing
favg‘(gur, or ingratiating, with the West prove as no less destructive (King 2004:
239).
Recent attempts at thinking the countries/communities/societies around the sea
not separately but as an interrelated whoém reiterate the Cold War dividfgust
as numerous works on Russian military and political expansionism/ revisionism do
it.
It is my impression that in recent research four kinds of works seem to
prevail: geopolitics; economy; practical sociology and political sciénce
prehistoric and ancierdrchaeology. The disciplinary scope of the probably only
i nternational academic jour n@&duthedso cont ai
European and Black Sea Studigssociated with the Hellenic Foundation for
European and Foreign Policy), and of the plal most long lasting book series
to contain it, Black Sea Studiegissued by the Danish National Research

scholarly field and its entanglement with political and economical structures and agencies. The issue

is intimately tied with the topic of the present article, but addressing it needs a separate one.

*The journal is published since 2001.

®As for mid-sized powers, represented by the nasitates of the region that lack imperial past, it

seems that their moral and intellectual capital to decolonise themselves has been entirely spent in

and devoured by the rise and moral/symbolic fall of naiismabetween early faand late 20 c.,

so that the only source of credit for their gmfpetuating agency, apart from posidern
(self)deconstruction of nation and at least moderation of nationalism, remains Western scorn for

regional former empires.

" See (Lewis and Wigeh997); but also, in particular, geography of prestige associated with EU

enlargement.

% The portrayal of oneds own country as more attra
even more civilized than those just dowe toast has remained the normal mode of discourse.

Today, there are few places in the world where political elites and average citizens know less about

their neiglbours than around the Black Bea

iThe o bjective of the wierBlack Bea fittordl as ar ioterndtienale | op t he
meeting place of the socialist worl do. This is a
Bl ack Sea in the Socialist Worl doUnveditta h was to
London (Conteri®2014).

10\Nhy not thinking of sides across the divide juxtaposing them, hypothesising, for example, their

mutual complementarity, no matter successfully or not?

11E.g. studies of implementability of modern Western political and societal culture in mainly post

Sovid settings.
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Foundati onds Centre for BSS) , epitomi ses
research on BS is either completely torn from current economic aititgbol
agendas, or overtly perceived as instrumental to them (the confession in Sideri and
Roupakia (2017: 223 is indicative).
Such a constellation keeps a notion of a Black Sea space outside the core of
humanities reproduced through a general humaanitagducation (in secondary
school and university courses for rgpecialists) and epitomised by literary
studies™® Focus on social sciences and ancient history/archaeology (disciplines
that are closest to viewing their subjects as natural objects) msgjniaithe
academi c s pacei amodettely delouminisddimaye af the
Black Sea area and its inhabitants. It/they largely remain(s) outside the scope of
6i deogtaquityi cal &
The journaKaradenizBlackseay j tc dzts j* calgtsaaijpwed as challenge
to the above outlined interdisciplinary constellation. It is issued quarterly since
2009 by a Turkish publishing hou¥ds worth devoting a separate articleHiere,
the disciplinary context is one of social sciences (which are designated as
journal 6s Asubjecto in CEEOL) and (actuall
restrict myself to a brief analytic summary based on ten issues from the 38
available at CEEOL (Karadeniz 20@918): the earliest four (2009), four from
2014, and th&atest two (2018).
Within the first issue, if a Black Sea area surfaces at all, it appears not like
a site of contact but/ Tawr kal'tsmitseslddof repr es
revival through the research published in the journal. There is noialitor
explain the name and programme of the journal. Authors are Turks and Turkic
ethnics from Russtd, later from Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan too. Two articles
are published in Russian, while the rest are in Turkish. Some of the summaries
are hard to undstand due to the quality of their English language. Throughout
this and next issues BS appears as a contact zone, in both spatial and
symbol ical ter ms. In tHiTurkocees$sswd keetds
Turkey and of a space comprising Eastern Eeffognd Inner Asia. Already in
the third issue two articles were published which forgettassBS Turkic

%As the Black Sea region represents Europeds bord

European identities and borders have been challenged through various types of migrations as well as

enlargement, we hope this collection of essays bex@maseful tool for all those interested in

contemporary politckcand EU pol i tics more specificallyod.

¥ view literary studies as the core of humanities
subject, literature, converges art, (verbal) lang@emgkideology in the most balanced andgaing

way, in comparison to historiography, visual arts etc., probably with the exception of theatre and

cinema. This assessment rests on the intuitive assumption that the multitude of possible subjects of

0i dpbgréd (Semthemnextnpte)an be viewed as sharing 6family r
three features the combination of which grasps the nature of human species and the uniqueness of its

representatives: O6artistryd, élingualness6 and 6i de
“Yrecall here Wilhelm Windelbandtés basic typology a
“Note the mor phol ogical o6Turkificationd of the name

1. °See (CEEOL 2019). | was unable to obtain more specific information.

It is an ambiguity supported by the formal idgnof terms in the Turkish language.
8ith one apparent exception, a Russian Turkologist of Russian or Ukrainian ethnicity.
19Esp. but not only Crimea and Tatarstan.
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interliterary space. Greek and Armenian presence in the history of the region
was tacitly circumvented, whi stgeart he t wo
which mentioned Christianity in their summaries (mtfnouncedly) introduced
it as an exogenous agency in the region.
Moving to 2014, no. 1, apparent change is brought about by inclusion of
Englishlanguage articléd and of Georgian author (whaublishes in Turkish). At
first sight, language shift can be viewed as move towards further internationali
sation (even globalisation) of the journal. Yet it is noteworthy that Russian authors
appear more inclined to switch to English. This models an emplerarchy of
languages of publication: English (worth switching to), Turkistaybeworth
switching from), and Russiasurelyworth switching from). Cooptation of author
from Georgia indicates and nurtures the same hierarchy, probably driving Turkish
closer to the top position of English and promoting it as regiowga franca
(instead of Russiany.In the second issue we see Siberia and the Asian Far East
included in the symbolical geography of
article contrbutes to the following turn in forging a (cross) BS literary space: a
national of one BS country (Turkey) writes about the literature of another BS
country (Russia). It is a rare approach on the pageKadcddeniz but it is
expected, for it adds anothespact to a desirable, from Turkish standpoint,
hierarchy in distribution of knowledge. If Turkish is to be lihgua francaof the
region, Turks have to be (the experts) in things about the region, whilEunks
can be just experts in their national teef®. | did not notice a reciprocal
contribution: it seems that Russian specialists in Turkish literature publish
el sewhere. A similar contribution, A6Myt
Bul garian Literatur eo, vallable thraughlCEEOLe d i n
(2018: 2F3 The text of the English abstract gives reasons to think that the author
read her Bulgarian source(s) not in the original but in Russian. If | am right, the
aforementioned hierarchy of languages is extended: mexiagd vernaculars
from the region are at the bottom so far (the case of Georgian scholar writing in
Turkish)2*
Moving to 2018, no. 1, | find noteworthy the focus on Anatolia and arehaeo
logy, and the disappearance of Turkic authors from Russia/former 8JSSR.
Characteristically enough, while not successful in forging an international/
transnational BS region, or in constituting such a region as a frame and unit of

20 By a Turkish and by Russian authors.

21My conclusions rest on numerically scarce datanddethey can be factually misleading.
Whatever the case, | insist on the theoretic significance of applying such an approach to a scholarly
journal and its languages.

22Compare with the global stance of Andlmerican, and partly French, German and Russian
academia.

Zpfter the present article was submitted, no. 1 for 201asddenizappeared at CEEOL. | cannot
comment the contents of this issue.

*practicalities should not be ruled out: creating of research centres promoting acquisition of
regional vernaglars and knowledge based on surveying sources in the original language consumes
time and resources. Publishing in languages with drastically lesser number of speakers than Turkish
poses other challengesé

“As witnessed by the list of authors in no. 2 rientioned disappearance was a temporary one.
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analysis, the journal fails to address an eponymous territorial entity too. | mean
the so called Bick Sea Region of Turkey, one of the administrative divisions
of the Republic. Studies of sites, events and phenomena related to BSR territory
are too sparse across the journal. While produced by academics from the this very
region, it remained entrapped i a par adi gm of excavating OT
Turkeyd6 and thus remained a Turkish natio
linkable with the ideologies of Pdrurkism and, to a lesser extent, of Neo
Ottomanism.

An article publ icordessuedD09: 2)t under theditter nal 6 s s ¢
AThe name of oO0Kara Deni z0: a view from Ca
stance of symbolical (re)appropriation of the sea on behalf of (&) irkism:

I n searching for roots ohtodaphhasadieversami nati on A
popularity, researchers immediately refer to the Anatolian Turks as the main and

easiest source [ é] The Anatolian Turks were
could not be source for other nations for chronological and histbrieasons.

Source of this name, which was spread as far as Iceland at the very beginning of its

occurence in sources, is again Turks, but we need to have a glance at Bulgar and

Khazar worlds. This essay cl|l ai mdudedhat the #fb
in the Bulgar legacy of the regiofiKaratay 2009).

It is noteworthy that Karatay (2009: 68) does not circumvent the Iranian
interpretation (authoritatively articulated by Schmitt 1989) but downplays it (not
mentioning it in the abstract). Doylaying is symbolically/politically relevant. As
well-known, history of Black Sea can be viewed (and is usually viewed) as North
Eastern extension of the GreRoman one: the sea is being discovered by ancient
Greeks and thus is being included into histensu strictpand so on. There are
reasons (archaeological evidence etc.) to model a history of BS from Iranian
standpoint, from the perspecticengedof | rani a
history is a third broadcale option. Editors oKaradenizcome close to a
paradigmatic shift in Black Sea studies, albeit clumsily: demonstrating political
engagement and no reflection on the political relevance and on the refféxfity
their enterprise.

KAREN(KAREN 20152019), issued by the Institute of BlaBea studies
of Karadeniz Technical University in Trabzon, is another Turkish journal worth
paying attention to in this articf The name of the journal is derived from the
Turkishrlanguage abbreviation of the issuing instittté. also lacks a program

*Circular relation between them and their research subject.

A1l seven, actually six of seven, issues are freel
#Block letters are used by journal itself, ség:Hwww.ktu.edu.tr/karenjournal. The name is an
abbreviation based on the phrase fKdradenizi t ut e of B
Ara Kt é rEmstititba r(é&r el evant | etters italicised by me). Howe
di ffer enkarraedaedniinzg :Arfiakt ér mal aré Enstitg¢se¢ Dergi si (
Bl ack Sea Studieso (hYtpOhéewwwrkt u.ieaduw.gtirs/iloar(erj deaurr
does not <contribute to the abbreviation. Apparent |
tempted to suggest than not only euphony was a criterion. The name of the journal coincides with an

Armenian male nam, AKareno. I ncompl ete coincidence does no
but symbolic displacement
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matic editorial (or it cannot be found, as the first issue altogether). The only
articl e i%hseienthsissiiewhich adeéresse®a Black Sea space within
the field of humanitie§ performs, at the same time, a symbolic retroactive

appropriatioof a territory across the sea, as s
Social, Cultural, Economic, and Religious Development of Crimea during the
Seljukian Erao. The second issue contair

Trabzon,from the fields of archeology, history, political science and applied

sociology. As in the current issue, the only text which explicitly thematises a Black

Searegion/area is devoted to geopolitics and scramble over hydrocarbons,

viewing that area as a zone of contention betWgssia and the West (Turkey

being either a part or an ally of the West). In the third issue the mentioned strategy

of (re)appropriation is typified by a fragment froma ar t i c| efdfl®@ s ummary

peninsula located at the Northern Black Sea is called Crimeks living there

are called TatarS(KAREN 2017, 1: 18". The issue (as well as the subsequent

ones) retains the localist archaeologtuatorical focus on Trabzon (and, partially,

Pontus: Giresun, Samsun, Rize etc.). It backs up preoccupation admentgorary

Russian fArevisionismd (in no"cenfiy with ar

Russianplan to capture Istanbul. An article from the fourth issue devoted to a

poet from Borchalo, an area in SolEhstern Georgia, extends the logic of

(re)appropiation towards Caucasus; difficult to follow as it is, the wording in

the summarydés initial sentence suggests

exogeneity in tTodanyenitti olnfeBl o raateal:i of, sic

different regions and borrowed umdine administration of the Republic of

Georgia, living as an old Turkish homeland from old dat@6AREN 2017, 2:

1489*The | ast three issues add nothing sub
Despite de KAREN s aninternatiandlpedrrevéwed journal

indexed by Index Copernicis et c . ( KARER en2phasi®added),1 ] : [ 3]

the overwhelming part of the articles is written in Turkish and by Turkish

scholarsi just as is the cast of the editorial and advisory boards. Despite

introducing thef as hi onabl e requisite of ORCI D nu

names, publications overwhelmingly address Turkish themes and conceptualise

them ethnocentrically. It fails in constituting and even demarcating a BS region

as a unit of analysf¥. But it succeedsni substantiating, in quantitative not

Actually, it is the current-slosavemth pid¢wevw. &kt uc
karenjournafrchieve (Accessed 15.7.2019) leaddstt he same text7d&@.s clicking or
30http://www.ktu.edu.tr/dosyalar/karendergi_30b43.|odf (accessed 15.7.19). | deliberately refrain

from referencing the author of the article which contains the cited statement, preferring to view the
statemenitasi 6inal 0.

31http://vvww.ktu.edu.tr/dosyalar/karendergi_ablcO.pdf (accessed 15.7.19). | deliberately refrain

from referencing the authors of the article which contains the cited statement, preferring to view the
statement as o6institutional 6.

$0verall, twoattempts by Turkish scholars to address medieval Georgian history are to be found in

the journal; yet their summaries provided me no reasons to consider them anything more than

extensions of research in Turkish/Turkic history, they lack both regionaisKartvelological

focus.

33http://vvww.ktu.edu.tr/dosyalar/karendergi_df374.pdf (accessed 15.7.19).

't o6failso, if we assume that a corresponding int
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qualitative terms, a territorially narrower prospective unit of research, the BS
l'ittoral of Anatolia (or fABl ack Sea Regior

A research group at Columbia Universiycalling themsele s fiBl ack Sea
Net wor kso and dev odoliaborgtivetintiativedoeiivestegate t o t he 7
the Black Sea as a hub of cultural, political, and historical inferest f or now seem
to only demarcate a research territory and academic niche (prospectiveema8 s
and doctor al programmes in OBS s/ Studiesbd
mere list of participants and a brief declaration of intention are hard to assess, yet
in this case two peculiarities provoke comment. First, acotmial structure of
the research enterprise is suggested: a prestigious Western institution shapes a
team abundant in affiliated and nafiiliated natives of the oféhore territory
which constitutes the research object. Second, an interdisciplinary compromise,
balancing betweae mainstream interest in political phenomena and marginal
humanities, is offered. Both peculiarities promise too timid a departure from, and
maybe even a reiteration and strengthening of the state of the art in the field. The
multileveled neecolonial powe relations that shape international distribution of
academic labour, that are embodied in a hierarchy of exogenous standpoints and
institutions®, and that shaped the interdisciplinary constellation outlined above
would be embodied in a collective agenthat highest hierarchical posittinAnd
these relations would be projected into the up to now missing disciplinary core
(non-applied humanities and napplied literary studies in particulab.

As already notedKaradenizandKARENmake partly visible ahare possibly
committed to a selmpowering, seléxalting and seléxempting vision of the
region; the same could be argued al®EBSSalthough the aspiring agentsy
less easily identifiable and the aspiration far less pronounced). Let us datdhis
of agency (neo)imperial. It embodies a certain structural tendency, hinted at in the
previous paragraph: the tendency of Odexter
on the region. Th%conipRtesahe kendéneyaembbedyingvo r k s o
the struatiral possibility of a necolonial agency. | would provisionally define a
(neo)colonial agency as a(neo)imperial one with substantial offshore possessions.
Its main characteristic relevant to my argument is extraterritoriality; or principal

®Actually 5 of 12 members of t he ficeofrom t eamo, i nc
Columbia University.

%The farer is an institution the more prestigious is its opinion. It would suffice to add here that such

symbolic geography is unalienable from collective imagination in societies undergoing either

Europeanisation or egovietisation and that most BS societies undergo both processes (Turkey of

AKP being the sole regional agent which probably is more or less free from betblgsiging

discourses).

3 This agent is or will be internationally visibfar excellencewhich exactlymatches the neo

colonial power relations in and outside academia.

38Afterthisar‘ciclehasbeensubmittedt0|s||eeﬁs view, brief bios of the member s
of the project appeared on the website. The project website could have systematicaligdind

those research achievements and interests of the project participants which back up their

participation in the project. Whatever the case, it is possible to analyse individual research records in

order to make pr ognos i twitesomore tadocurate;gout this pvduld haper o spect i ve
been an undeserved tribute to a reputation.

%t remains unclear why plural is used.
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exogenousnes#, conceived from the standpoint of the offshore possession, BS
region in our case.

Tendenci es t owar ds 0
onomot hetisationdé of th
the Black Sea are dply congruent to each other.

Homo ponticusif such exists (=can be plausibly evoked to existence by
scholarship), has still not been invested the constitutive properties of modern
humanity (and it is them that position him/her on a par with any contampo
scholari hows oev-mod &pro&tt he | atter may concei)
humanity found/projected into/associated with- @ed postmodernity. This is so
even if we count for the possibility that some communities less than other lean to
put ther experiences into literature (just as some seem to be less leaning to
represent/experience sea as domestifiable space).

In particular, we still lack a volume on Black Sea literatures to bring together
Afarticles on the devedsorpande phenonfenatinhe v ar i
themo, even | ess one to indicate fAany exp
di fferent traditionso. (1! cited past con
which addressed the state of the art in the study of*NEasern literatures).

Kilpatrick does not focus on another aspect of the situation, no less valid for the
hypothetic field of BS studies in humanities.

In line with the international division of academic labour, whereby the
periphery is assigned (or assignsti t sel f) only occupation w
national) self and with the most prestigious international core, research on BS
region in BS countries even lacks institutionalised forms. Such state of the art
gives some reasons for more-fging scepticis1 on the prospects of creBsack
Sea regional integration than the one expressed in (Manoli*2000) the other
hand, interpreting (physical and mental) artefacts related to places within the BS
basin as artefacts signifying a Black Sea space couldhbe fir nostalgic imperial
agendas, as is the case, for example, Katiadeniz

A recent collective research project on the BS region demonstrates concern
with viewing 18" and 14 centuries links between Europe and Black Sea societies
and cultures asrlks of [bidirectional] exchange, not of [unidirectional] transfer
(Kaser and Gutmeyr 2018:-PD). Such a concern is justified by new data on how
6the things werebo, but it has a nor mat.i\
reluctance to reiterate colahipower relations through the means of scholarship.

One wonders whether we can extrapolate this normative framework to our
contemporaneity, arguably characterised by-pasiunter and nornationalist /

post etc. ethnocentric scholarship predominanttie West and, arguably,
resistant nationalist / ethnocentric in countries around the Black Sea. One wonders
whether encouraging negthnocentric research on BS issues contributes to
knowledge transfer (which is unidirectional) rather than exchange. Ordergon

eni sationo of
bject of resea

““ insist on the appropriateness of this denominat

“Tacit teleologism and geopolitical/geocultural ias Ma n o | iYétsto date theredsistl ( i

no blueprint for Black Sea regionalism to deepen cooperation and integrate into the European

communitydo [ 2010: 323 (abstract)]) presents another pi
studies ortheregion, which, however, | prefer to not comment here.
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why 18"-19" century locals are recognised as holders of knowledge to be shared
and early 2% century ones are not. If in position of academic publisher, | would
abstain from discouraging ethnocentric studies in favour ofettamcentric,
being awee that, a century or more ago, it was ethnoceintiiitc the sense of
nationalist and in the sense of Euroceritrknowledge that was transferred into
the region, being reputed to be advanced.
It can be argued that it would be premature to deconstrhnbesntric
scholarships from the Black Sea region before even letting them share a common
stage and ground; whether we wish that or not, scholarship in and beyond the
region is organised along national, that is, cryptoethnic and (crypto)ethnocentric,
lines the same being with various societal structures; despite globalisation. Yet
two of the too few histories of the Black Seli ngdés andi séesmmégoher sonos
take this arguably premature stance. Intersubjectivity prior to subjects, or, rather:
transnatioality prior to internationality, transsubjectivity prior to intersubjectivity
seems the overarching epistemic filter in these works. From appreciating
vernacular cosmopolitisim to championing the current (neoliberal, EU or else)
one, circumventing imperiadnd especially nationalist legacies as burdensome,
probably with the tacit excuse that marine space, unlikeltanhed, marginalises
6ver nacul aflikenatibnalistd feom the aitsée s
These considerations hint at the possibility of makisghmlarly use of focus
on BS (region) that goes beyond justifying and researching the subject (BS, or BS
region) itself. That is, scholarly researc
itself (especially provided that Black Sea region proves deviafit of analysis)
but an opportunity to challenge metageographical stereotyping; and to challenge
themondogue fortwo voices involving Eurocentrism and its postcolonial others.
In a way, Ascherson follows the specific logic of Russian Orientalisttmein
Caucasus: dividing the locals into interesting (and noble) savages asd not
interesting (and not noble) (quasi)civilised Orientals; a divide noticed by Susan
Layton (1995); unpremeditatedly, he falls into the monologic discourse of
colonistsvsnomad, ci vilised vs barbarians andée Gr ¢
Byzantines of Trebizond and Poles fit the first; Khazars, Tatars and Abkhazians
the second category. Many of those who fit in neither remain outside the story.
The Crimean Karaims are actudyh e onl 'y exception in Ascher s
Hence research focussing on interactions between more than two kinds of
actors, ideally to implement and extrapolate the fourfold sociolinguistic typology
of Henri Gobard, is desirable. Binary structuring of theedbjreinforces
6civilisational myopi ad. The | atter seems
historical writing about BS. It comes to testify that the use of postcolonial/

42Referring to the sociolinguistic typology of Henri Gobard (1976; discerning four mutually

complementing functions of language: vernacular, vehicular, referential, mythical), | demarcate the

possibiliy of considering nationalism as an ideology that forges a societal etc. order through
overestimating 6vernaculardé values and artefacts. I
basing on their privileging one or another function of languagepeegtribing a relevant world

order.

“A senti ment agai nst Oterrestr2i7a5) o(rideér]6 Bust fietl ti si

thought from i nl andiidséblled Yliffusejways.t he book of King
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postmodern analytic repertoire is selective. What people knew about an object
implicitly coincides with what ancient Greestsdtheir-intellectuatheirsin-the
West knew (as in King 2004: 1138). Greater cultural mixing between Greeks and
barbarians is explained with hypothesised higher level of development of
Acivilisatciadnstanadtpoleisti of some of the |
the explanation depends on implicit assumptions too. The myopia has both
epistemological and axiological dimensions.

What lies on the surface as a tool of knowledge is takehby defaulas the
best /only possible/framri@rming tool; namely, the Greek and Roman written
sources. As a result, BS is depicted as the +sastern fringe of Hellenic and then
Roman civilisation; instead of being depicted as the seatitern fringe of the
Scythian/noradic/steppe nomd¥é the western of the Iranianoftp r t he 6door 6
for the Caucasian cultural community to n
all the mentioned perspectives would fit an important methodological requirement
of West phal s gegcetiasenrseetbelawj seation ) and could be
viewed as its extrapolation from literary into cultural studies.

Given the precedentView bn RNSsindhistarynotTr ub et s |
from the west but fromthe edstL 9 25 ) , t hoep tliaraglin@history g e o
written in the 2000s is even more disappointing. On the other hand, to write a
history of BS against the almost complete lack of precedents is already a feat. Yet
what would constitute a breakthrough is any attempt to write of BS péaasgs,
and artefacts from the perspectivenofmoidifferent from the Grec&®oman and
the European ones.

Civilisational egocentrism on behalf of a West tracing its genealogy to ancient
Greecé® pervades even writing that consciously tries to count fer |dp
sidedness of the OHell enes vs. barbari a
intellectually prudent and grammatically
the remotest Antiquity the indigenous and nomadic@ozek populations of the
Ponticregm wer e persistently viewed as one of

1980) 0 (Bil de and Petersen 2008: 9) t el
specifying the subject of perception, o]
enunciationd. Viewoedeby wham@pd®hgt sosm so

even does not require explication? Such is the power of discourse. Next, to
recognise that an encounter is transformative for those who meet, that no one of
them is superior, and that no one of them is deserving attention are (three)
different things, but Bilde and Petersen (2008: 10) seem to overlook the difference.
| attempted apreliminary epistemological contemplation on the tacit
assumptions in, and to some extent the repertoire and the methodologieslof, Bl
Sea studies. | shall try to explain now why and how introducing the concept of
0l iterary spaced6 in these s-awamrnessn coul d ¢

“ns patly implemented in (Vinogrado2008), wlo r eckons wi tépatteimef val i dity
historical development for the region which differs from the customary division of ancient history

into Archaic, Classical, Hellenistic and Roman peigods( 1 3 ) .

“As initiated in (Nieling and Rehm 2010).

“Nomater whi ch: of fiwartime intellectuals [ é] i n At
Chersonesuso, to use Aschersonés dichotomy (1995:

129



Vol.6, No.2 Lyutskanov.: BlackSeaasLiterary andCultural Spaceé

them and help overcome an unfavourable interdisciplinary (and institutional)
constellatio which deprives regional academia, intellectual elites and, ultimately,
societies from cognitive and historical agency.

Expl anations of the Concept of OLiterary .
Studies Prospects

Taking the standpoint of what seems te gommon reason (albeit one
shaped by philological education), | understand literary space to be trifold:

() A product, matter and, possibly, a driver of (literary) imagination;

(i) A site of interaction between literatures, potentially leading to or, possibly
a symptom of the existence of wh at t h
centrismo, fAinterliPbieomry)onewemiginntyo (t
Awo-+ I deratured (understooedcasoamyal ogue
see Dominguez, Saussy and Villanueva, 2015: 36);

(i) A site of mere collocation of literatures.

Hence: a myth, a field of powers, and an ambient.

The firstpes pecti ve on o6l iterary spaced, the o
probably be best supported by the notion o
geographyo; a subdiscipline or scholarly p

0
the confines of Britis cultural geography for decades (see Hones 2008:- 1303
1305, 13122313 and 2010, 2014: 164, 169, 170) .
texts as events that happen in the course of sociospatial and intertextual
interactionso (2014: vielvdd)here aghtheldgwamici t er ar y
simultaneity provided by intertextuality within a text (2014, 17). It is considered
not only as an entanglement of fictional and factual whence neither can be given
prominence (2014: 123, 108 etc.) but also as a phenomenon lwisiainmappa
ble (117).

To say it otherwise: a space becomes a literary space when its representations
and knowledge production about it can and are analysed with the tools of

narratology, hopefully one that had overcc
(compare Hones 2008).
Basing dliterary geographyo on wundersta

icontainero and s%(R0Ll 686688b201%), Sheila Home® c e s s (u a |
apparently (2014: 170) denies that such understanding is mastered by the more

“H A O0specific interliterary communityd refers to th
levelofinteect i on is close to that of national | iterature
a fAistandard interliterary c¢ommumicithdeadhr efigliiotnearlar y cen
bodies | arger than communitiesc&cabe &aBt digroantmuwe tt e

(Dominguéz 2012: 103; [rephrasing] added).
“8But also omnipresent, with permeable boundaries, and pletedlrchical (Hones 2010: 6&fter
Thrift 2006).
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recent projections of literary studies into the field of geography. The latter are
exempl i fied bxptlasofEaropeam Noa@m e¢ét Be ©tsr and West p
Geocritique It seems that the main criticism against Moretti is that he gives
ontological priem i ty to oOfactual 6 ovethat despitect i onal 0
due acknowledgement of the-too r mat i ve p o Wéde understandsf i ct i on e
space as a measurable container.

Seen from this perspective, a BS literary space could be and will benithicer
on the condition that insights and the methodology of literary geography are
implemented. Within such context, the issue of whether an experience of literary
space can be put on a mapeems to have secondary importance; deliberation
whether it exist or not would have a primary one.

Understanding of literary space within literary geography of geographers
shares a basic intuition with an earlier conceptualisation within the field of literary
studies. It can be viewed as unpremeditated concretisatios iatuition (Jacobsen
1982 t hat a |literary space is a (kind of
psychoanalyst D.W. Winnicott (1971). Mary Jacobsen shows that literary space is
neither inner nor outer; that it cannot sustain claims for final buttorrectness;
that i1t invol ves t hiies wsepaednesrison nafo diiwsi b dliine

In some partial way, the wundasrstandi ni
organiseeby-r het ori c6, or as t R'éseesNpaen 800®M,r gani s e
also fitsthe perspective of literary space as a product, a matter and a driver of
imagination.

West phal 6s awareness regarding t he hi s
perception of space and representation of space (2052°%B4°-86, 132" fits
too. ltletsview i t er ary space as a magnifier and e
change over time. Closer to the core of his theoretical project, we can view literary
space as a tool for realisation, a specimen, a facet and maybe a concentrate of
immanent intersubjectity of any spacé’ Thus, BS as literary space would be
constituted through fian intertextual chai
across many different books (or -8paintings
that refer to BS.

“Al Gleocriticism confronts a referent whose |iter:
but as foundationalo (Westphal 2011: 113).

%A review of diverse approaches to this possibility from the domain of literary studféerésidoy

Ugka Pereni | (2014) .

as suggested by Gred®oman sources and shared by at least some of the scholars in classics.

2f a epresentation of s p ascleoticta,andiihese Gaavatyer ot i ¢ 0 (
over historical time and cultural space A | Navigatib $ancti Brendanno attempt was made to
account for the physicatbjectiveworld, but only for a world designed by God and recognized by

me n 0-58). Bhe latter statement does not, of course, testify to a belief (on behalf of Westphal
that physicality of space/world was not perceived by St. Brendan.

*ils mi mesis al ways based on fidelity to app
world and the text has been significantly re
*iThe dominance asfactutllip morevpiosouneel in diseduisec amd metaphors
than in perceptions [é] 0.

*>From the standpoint of geocritique or geocriticism, intersubjectivity or multifocalisation is that
what makes space a space.

ear an
duced
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Thesecondperspct i ve on Ol iterary spaceb6, model |
i's compatible with (A) an extension of Fe
space into literary studies (the extension prefigurebbyon |l z 6 8ut hgiomy of

interliterarity fur i g i eic] dn@® B&gnised by Cesar Dominguez [2012:

103]); with (B) adaptation of Pierre Bourc
comparative literature (as performed by Pascale Casanova [1999]°2@0it);

with (C) the literary topology of Juan Brubivoa(1975; 1988; 1990).

For Casanova and those who take her work, albeit with some criticism, as a
point of reference (as Leypoldt, 2015; or Hibbitt 2017), literary space is a loose
synonym for (interor transnational) literary field.

As for BruceNovoa,h s fAl i terary spaceo seems to be
of works experienced in their relationship
and define theiiframeatbdkermbveéemenatr§y wor ks t
film, music, history or multiplef acet s of social -159)nt er acti on
Speaking of BS as literary space in the sense of BYioeea, and minding his
reference to George 3 weuldmeantsypahesisé ni ti on o«
that a constellation of literary works exists whigérsists in time and can be
labelled as BS.

Regarding studies of the BS, anticipatory to this perspective (to its first
theoretical variant: Braudelian understanding of historical space) was a study by
Yakar Ey¢p ¥zveren (19 @kiSearegidrewvamimddedng t o ¥z
a worldsystem within the global worglystem, or worlewithin-theworld, during
the long 19 c., as far as material goods and financial capitals were concerned; that
is, it existed as a supralocal entity and as a unit of analygisnomically. More
important, a general conclusion could be drawn from the mentioned study that a
Osupralocalityd can exist as an entity 1 mj
helping avoid regionalist/arealist essentialism. As far as | know, ahere works
inquiring whether the historical condition described by Ozveren is extendable to
exchange of nematerial goods (ideas, ideologies, images, attitudes) and of
artistic and literary artefacts and models.

It can be argued that indispensable st how to probe the existence of a
Black Sea interliterary space, or Black Sea wdiddature, are to be found in
works by Johann Strauss (2003 etc.) and Hilary Kilpatrick (2000).

The third perspective, supportable by findings that sometimes in amgeet
between cultures neither acculturation nor transculturdtican occur, would
confront us with the insight that a nement is also an every, and would allow
us admit that it is the structure of a certain space that weldowresoti one or

**Casanova relies on Braudelian intellectual eepee too (Hibbitt 2017: 9). An explicit

preliminary theorisation on implementability of Bou
see in Boschetti 2012.
*ipefined 0topologicallyé, a cultureoinstanssguence

(cited in BruceNovoa 1988: 264).

*Brief discussion of the difference between the o6ac
see in Dominguez et al. 2015-63.

*9As historical introduction to the issue in BS setting may serve théednidakob Munk Hgijte

(2008). Compare with more general scepticism in Ascherson (1996894t my sense of Bl ack
l'ife, a sad one, is that | atent mistrust between di
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anothet heory of space (pri mar-isbuyt,hegrreidod wvss.. ¢
Ospace is created through i magination and
literature (Ljuckanov 2014: 29B) has expressed the caution that a BS interliterary

space nght turn, upon performing necessary research, a mere interliterary

collocation. Yet it conveyed the methodological suggestion, or recommendation,

not to rule out a story of nesuccess from objects of inquiry.

All conceptualisations of literary spaceaetd to above can contribute in one
way or another to better understand our mat&tedl object, Black Sea; to
unpacking it from politicaeconomic and geopolitical uses, interpretations and
concerns.

Focus on the 61l it er arhg @mitswopmytogatian.hi s poi n
Yet | am aware that neartistic and nofverbal manifestations of cultural spaces
exist. A wide variety of tangible and intangible assets (from folkloggias on
money to eating habits to loanwords etc.) that are investad wéthin the broad
zone of human agency inbetween/alongside economy and politics can stimulate
imaginative coherence. The latter could be interlocal, intercommunal, interpolitical
[between polities], international etc.; and it could be perceivable bys|dza
outsiders or by botf?

As far as | can judge, the triple sema
effectively extrapolated to the concept
semanticised and wused with tgheouldvi ew of
become a cornerstone for-a@rginalisation, or indeed the bringing to birth, of a
field. It would be a rigorist use that would abstain from studying political and
economic phenomena and that would (deconstruct and) avoid political and
economic oncerns in the choice of research topics.

In Lieu of Conclusion

| would outline set of research issues (I would not dare to say a research
agenda), which set, if implemented, would bring a field out of its prenatal. phase

The following research degdr at a can be a good startir
towards the aforementioned unpacking anandeginalisation:

- negotiating the notion of BS region as a viable unit of analysis in literary
and cultural studies;

-elaborating the <codncéeeulst ubrlailt egmacoe ds p
material from literatures and cultures from the BS region;

-testing the workability of concepts O
spaced6 (the whole set was more or | ess
Ozveren (2018), Chaere (2018), Durnali & Eme¢ (2018), Johadze
(2018), Lomidze (2018) / Lyutskanov(2034)Mamatsashvili (2018),

®9But see also: the specific way in which literature domparison to music, architecture etc.)

evokesspace; or BS as space evoked by literature (and not music etc).

®This text appears as (@bsgaats df Gammdnicaidizochfre2 0 1 8 ) in t
(https:/filiauni.edu.ge/uploads/other/48/48797.pdR) a n d as Yordan Lytut skanovéds
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Sabatos (2018), Skvirskaya (2018) and Svanidze (2018) [abstract only in
Georgian], and partly by a group of proposals using the thematic pattern
6BS in the works of N6, for the October
conference call makes me believe that these papers will renggirbra
disjectain the proceedings volume);
- addressing or drafting or preconceiving tliéerentia specificaof suwch a
6spaceb, that i s, i mpl ementing an ideog
W. Windelbandt) on the level of methodology from the outset.

The latter is what the 2018 conference call exactly failed to do. From the
theoretical toolbox of postmodern/padtmial studies it has chosen those which
are likely to have universal applicability (hence we have the preconception of one
more Carribean, one more Medditerranean, one moreéCEast t r al T &ar op e é
more site, still unoccupied, to try the toolbox). hietconference succeeded in
something, this is to summon scholars with diverse backgrounds interested in
contributing to a field that emerges.

Further on, focussing on the following set of issues related to the symbolical
capital acquirable by scholars acommunities of the Black Sea area to make a
scholarly field worth existing, could be helpful:

- (in)coherence between written and oral sources on Black Sea related
event s, |l ocal ities, artefacts etc (1 f B
b a r b awhy rnotycansidering it the birthplace of conflict of interpreta
tions based on written vs. oral memory respectively?);
-(in)coherence between O6indigenousdé and
interpretations;
- competing, conflicting, complementary and imgmatible interpretations of
mythological figures associated with Black Sea and foundational for
Hellenic and European sense of cultural and interpretative superiority (see
Beridzebébs paper proposal for the 2018 c
- analysing interactions betweearore than twokinds of cultural or societal
actors within the Black Sea region / area, ideally to extrapolate the fourfold
sociolinguistic typology of Henri Gobdtt
- performing expositions on BS places, events, artefacts from the perspective
of nor?goi (world-orders)other thanthe GreceRoman and the European
one(s)”.

i Ac a d e nflttps//vewlviacademia.edu/36548275/Comparative_literatures_of the_Black_Sea
_region_Call_for_papers

%2t views any linguistic situation as one of potential or actual tetraglossia,which is characterised by
mutual complementarity of languages, as in diglossia (distinguished from bilinguism). Within
tetraglossia, languages assume the functions of a vernacular, a vehicular, a referential or a
mythological language.

®To turn again to the Thilisi 2018 conferencich perspective is suggested by Licheli &
Guinashvili (2018) and by Margaryan (2018).
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These issues would stimulate the mentioned scholars and communities
conceivetheir own condition in terms of responsibility for voices that were
silenced because of methodological and civilsetl myopia.

CrossBlack Sea comparisons on any topic within any field of humanities
are desirable at any moment. Cr&S focus is likely to have a disciplining
effect, by circumventing the possibility of circumscribing research within already
establisked domains like Balkan or Caucasian studies. Such companosioh be
especially useful through performative deconstruction of the metageographical
divide between a #Europeodo and an fAAsi ao.

Addressing a number of other issues could have a methodolagicaideed
epistemological disciplining effect on a scholarly community to come and could
make it fit thereflexivecharacter or ideal mode of social sciences and humanities,
that is, the circular relationship between scholarship and subject:

- inspecting (n)significance of scholarship on enhancing/suppressing an
idea of BS space and thus investigating the (prior) reflexivity of social
sciences and humanities in the case of BS stfitlies;

- epistemological contemplation on (lack of) implicit civilisational bis,
the thematic, conceptual etc. repertoire, and on the methodologies in Black
Sea studies

The 2018 conference resulted from Frefs@orgian institutional cooperation.
If it involves other institutions from the BS region as peers, it could turn into the
appropriate institutional framework for the research field to be born outside the
constraints of negolonial distribution of intellectual labour.

To summarise, prospective research on BS region should:

(i) overcome civilisational and epistemological mypivhich favours
Eurocentric accounts based on written sources in Greek, Latin and
Western languages);

(i) evade monism (classificatory pattern based on the distinction between

6culture/civilisationé and O6barbarityd
(i) make explicit use of the reflexivity of sial sciences and of humani
ties;

(iv) be focussed on cro$S research topics; and
(v) be supported bintraregional institutional cooperatidfi.

®yet even cros8S focus can depend on stereotypes undermining the nascent field from within, as

critical analysis of conference held 10 years ago shows (Lyutskafy. 20

®Considerations on applicability and desirability
60rientalismd, see Par as31i5acbutd\be aarefadenck pomtdjuseas heva 201
the diverging/converging reassessments of Byzar@tteman and Russian imperial orders&is

vis symbolic devaluation of nationalism in western scholarship. See also Ascherson 199%):119

iRenate Roll e, the Ger man -known Wastem linteigpretertof who i s r
ScythianresearchinRussiand Ukr ai ne [ é] evidently felt that he
to muscular and nervous perfection had to be walfeéfom the contemporary triumphs of East

Ger man women athletes, hardened and unsexed by an:¢
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(viRegi onb6s experience as one 4 hat s (1)
l'itan and (i1i) n e-Eurdpesardé G&H U rl d p enaenedd sn oarn
adequate metalanguage to be worked out.
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Spatial Variations of Sea Level along the Egyptian
Mediterranean Coast

By Tarek M. EiGeziry & Mohamed A. Said

This paperis based on hourly sea level data from six-ideiges distributed
over theEgyptian Mediterranean coasthese data areised to alculate the
tidal characteristicsthe spatial variations of the mean sea lewslannual rates

of increaseand seasonalariations. Twelveastronomical tidal constituents are
constructed using the TIOE package. Along the coast, tidesare of
semidiurral type and he mean sea levaicreasesfrom west toeast with a
difference of35 cm betweenthe two extremities.The sea level rate of
increase varied between 1.0 mmf{wes) and 6.4 mm/yreas), with an
overall average rate of 3.4 mm/ythisis higher than the rate of the global
and whole Mediterranean basi but meanwhilés less than the rate of the
eastern Mediterraneabasin. The sea level examines a seasonal trend with
usuallows in spring and high in summer. The seasonal variatioiesd to

be mostlyaffected by the air pressure scheamel wind regime over the coast.
Land subsidence is another fagtehich must be considered upon investigation
of sea level variability along the Egyptian Mediterraneaast. However, this
needs to be verifiednd concluded through more robust actual geological
observations and analyses

Keywords: Astronomicatides,Egypt,Meansea levelMediterraneanSea Sea
levelrise, Seasonavariability.

Introduction

The EgyptianMediterraneancoaststretches oveabout 1200 km from
Sallum (31A30Nj13njN; Ra5 A®06 Nj3:BAE)1 M)NR gikjEe
in the east(Figure 1), comprisingfour different setions on the basis of the
physiographical characteristio&ccordingly, different coastal dynamical features
may beexpected for investigatioat each of these sectioridhe most western
section Section } is the northwest Egyptian Mediterraneeggion, which extends
from Sallum to Alamein and is characterised by the highest elevation above the
mean sea leveMSL) along the entire Egyptian Mediterranean c¢&santamaria
andFarouk2011) Section 2 present$ie middle northern EgyptiarMediterranean
region extenthg from Alamein to Alexandria, comprising Alexandria Western
Harbour, the main Egyptian port on thkediterraneanThe third section is the
Egyptian Nile Deltaregion, which extends from RosettaRort Said, where the

"Associate Research Professdmboratory of Physical Oceanography, Division of Marine
Environment, National Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries (NIOF), Alexandria, Egypt.

"Emeritus Professor, aboratory of Physical Oceanography,viSion of Marine Environment,
National Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries (NIOF), Alexandria, Egypt.

141



Vol.6, No.2 El-Geziry& Said: SpatialVariationsof Sealevelé

highest population density inhibits and the main zone of Egypt agriculture
activities existLastly, the most eastern section (Sectipims4henorth-eastern
Egyptian Mediterraneamegion, which extends from Port Said to Rafah
comprising the main zone of Egyphdustrial andcommercial activities,
including the Suez CanaRlong this prolonged coast, fiveoastallakes in
connection withthe Mediterranean Sea take place. TheseMaeut, Edku,
Burullus, Manzalah andBardawil from east to west, respectivelihese Delta
Lakes are key ecosystems that act as a protective zoneldod ieconomic
activities (UNDP2014).In addition to this castal lake system, the Egyptian
Mediterranean coast is characterised by the existence of different ports and
harbours, some of which are commerciag, Alexandria, and others serve
mainly fishermersocietiesge.g, El-Burullus.

Figure 1. The EgyptiarMediterranean Coaswith its Four Geographical Sections
and Locationsof theSix Tide Gauges Used the Present Work
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The observed sea level variationsthe Mediterranean Seae attributed
to both the meteorological conditions impagtion the internnual and higher
frequencies changes (Gomis et28l06) and to the steric parameters influencing
the regional changdd simplis and Jose2001). The sea level variations in the
eastern Mediterranean basin, as in the whole basin, are tgw@ranges ithe
driving forces of climate and are affected by the anthropogenic fsl¢tiin the
Basin, the sea level decreasetvween 1960 anti994 due to thencrease in the
atmosphec pressure (Tsimplis and Jos2§01), and the steric heights deased
as a result ofcooling of the upper waters of the eastern MediterraEsimplis
2002). After 1993, warm air caused sea level in the eastern Madgan
basin to rise (Tsimpli2002) In the Levantine Basin, 8LR (sea level risepf 10
mm/yr off the Israeli coast during the period 198101 was noticed by Shirman
(2001). The same rate was revealed for the period-2092 (Rosen, 2002).
Larnicol et al. (2002) suggested that the changes observed in the sea level
anomalies during the period 192999 in the Levantine are related to variations in
the deep and intermediate water masses distributions in the whole Eastern basin
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By analysing hydrographic data (temperature and salinity) to investigate the sea
level changes in the Mediterranean Sea, Tha{g002) concluded that most
of the sea level variability in the eastern Mediterranean basin during the last 5
decades is due to steric changes in the upper waters directly linked with cooling.
Vigo et al. (2011) used Igear altimetery data set (192208) to investigate the
sea level variations in the Mediterranean Sea. Their results revealed that the
amplitudes of the annual cycle vary from 4 to 11 cm, except for a small area of
value around 16 cm at the sowghst of Crete corresponding to the lereget
gyre activity. They concluded that the major features of the Mediterranean Sea
circulation are driving the highest seasonal variability in the observed sea level.
The thermosteric contribution in the observed sea level variations is also dominant
in theLevantine Sea (PassaradaBeitz2012).

The observed sea level variation off the Egyptian Mediterranean coast results
mainly from the combination oheastronomical tides and surgdsdes as in
the whole Mediterranean basin, are mainly semidiumitth a generalidal range
in the order ofa few centimetres(Moursy 1994, Moursy 1998, Tayel 2008,
Husseinet al 2010,Saadet al 2011, ElGeziry and Radwa2012 Said et al.
2012,Radwan and EGeziry2013).Surges, on the other hand, have more impact
on the Egyptian Mediterraneacoast. They may reach 1n@ elevation undethe
effect of the meteorologitéactors (EtGeziry and Radwa@012).The combined
impact of astronomical tides, storm surges and sea levdlSii$®) can severely
affect lives and caaal propertie$Douglas2001). Off the Egyptian Mediterranean
coastthe SLRrate haganged between 2.0 and 3.0 mm/yr over different periods
(El-Fishawi and Fanos 1989, Frihy 1992, Frihy 2003, Sheked 2011 and
Maiyza and EiGeziry 2012) In additon to the SLR problem,hé above
mentionedfour regions along the Egyptian Mediterranean Seashmvn to
examinevariousenvironmentastresses that are mainly attributed to anthropogenic
activities:urban, touristic, industrial and agricultura¢sultirg in pollutants of
land-based sources (UNDED11). The environmental problems related to coastal
development, the alteration of the coastline and borders of the wetlands and
watersheds, and the biological threats are all characteristicesé skctions
(UNDP 2011, UNDP 2014). Erosion is an additional problem, particularly in the
Delta zone, where engineering and constructive works are constantly reguired
means of protection (Friny 1992, Frihy and Lotfy 199dsguptaet al 2009,EI-
Sharkawyet al.2009, EI-Raey2010. The Egypian Mediterranean coastasbeen
identified as highly vulnerable to climate change induced ®d8gupteet al
(2009) ranked Egypt in the top ten most impacted countries (out of 84 developing
coastal countries considered wentte) for population potentially displaced due
to a 1m sedevel rise.Studies on the vulnerability of Alexandria SLRrevealed
that a 0.3 mincrease in the sea levefould inundate large parts of the ¢ity
resulting ininfrastructuredamagein displacenent of ove’500000citizensand
in a loss of about 700000rk opportunitiegEl-Raeyet al 1999).Alexandria was
alsoranked 11 in terms of population exposed to coastal floodm@d70s (E!
Deberky and Hunick@015). Syvitskiet al (2009) identifiecthe Nile andNiger
Deltas as being the most threatened of the African deltas daedtsubsidence
and human interference
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All these factors reflecting the importance of monitoring the sea level
variationsalong the Egyptian Mediterrane@oastmotivated this analysis of
sea level, which includg for the first time, &et of sea level data covering the
whole Egyptian Mediterranean coaResults from such research are necessary
not only for monitoringsea levebut also for preparing mitigation progran
for coastal defence.

Data and Methods of Analysis

The present work is based baurly sea level records frosix tide gauges
distributed over the Egyptian Mediterranean caasshown irFigure (3. These
gaugeswere deployed aMersa Matrouh (MM), #li Abdel-Rahman (SAR),
Alexandria Western Harbour (AWH), ABQir Bay (AQ), Burullus new harbour
(BR) andPort Said (PSjrom west toeast, respectivelyihe periods of data are
different for eacHocation [Table 3, with the longest record80 yearg at AWH
andthe shortest recosd4 yeard at MM. The recorded sea level at each locaitson
referred to the zero level of the instrument.

Table 1 LocationNames Tide Gauge Positionsind Periodsof Recordsof Sea
LevelDatain thePresent Study

Tide Gauge
Location Nomination Position Period of % of Missed
Lat. Long. Records Data
CN) CE)
Mersa 4 years
Matrouh MM 31360 | 27.183 (20032006) 0
Sidi Abdel 5 years
Rahman SAR 31070 | 28.836 (20122016) 0
Alex. 33 years
Western AWH 31183 | 29.983 (19742006) 9.1
Harbour
. 21 years
Abu-Qir Bay AQ 31325 | 30.075 (19962010) 0
6 years
Burullus BR 31582 | 30.986 (20032008) 0
) 8 years
Port Said PS 31256 | 32.305 (20032010) 0
Source:Author.

The sea level records weaealysedin order to get the astronomicadidi
constituentsusing the T_TDE packaggPawlowiczet al 2002) which works
under the MatlabenvironmentT_TIDE is principally based on the concept of
the ability of expressing the tidal amplitudes at any location as the sum of all
the harmonic compeents
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.. az2p Q
h(t)=4 A, cosEt+1,8 (1)
n %{1 -
Where
d(t) vertical displacement of the sea

A, amplitude of a harmonic component (m)
T, period of a harmonic component (s)
U, phase of harmonic component

The T_TIDE package may give up to 68 tidal constituents. A signaise
power ratio (SNR) is computed based on the square of the ratio of amplitude to
amplitude error, and is used to identify significant constituents. The latter (those
with SNR > 1) are marked with a A*o in t
(Pawlowiczet al.2002). As tidal amplitudes irthe Mediterranea®ea are of a
few centimetresthe present work focuses only on tinajor tidal components
for all: diurnal, semidiurnal and long period oscillations. These are defined,
accordingo Kowalik and Luck (2013) in Table.

Table 2. The 12 Major Tidal Constituents Generated Uding T_Tide Package
in the Present Study

Diurnal Constituents Semidiurnal Constituents Long Pe”Od
Constituents

O_l Principal lunar M, Prlc_lpal lunar Mf Lunar fortnightly

diurnal semidiurnal

K, Lunisolar diurnal > Prmqpal solar Mm Lunar monthly
semidiurnal

P; Principal solar diurnal| N, Lunar elliptic semidiurna Sa Solar annual

Q: Larger lunar elliptic K, Lunisolar semidiurnal Ssa Solar semiannual

Source Kowalik and Luick(2013)

The Mean Sea Level (MSL) is often defined as the average value of levels
observed each hour over a period of at least a year, and preferably over about
19 years, to average over the cycles of 18.61 years in the tidal amplitudes and
phases, andtaverage out weather (Pughdavoodworth2014). According to
this definition, the MSL is calculated in the present study based on the hourly sea
level sets. On the basis of the calculated MSL, together with the obtained
astronomicatonstituents: princigasemidiurnal (M2 and S2) and main diurnal
(K1 and O1), the terms describing the madal characteristics (Moursy994
1998) along the southern Levantine Basin were calculated. This comprises the
highest high water level (HHWL), the lowest low waterdlef LWL), the mean
high water spring (MHWS), the mean low water spring (MLWS), the mean high
water neap (MHWN) and the mean low water neap (MLWN).

Moreover,the type of ides along the Egyptian Mediterranean coaas
determinedusing theconstituent fator (Pugh2004) According to the value of
the F factor, the type of a tides can be defined as follows: if F ranges between 0
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and 0.25 then a semidiurnal cycle results; if F ranges between 0.25 and 1.25
then a mixed mainly semidiurnal tide occurs; if Fges from 1.25 to 3 then a
mixed mainly diurnal tide occurs and finally a diurnal tide redoitd- values

great than 3 (Pugk004).

FF= (H01 + HKl) / (HMZ + HSQ) (2)

Where,

Hoz is the principal lunadiurnal constituenamplitude

Hk1 is the lunisolar diurnal constituer@mplitude

Hwm2 is the principal lunar semidiurnal constituemplitude and
Hs2is the principal solar semidiurnal constituanplitude

Annual and monthlyneanlevels were calculetl for each data set to present
the final results and discussion in the present work.

Results
Tidal Characteristicsalong theEgyptian Mediterraneaoast

Table3 showsthe constructed we | v e ¢ camgditudes andephases 0
at each investigated lationin the present studyDespite thaveakness of the
observed astronomical tides along the coast, thedvistituent is still the key
player in the observed variations in the astronomical,tidesn the worldwide
known places of semidiurnal tides. Tkl amplitudehas itsminimum value (0.6
cm) at SAR and itsnaximum value in PSL8 cm). Sidi AbdetRahman location
has the lowest astronomical tidal elevations among the six investigated locations.
This may be attributed to the deployment location of jdage, which is an
enclosed bay with a narrow opening connection to the opefseabtained
information o the astronomical elevations wased to calculate the different
water level characteristics along the Egyptian Mediterranean coast. The results
are shown in Table4). It can be easily deduced that tides along the Egyptian
Mediterranean coast are wifainly semidiurnal type. While theighest HHWL
occurred at P37 cm), the lowest LLWL occurred at MM (23n). PS and SAR
had the maximum and minimuwalues, respectively, for both the spring and the
neap water ranges.

TheSpatial Pattern of th&lean Sea LevéMSL)

The spatial variations of the MSL along the Egyptian Mediterranean coast
are presented imable 4 The MSL increasesll the way longfom MM to PS,
i.e.from westto esst, with a total difference &5 cmbetween the two extremities
AQ and AWH have the same MSL 48 cm which is in good agreement with
previously calculated MSL at the two locations over different periods (&aad
al. 2011, EFGeziry and Radwan 201&aid et al 2012, EiGeziry 2013). The
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present MSL slope along the Egyptian Mediterranean cagrgtes withthe
generalatmospheric pressure scheme over the Levantine Basin (Tsehplis
2005,Gomiset al 2008,0ddoet al 2014).

SpatialVariations of the AnnuaISL (Sea Level Rates)

The annual MSL variability and trends at the six tide gauge locations along
the Egyptian Mediterreean coast are shown in Figure Results revealed a
generaltrend of increase in the annlMBL along the Egyptian Mediterranean
Coast but with different rates. It can be deduced that the regions of sections 3
and 4, comprising the Nile Delta, examine the highest rates of increase being 4.8
mmAr, 3.8 mm/yr and 6.4 mm/yr at PS, BR and AQ, regpely. On the other
hand, the three other rates of increase are 2.2 mm/yr, 1.0 mm/yr and 2.4 mm/yr
at AWH, SAR and MM, respectively. The average rate of the SLR along the
Egyptian Mediterranean coast is 3.4 mm/yr. This is larger than the global SLR
rate br the 28 century of1.8+0.5 mm/yr (Church and Whig906, 2011) and for
the whole Mediterranean basin rates, over the same periodl-bf31mm/yr
(Tsimplis and BakeR000). Meanwhile, it is less than the Eastern Mediterranean
rates of 020 mm/yr (Caenaveet al 2001, Rosen 200Xlein et al 2004,
Tsimpliset al 2008,Vigo et al 2011, Passaro and Se@12).

Spatial Variations of the Seasonal Sea Level Variations

The seasonality in the recorded sea level is a major cause of its observed
variabilty (Torres and Tsimpli2012). Different coastal regions can be influenced
by different meteorological and oceanographic factors, such as atmospheric
pressure, wind system and the thermohalieeic effects (Gill and Niiled973).
Along the Egyptian Metierranean coast, previous studies in the seasonal
variability of sea level are scarce, although this is important for coastal risk
assessments and mitigation plan initiation to face risks from SLR, storm surges
and floods. Monthly mean variations of seavele along the Egyptian
Mediterraneartoast based on the presedata sets are shown in FigureThis
shows that the sea level along the Egyptian Mediterranean coast examines a
seasonal trend with usual low values in March and April (spring season) and
higher ones in August (summer season), except at Sidi Atadehan, where the
maximum mean monthly sea level was in December. November and December
(late autumn/early winter seasons) also examines high mean monthly values.
The seasonal sea level variabilglong the Egyptian Mediterranean coast can
thus be concluded to be consistent with the atmospheric pressure scheme over
the coast and the wind regime.
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Table3. TheTwel ve Constituentsd Amplitudes and Phases at Each I nvestigatec
Freq MM SAR AWH AQ BR PS

A [Amp.| O] Phase] A [Amp.| O [ Phase] A [Amp.| O | Phase| A [Amp.| O [ Phase| A [Amp.| O] Phase] A [ Amp.| © | Phase

(cm) | Error Error | (cm) | Error Error | (cm) | Error Error | (cm) | Error Error | (cm) | Error Error | (cm) | Error Error
SA 0.000114| 40 | 0.8 | 312| 11.46| 40 | 0.79 | 312| 125 | 9.0 1.0 | 334| 7.94 5.7 0.8 | 327 | 8.48 6.8 090 | 336| 7.93 9.8 | 0.13 | 344 | 6.59
SSA | 0.000228| 2.4 0.80 | 332 | 18.71| 2.4 0.80 | 332| 19.0 | 2.5 1.0 | 318| 29.11 | 2.6 0.80 | 313 | 1858 | 4.0 0.90 | 290| 1342 | 6.5 0.13 | 305| 9.98
MM | 0.001512| 1.2 0.80 | 191| 7394 | 1.2 0.8 |191| 748 | 0.3 1.0 | 177 | 119.85| 2.2 0.80 | 128 | 17.02 | 1.8 0.90 12 96.10 1.7 0.13 | 249 | 189.92
MF 0.00305 | 2.8 0.8 | 118 | 60.96| 2.8 | 0.79 | 118 | 60.A | 0.7 1.0 | 92 6.65 2.0 0.8 | 110 | 42.0 2.0 090 | 58 | 7229 | 2.6 | 0.13 | 67 | 46.03
Q1 0.037219| 0.8 0.15 | 12 | 9408| 08 | 0.15 | 12 | 9410 | 0.1 0.10 | 272 | 44.45 | 06 0.13 | 13 7.63 0.5 0.13 | 280 | 119.42| 0.4 | 0.14 | 257 | 150.27
O; 0.038731| 0.2 0.15 | 257 | 40.24| 0.1 | 0.15 | 258 | 42.0 | 1.0 | 0.10 | 326 | 3.88 0.9 0.13 | 304 | 67.67 | 1.2 0.13 | 245| 5161 | 1.2 | 0.14 | 259 | 56.84
P, 0.041553| 0.1 0.15 | 41 | 7281 | 0.1 0.15 | 41 | 72.83 | 0.5 0.10 | 257 | 9.09 1.0 0.13 | 51 7057 | 1.1 0.13 | 20 68.56 | 1.0 0.14 | 15 74.28
K4 0.041781| 0.4 0.15 | 34 | 21.56| 0.5 0.15 | 335| 2160 | 1.4 0.10 | 355| 3.10 0.3 0.13 | 344 | 20.89 | 3.3 0.13 | 13 20.9 3.2 0.14 8 21.99
N, 0.078999| 1.1 013 | 54 | 76,0 | 0.1 | 0.14 | 267 | 75.90| 0.7 020 | 20 | 1474 | 0.4 | 0.07 | 19 | 102 | 04 0.08 | 264 | 108.35| 0.3 | 0.08 | 261 | 145.34
M, 0.080511| 5.2 013 | 54 | 999 | 06 | 0.14 | 281 | 10.10| 5.2 0.20 | 245 | 42.10 2.0 0.07 | 234 | 12.04 | 3.7 0.08 | 326 | 12.82 | 13.5| 0.08 | 323 | 13.84
S, 0.083333| 3.2 0.14 | 322 | 1523 | 0.5 | 0.14 | 316 | 1503 | 2.9 0.2 | 310| 3.58 1.3 0.07 | 307 | 1531 | 2.0 0.08 | 247 | 2245 | 2.2 | 0.08 | 250 | 20.85
K, 0.083562| 0.3 014 | 87 | 2191| 03 | 014 | 87 | 22.01| 0.8 | 0.20 | 333| 10.10 0.7 0.07 | 345| 43.16 | 0.6 0.08 | 270 | 63.32 | 0.6 | 0.08 | 273 | 58.81
Source:Author.
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Table 4. Tidal Characteristics along thEgyptian Mediterranean Coast

MM SAR AWH AQ BR PS

FF 0.10 0.45 0.30 0.37 0.79 0.28

MSL (cm) 32 35 48 48 62 67

HHWL (cm) 41 37 57 53 72 87

LLWL (cm) 23 33 37 43 52 47

MHWS (cm) 40 36 55 51 68 83

MLWS (cm) 24 34 39 45 56 51

Spring range (cm 16 2 16 6 12 32

MHWN (cm) 34 35 49 49 64 78

MLWN (cm) 30 34 45 47 60 56

Neap range (cm) 4 1 4 2 4 22

Source:Author.

Figure 2. Annual MSLand Trends along thEgyptian Mediterranean Coast
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Figure 3. Seasonalariability in the Recorded Sea Levels along Hggyptian
MediterranearCoast
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Discussion ad Conclusion

Sea level data from six tide gauges were used to fbudgspects of coastal
sea level(1) Tidal characteristic§2) Spatial variations othe MSL, (3) Annual
rates of variationg the MSL and4) Seasnal variations of sea levyallong the
Egyptian Mediterranean coast. The study analysed more extensive data than
previous studies along this coast.

TheT_TIDE package was used to produce the twelve majordaadtituents
Results revealed that astronoat tides along th&gyptianMediterranean coast
areof mainly semidiurnal type with amplitudes in order of a fesmtimetresThe
amplitudes of the solar annual constituent (Sa) ranging between 4.0 and 9.8 cm
along the Egyptian Mediterranean Coast aragreement with Viget al.(2011)
who concluded that the amplitudes of the annual cycle in the MediterrSeean
vary between 4.0 and 11.00 cithe M, constituent is the key player in the
observed astronomical variationgdaeaches its maximum in thestern part of
the coastAmplitudes and phases of the different tidal constituents in the present
study are in a very good agreement with those previawmigludedor AWH
(Moursy 1998, Tayel 2008, Husseiet al 2010) AQ (ElGeziry 2013) and PS
(Moursy 1998, Tonbol and ShaltouR013). This is the first study of these
characteristicoff El-Burullus Sidi AbdelRahman and Mersa MatroulAs
such, there was no reference upon which to compare the present work.

The MSL over the different periods of recordeath location was calculated
Results revealedery significant variations in the MSL, with generaslope of
declination from eaqPS) to west (MM) along the Egyptian Mediterranean Coast.
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This agrees with thgeneral atmospheric pressure scheme of Lamdg Highs
over the Levantine BasifTsimpliset al 2005,Gomiset al 2008,0ddoet al
2014).

Analysedtide-gauge data showed that the rate of increase in the sea level
is not evenly distributed along the Egyptian Mediterranean Cohstovierall
averageaate of SLR along the Egyptian Mediterranean coastakulated to be
about 3.4 mm/yrHowever, it worth mentioning that theid-to-eastpart (AQ,

BR and PSpf the coast examisdigher rates than itsid-to-west parf AWH,

SAR and MM) This may be atibuted to the pronounced land subsidence
taking place in this eastern region of the Egyptian Mediterranean ddest.
alsocomes in agreement with the conclusion of Frihy (20@3) assessed the
exposure of the Nile Delta coastal zone to the SLR consegsi@md identified

four main sections along the Nile Delta Coast as most vulnerable to SLR
including; Burullus and Manzala lakes, western backshore zone of Abu Qir
Bay, ManzalaPort Said area, and Ras-Barr Beach. His studgstimated that
about 306 of the Nile Delta coast would be vulnerable to SINRoreover, he
present results opehe door for further investigation on the key factors affecting
this part of the Egyptian Mediterranean coast, especially the land subsidence rates.
Recent observations ofdhsubsidence rate at Alexandria using peenaGPS
(Woppelmann and Marcd¥)12) showed moderate values 60.4+0.2 mm/year.
Maiyza and EiGeziry (2012) concluded that the rate of kmeel variationoff

the Egyptian Mediterranean coastcontrolled not nly by the oceanographic
factors but also by the land subsidence prqoosbgch has much more impact

(I ) than the formern). Larger rates of subsidence were observed at the eastern
part of theNile Delta off Port Said,which is subsiding at 5mm/yr an@&LR

and its potential impacts would therefore become more severe than other parts
of the Nile Delta (E}Raey1997). Comparing projecte@1® century SLR and
digital elevation data indicates that the Nidelta region will not remain safe
from flooding during the current century without effective adaptation measures,
such as shore protection, emission redusti and integrated coastaine
managemen(Shaltoutet al 2015).

The seasonalariations of the sea level along the Egyptian Mediterranean
coast examina seasonal trend with low values in spring season and higher
ones in summer. This is in agreemerthwhe conclusios of Moursy (1994).
Further investigation on the oceanographic and meteorological fastarsnust
in order to get more comprehensive idea about the mechanism of seasonality
and to build robust conclusion on these variations.

So, in ©nclusion, theEgyptian Mediterranean coast is vulnerable to the sea
level rise. However, itmid-to-east partis much more vulnerabke this rise than
its mid-to-west part The flooding risk assessment oisthregion, comprising
the Nile Deltajs a musfor designingplans ofcoastal defence amatotection
More research is needed on the oceanographic and meteorological forces
impacting on the seasonality of variations in the sea level along the Egyptian
Mediterranean coastAlso, the present study strgly recommends more
investigationon the land subsidence rates along the coast in general and off the
Nile Delta in particular.

151



Vol.6, No.2 El-Geziry& Said: SpatialVariationsof Sealevelé
References

Cazenave A, Cabanes C, Dominh\kangiarottiS (2001) Recent sea level changes in the
Mediterranean Sea revealed TQPEX/POSEIDON satellite altimetrggeophysical
Research Letterd3(8): 1607%1610.

Church JA, White NJ200§ A 20" century acceleration in global skeel rise.
Geophysical Research Lett@31): L01602

Church JA, White N (2011 Sealevel rise from e late 18 to the early 2% Century.
Surveys in GeophysiB2(45): 585 602.

Dasgupta S, Laplante B, Murray S, WheeldP009)Seal evel Rise and Storm Surges: A
Comparative Analysis of Impacts in Developing Countiié® World Bank, Policy
Research Wtrking Paper, WPS4901, 414wailable at:http://documents.worldbank
org/curated/en/657521468157195342/6ealrise-and stormsurgesa-compara
tive-analysisof-impactsin-developingcountries

DouglasBC (200]) Sea level change in the era of the recaydide gauge. IBC Douglas,
MS Kearney, SP Leatherman (e@®a Level Rise, History and Consequergés
64.USA: Academic Press, San Diego, CA

El-Deberky Y, Hunicke B(2015) Vulnerability of the Nile Delta to recent and future
climate changeln Proceedings of the 36IAHR World Congresshe Netherlands,
28 Juné 3 July, 20151-7.

El-Fishawi NM, Fanos AM1989)Prediction of sedevel rise by 2100, Nile delta coast.
INQUA, Commission on Quaternary Shorelines, Newslettedd 47.

El-Geziry TM (2013) General Pattern of Sea Level Variation in front of Alexandria
(Egypt) and its Relationship to the Wind Pattefgyptian Journal of Aquatic
Researclt89(3): 133-139.

El-Geziry T, Radwan A2012)Sea level analysid élexandria, EgyptEgyptian Journal
of Aquatic ResearcB8(1): 1-5.

El-Raey M(1997)Vulnerability assessment of the coastal zone of the Nile delta, Egypt, to
the impacts of sea level rigecean & Coastal Managemesif(1): 29-40.

El-Raey M(2010)Impacts and Implications of Climate Changetfee Coastal Zones of
Egypt. InD Michel, A Pnadya (edsTCoastal zones and climate changd-50.
Washington DC, USAThe Henry L. Stimson Center.

El-Raey M Frihy O, Nasr S, Desouki S, Dewidar(k999) Vulnerability assessment of
sea level rise over Po8aid Governorate, EgypEnvironmental Monitoring and
Assessmes(2): 113128.

El-Sharkawy H, Rashed H, Rache®009) Climate changes: The impacts of sea level
rise on Egypt45" ISOCARP Congresd1p.Available at:http://ww.isocarp.net/
Data/casestudies/1456.pdf

Frihy OE(1992)Sealevel rise and shoreline retreat of the Nile delta promontories, Egypt.
Natural Hazards5(1): 65 81.

Fr i hy(20@3)AThe Nile deltaAlexandria coast: vulnerability to Sésvel rise,
consequences and adaptatiditigation and Adaptation Strategies for Global
ChangeB(2): 115 138.

Friny OE, Lotfy MF (1994)Mineralogy and Textures of Beach Sands in Relatm
Erosion and Accretion along the Rosetta Promontory of the Nile Delta, Egypt.
Journal of Coastl Re®arch10(3): 588599.

Gill AE, Niiler PP (1973) The theory of the seasonal variability in the océ&eepsea
Reearch20(2): 141-177.

Gomis D, TsimpligVIN, Martin-Miguez B, Ratsimandresy AW, Gardiafuente J, Josey
SA (2006) Mediterranean Sea level and barotropic flow through the Strait of

152



AthensJournalof MediterranearStulies April 2020

Gibraltar for the period 1952001 and reconstructed since 1698urnal of
Geophykal Regarch111Doi:10.1029/205JC003186

Gomis D, Ruiz S, Sotillo MG, Alvareganjul E, Terradas (2008) Low frequency
Mediterranean Sea level variability: The contribution of atmospheric pressure and
wind. Global and Planetary Chands3(2-3): 215 229.

Hussein M, Moursy Z, Tayel N2010)General pattern of Alexandria western harbor sea
level changeJKAU: Marine Sdence21(2): 47-61.

Klein M, Lichter M, Zviely D (2004) Recent sea level changes along Israeli and
Mediterranean coastdorizons inGeogiaphy Special IssueS0-61: 167-176.

Kowalik Z, Luick J(2013 The Oceanography of Tideb7. USA: University of Alaska.
Larnicol G, Ayoub N. Le Trayon PY2002) Major changes in Mediterranean Sea level
variability from 7 years of TOPEX/Poseidon and ERS dataJournal of Marine

Sy$ems33-34: 63-89.

Maiyza IA, EFGeziry T (2012) Long term sedevel variation in the soutbastern
Mediterranean Sea: A new approach of examinatimurnal of Operational
Oceanograph¥(2): 53-59.

Moursy ZA (1994) Seasonal fluctuation of surge height d&xanderia, EgyptNational
Institute of Oceanography and Fisheri%1): 33-42.

Moursy Z(1998) Characteristics of the tides at the two main harbors of EgkatU:
Marine Sdence9(1): 19-27.

Oddo P, Bonaduce A, Pinardi N, Guarnier{2D14)Sensitivityof the Mediterranean sea
level to atmospheric pressure and free surface elevation numerical formulation in
NEMO. Geoscientific Model Developmer300£3015 Available at:https://doi.org/
10.5194/gmer-3001:2014

Passaro M, Seitz F (2013eric sea levelariations in the centraastern Mediterranean
Sea from Argo observatiorBollettino diGeofisica Teorica ed Applica&2(1): 131-

147.

Pawlowicz R, Beardsley B, Lentz (2002) Classical tidal harmonic analysis including
error estimates in MATLAB using TIDE. Computers & Geoscienc@§(8): 929
937.

Pugh DT(2004) Changing sea levels: Effects of tides, weather and clira8@tp. UK:
Cambridge University Press.

Pugh D, Woodworth R (2014) Sdevel Science: Understanding tides, surges, tsunamis
and mean sdavel, 395 UK: Cambridge University Press.

Radwan A, ElGeziry T (2013 Some statistical characteristics of surges at Alexandria,
Egypt.JKAU: Marine Saéence24(2): 31-38.

Rosen DS2002 Long term remedial measures of sedimentological impact due talcoast
developments on the southeastern Mediterranean coasthelnChanging Coast
(EUROCOAST/EUCC Ed.),,822-331 Available at: https://bit.ly/2kRgqZa.

Saad NN, Moursy ZA, Sharaf Hlin SH (2011)Water heights and weather regimes at
Alexandria Harborlnternational Journal Physcal Saence6(30): 70357043.

Said MA, Moursy ZA, Radwan AA2012)Climatic chaage and sea level oscillatioaf
Alexandria, Egypt.In Proceedings ofinternational Conference on Marine and
Coastal Ecosystemalbaniag 353-359.

Santanaria RM, Farouk M(2011) Study area characterisation. Integrated Coastal
Zone Management plan for the coastal areas between Marsa Matruh-&adlh,
Egypt Vo. 1(Environmental Hydralics Institute "IH Cantabria“ds), 16-39.

Shaker AA, Saad AA, ANaggar D, FaisaH (2011) Absolute sedevel rise estimation at
Alexandria using tide records and GPS observatidii& Working Week 2011,
Bridging the gap between Cultures, Marrakech, Morocce22181ay 2011, 14p.
Available at: https:/bit.ly/2kUWPhF.

153



Vol.6, No.2 El-Geziry& Said: SpatialVariationsof Sealevelé

Shaltout M, Tonbol K, Omstedt (2015 Sealevel change and projected future flooding
along the Egyptian Mediterranean co@steanobgia57(4): 193-307.

Shirman B (200)) Israel coast sea level changes during 12881 Survey of Israel,
Report No. RD4/117p.

Syvitski JPM, Kettner AJ, Overeem |, Hutton EWH, Hannon MT, Brakenridge GR, Day
J, Vorésmarty C, Saito Y, GiosanMichdls RJ(2009)Sinking deltas due to human
activities.Nature Geosoence 2 681-686.

TayelMF (2008 Using Artificial Intelligene (Al) Techniques for Tidal Level Forecasting
at Alexandria Western HarborMSc Thesis, Faculty of Science, University of
Alexandria, Egypt, 114p.

Torres RR, Tsimplis MN (2012 Seasonal sea level cycle in ti@aribbeanSea.
Geophysical Research Lettefi:10.1029/2012JC008159

Tsimplis MN (2002)Sea level in the Mediterranean Sea: The contribution of temperature
and salinity change&eophysical Research Lett@923): 1-4.

Tsimplis MN, Baker TF (2000%ea level drop in the Mediterranean Sea: an itaticd
deep water salinity and temperature chanGesaphysical Research Lette?%(12):
17311734.

Tsimplis MN, Josey & (200)) Forcing of the Mediterranean Sea by atmospheric
oscillations over the North AtlantiGeophysical Research Lett@&5): 803-806.

Tsimplis MN, AlvarezFanjul E, Gomis D, Fenogliblarc L, PerezB (2005
Mediterranean Sea level trends: Atmospheric pressure and wind contribution.
Geophysical Research Lett&220.. Doi:10.1029/2005GL02386.7

Tsimplis M, Marcos M, Somot S, BarniBr(2008 Sea level forcing in the Mediterranean
Sea between 1960 and 20@obal and Planetary Changé8(4): 325-332.

Tonbol K, ShaltoutM, (2013 Tidal and Nor Tidal Sea Level off Port Said, Nile Delta,
Egypt.JKAU: Marine Science24(2): 69-83.

UNDP(2011)Egy pt 6 s Nati onal Strategy for Adaptation
Risk Reduction United Nations Development Program, 16@wvailable at:
http://www.climasouth.eu/docs/Adaptation011%20StrategyEgypt.pdf

UNDP (2014)Adaptation to Climate Change the Nile Delta through Integrated Coastal
Zone ManagementUnited Nations Development Program, 73jvailable at:
https://bit.ly/2mkSuoc.

Vigo MI, SanchezRealesa JM, Trottini M, Chaoc BR011) Mediterranean Sea level
variations: Analysis of the sdit# altimetric data, 1992008. Journal of
Geodynamic82(3-4): 271 278.

Woppelmann G, MarcoM (2012 Coastal sea level rise in southern Europe and the
nonclimate contribution of vertical land motiodournal Geophysical Research
Letters117.1). Doi:101029/2011JC007469

154



Athens Journal of Mediterranean Studies 2020,5%- 178
https://doi.org/10.30958/as.62-4

Mythos Politicus: A Theoretical Framework for the
Study of Political Myths

By Ramy Magdy

The relationship between myth and politics is widely studied in social sciences,
mythology and political science. However, the diverse literature on the
politicsimyth engagementneither offered a comprehensive study for
understanding thdaifferent instances of the myplalitics engagement, nor
tried to offer any analytical framework for analyzing political myths into
political realities. Part of this inadequacy mightte attributed to the
multifaceted nature of both of the political and the mythological phenomena
and the other part is due to the variety of shapes that political myths might
take. For this reason, this paper aims from expig the literature on the
mythpolitics engagement at offering a general theory for the study of
political myth by exploring its different instances. Out of these instances and
by focusing on one type of political myths which is the foundation narrative
the paper will try to offer anraalytical framework for the study of political
myth into political reality. Foundation narrative is chosen due to its
revelatory character of the different values political founders cherish and its
ability to explore their vision for the future. This makies concept of political
myt h of a practical i mportance to judge
discourses and explore their visifor future. Focusing on Egypt, the paper
will try to apply its analytical framework to analyze the different foundation
narratives of the Egyptian state and the crisis of its current foundation
narrative.

Keywords: Egypt,Myth, Politics, Foundation, Narrative, State.

AfFaust : I write, in the begi |
Goetheg(1808)FaustPart |

Introducing the Theory of Pdlitical Myth

Political mythology is a rich field. It studies, mainly, how politics formulates
myth and how myth influences political actions. As a matter of fact, a theory for
such a topic cannot be outlined perfectly in one single paper or a ¥ebk.
introducing its main definitions, features, approaches, circumstances, and
functions is a necessary task to be undertaken, if one wants to understand the
myth/politics engagemenErom such a task the concept of foundation narrative
could be understood ancpeoper usage of the concept could be made in studying
the Egyptian case.

"Assistant Lecturer, Faculty of Ecanis and Political Science, Cairo University, Egypt
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Terminologyand Definitions

Myth comes from the wordhythosthat stands in Greek for the revealed,
decl ared sacral words, t hkbdogwhichmleoy myth di
mea n s  O(Btevanavia2008: 26) The wordmytha signifies an authoritative
statement about something revealed or sacral, \Wiglesrepresents a word of
truth reached by reason through evidence and augmen{atevanovic2008:
28). Myth is the divine address of men. It is the story of the absolute truth and
t he repr ethen tRa athedworgdsiof gods in some metamorphosis
figurative and ambiguous mann@icDonald1969: 141)
Definitions of myth arediverseand many. Oxford dictionaries defines
myth & iia usually traditional story of ostensibly historical events that serves to
unfold part of the world view of a people or explain a practice, belief, or natural
p h e n 0o m@©xfardr2@L6)While Cambridge online dictionary defineg/th as
0 aancientstoryor set ofstories especially explainingthe earlyhistoryof a
group of people or about natwa | events and0ilb)aScholard ( Cambr i
al so vary over the definition of myt h. Sc
controlling image that gives philosophical meaning to the facts of ordinary life;
thatis,whichas or gani zi ng (Behbrerl®59f360)Claede per i enceb
Levi-Strauss defines myth danguage, functioning on an especially high level
where meaning succeeds practically at [taking off] from the linguistic ground
on which it KLeve Sirauss1®68: 2£0p Mhile Migcéa Eliade
definesmy t h a s, 6al ways .aadramtic breakthroughaof cr eat i o
t he sacr edo6-6)(akdhe axgliesthat9 98: 5

the myth components are (1) the history of the deeds cluffernatural king

(2) that history is considered to be completely truthful because it refers to the real
and sacred since supernatural beings have made it (3) myth always regards to the
6creationdé it shows how somet hintgn started to
and way of work had started. consequently, myths creates the begifirévgry
significant human act, by knowing myth one knows the source of things, which
one can also outpower and manipulate by his free will, it is not about the external
abstra¢ cognition but about a cognition expressed through rituals by solemn
telling of stories or through performing the rite to whom it serves as a cause (5)
the purpose is that myth , through a way or another, has to be experienced so that
every one can beogsessed by the sacred devastating power of events that it
evokes and(Elbdeloé3y agai no

While Frankfort claims that:

O6myth is the form of poetry that transcends
of thinking that tanscends thinking by wishing to reach the truth that it declares,
myth is a form of action, ritual attitude t

to be decl ared and pr on o(Btevaneva2008:128)t he poet i c
On the other handPoli t i ¢ a l myt h @avork ob &ommnenf i ned as

narrative which grants significance to the political conditions and experiences
of a s o dBewmolt and BotiiaRP10: 16), while Flood maintains thah
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working defintion of political myth would bean ideologically marke narrative
which purports to give a true account of a set of past present or predicted
political events and which is accepted as
(Flood1996: 44)

From the above, political myth reflecés accounthat claims to be the
transcendent absollyetruthful story about politics. It targets social groups and
communicates to them some standard of significance/insignificantteey can
judge political experienceslencepolitical myth has an account of wahings
started to be, a target group and criteria for judgment. Established on these, the
aut hor argues for his concept ofisdéfoundat
the political myth narrating the foundation story of a state or republicegime
and the values that should be learnt from it. Such a story not only deshabes
narrative of the founders, but also gives a clue about their vision for the future.
It is mythological since it represents itself as the ultimate truthful account of
history and the origins of things, and it uses unconventional language to
communicatehe values it preaches for the future. But to undersiamadation
narrative as a political myth, one has to understand political myth better by
understanding its differémeatures

TheFeatures of Mth

Myth regardless of its different manifestations in politics, society and religion,
andinspite of the inability to draw a line among itariousmanifestatios in
these spherespythological accounts have commteaturesthat myth reveals
itself through

Myth Claimsthe Truth

Myth by its claim to know the story of things and the revelation of the
absolutedeclares that its account is not to be judged as either truthful or false,
because simply it etailsseprésent the elemants bfruthand it s
That 6s why my traccauataboubtimelreality gfi thingssbut also
it enables an orientation inside the world by providing its believers with
absolute standards for conceiving and evaluating th{iBtggranovic2008: 29)

Mythological accounts @ not sgak about eveday life but about the crucial
existential issues in life of anduan relationship with the world. They expléin

man why he had experienced something and what can he expect from the future
(Stevanovic2008: 29) In addition, the mythological claim of truth and its
judgmentalpower givea sense to the world and offpositiontionalies and
values that are moral, anthropological and hun@onsequently, myth cannot

be verified or justified because it gives the very criteria for verification and
justification and in turn cannot be verifibgt them(Stevanovic 2008: 30, Morong
1994) Moreower, myth speaks in total, it explains the totality of thjrige time

before time, and it has its own causal relations betwiseelamentso ifréely

c hooses (Stevanovic2083627) That 6s why myaehol ogi cal
very fundamental, total, absolute, justifyibgt camot be justified.
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Myth Has a Unique Relatiowith Time andHistory

Myth by its nature has a unique relation with time and history. Political myth,
and myths in general, can be considered ahistorical/atemporal in thettsmnse
they lie outside the chronology of time since thgtate their own chronology
Yet offering such o6differentd a chronology
not temporal because this might represent a judgment on myth by a chronology it
did not offer. Myth cannot be judged as historical or not histtbecause simply
they narrate their own story of history. Myth stands outside history and draw
chronology of its own. Consequently, such chronology cannot be judged by any
otherchronology. Myth is fundamental in this regard.
Myths are distoricalatemporal because they are stories about the beginnings
and origins which nothing is to be perceivaefore or outside (Stevano2008:
29). Nevertheless, myths are also historical and temporal by their interest in
offering accounts for histories and teon@l chronologiesMyth not only narrates
the past and how things started, but also this startmythnarrate determines
how the future would look likéStevanovi2008:31) That 6s why myth i s
able to O6bridge ol d tamabshrb mew meaninghamdtp ast and
give structure td h e i nanth maet irpdriantly, tdeclare propheciés
(McDonald1969: 143) However, this mythological appeal to the past and the
beginnings of things does not nmeanerely conservatism but a yearning to
some perfect situation which need not to have ever existéate. It only
represents an ideal way of life that guides the myth targets to réfeinliving
and take future action3his proves why the mythologicatlation to the past
does not mean simply replication of the ¢(Bievanovi2008: 31)

Myths ae Symbolical Constructs

Due to t he 0§ amyhbsitoéenda todgomprehénd and judyd
realities by measuring their conformity to a fundamental construct it creates
This construct represesthe divine, theabsoluteand the originallt is the truth
myth stands to claim. Such a construct is formulated into symbols, these symbols
evoke emotional feelings in thtarget groups and represent to some extent
some of their cherished valueSymbols byrelating themselves to emotions
can start to give meanings of athis good, badugly, etc. This symbols/emotions
relationship formulateshe construct Myth defines its dferent elements and
narrate iself by using symbols invoking emotional feelings aabsolute
definitions.The choice of these feelings addfinitions must sontfew respect
the emotional criteria of judgment in the target group, otherwise myth will gain
no ground and will appear as alien. Therefeseh myth includes symbols for
what is the good, the bad and the enenSach symbols are absolute and
unjustified except in the feelings of respect, awe and disgidtbythetarget
group. The uneasiness or the absence of an emebaralwelcoming such a
construct in the target group migleinder myth senseless. For this reason, myths
usually offer symbols welcomed emotionally, and by their judgmental power
based onhatconstructscan give sense to the huge data one receives daily by
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his senses from the world. The relation between thesbday reveals how myth

wishes the orientation of man towards the world atiger men to be. These

symbols @ ef i ne t he geography, topography of
(Stevanovi008: 34)

The Human Role ithe Mythological Drama

The divine word, the stor(ies) of origins and the prophec(ies) dinges
cannotbe accepted in the human world without some role given to men. The
cosmic drama can never be understood without some role for man. The role of
human beings in myth usually takes the form of a mythical ruler/founder/hero,
and a chosen group oegple. This hero, through some divine mythical miss®n
sent to save the nation, conquer challenges, destroy the corrupt order and either
start the new better order or renovate the commuy@tgvanovic 2008: 37,
McDonald 1969: 144) Accompanying this political ruler/hero is thehosen
peoplethat solelyrepresent the heroic act of victory and foundation, or receive
the divine mission on the hands of the mythicddér. S the chosen people are
either the founder or the followers of the founderboth cases they are destined
to engage into some heroic and divine misgibamsel975:17).

Myth as a Concept$ Indestructible

Myth gives sense to the world because at the very base of every category
of judgment there is some symbols related to some myth that claims to
represent the truth and knowledge of the origMsDonald1969: 143) Myth
is the fountain of truth. Truths, no matter their sources, start by an absolute
story of how things Oared. This story c¢
begnningswhich no beginnings preceded, the first word which nothing before
was written, and in this way truth is related to myth, and every judgment of truth
invokes some mytihus myth runs deeper into the political and social experience
of humars since t lies at the base of every human judgment onwbed.
That 6s why every ende-golteal wotldowil deedmy st i f vy
inevitably to new forms of mystification. Man cannot but live meaningfliy,
needs judgment s, itetidaedtadngth aivthey batEgamples e ds cr
for re-mystifications as a consequence of demystification are many subh as
Marxistendeavor to sink religion deep in the cold water of rationality led to the
march of history as a new myth put to replace the diviogigence and the
natural law(Engels and Mar010) Al so Ni et zscheds super ma
of the dead godndH o b bs&\w@athanemerging out of some imaginal state of
naturewas put instead of the absolute chuditine mission(Nietzsche 2006,
Grant2009) So myth is imperishable since it solely can jydtifiman experience,
choices andby and large, the human existeri8&evanovic, 2008: 34Y herefore
man lives not with but through my{srant2009: 27)
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Approachego theStudy @ Political Myth

Varied are the appaches to the study of political myth. The paper divided
these approaches into four main approaches: the conservative, the radical, the
instrumental and the epistemological. They are named approaches since they
have a vision for what myth is, what it daessociety and how myth could be
understoods a phenomenon.

The Conservative Approach

The conservative approach claims that the role of political myths is to help
stabilize and harmonizthe community and the political systerfdvithin the
conservative pproach stands Emile Durkheim who believes that myth and
religion are created to support the status quo and enhance solidarity and social
cohesion(Tamsel975: 6) While Karl Manheim believes that both ideology and
myth play a role in the rationalization of the status quo. For Manheim, myth
expresses the irratial endeavor for preservation, and ideology gives it a rational
form (Manheim 1954, Moron@994: 10)

Malinowski might uniquely represent a link between the conservative and
the radical approaches to myth. Malinowski claims that myths justify the existing
order byoffering a model that suggests a continuity between the present and
that model, and in this sense one respects his reality since it represents a continuity
or a resemblance with some past on a mythological level and that reslitiyp
keep following thatevel to legitimize its sustenanc€onsequently, myth not
only preserves, but also encourages innovating a certain track for the future
(Malinowski 1954: 176, TamsE75: 67).

The Radical Approach

Theradical approach includes thinkers and social scientists who believe in
the constructive and revolutionary role oftm They either claim this explicitly or
they are undstood to support such a visidArimarily among them i&eroge
Sorel whothought thamyths can arouse an enthusiasm necessary for a class or
nation in combatvith the existing order (TamsE975:9). This necessary myth
consistof images imbued with emotions, will and a vision of a new world and
a new human role after the conversionhe belief of such myth (Tamse 1975,
Sorel2004). Also Fredrick Nietzsche sought explicitly from lgth Of Tragedy
and implicitly through his Superman Zarathustrdo restore the role of myth
in enhancingand emancipating man from his current condit{dphietzsche
2007) Karl Marx, though implicitly, offered the myth of the march of history as a
guide for the revolutionary class to change the world for a better(gagels and
Marx 2010)
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The Instrumental Approach

The instrumental approach treats myth uniquely as ahablis useful gr
operational) to achieve various things and different roles depending on the
situation.These roles need not to be strictly radical or conservative since myth
can actually do both. For Plato myth can mean and do different things. Myth can
be a messageamsmitted from a generation to generation to keep the meshory
society(Grant2009: 20) In Phaedoit is also curative for the individual because
telling and retelling myth can invoke better behaviors and stop impoopes
(Plato 2016, Grar2009: 21) Moreover, myth is the preamble of laws that justifies
their formulations.Finally, myth can be a model for preferred arrangements
that regulates the fodations of a real city in the future and the myth would be
the paradigm for such an endeay@rant2009: 21) The medicinal noble lie is
one of the famous platonic exampiesthis respec{Plato 2000) Also, John
Mbiti the African philosopher and theologian argued that the mythological
conceptionsa societyhas ofsomeperfectEdentimes can play a double role in
conserving the cultural and social arrangemiatisunderscores such conceptions.
Also at the same time these conceptions of perfection provoke a reformist attitude
against reality in order to be make it close to the images imbedded in the
perfectionistconceptiongMbiti 1971) Finally, for Mircea Eliadethe concept
of the Sacred timérepresents the mythological idealse yearns forwhile
our life and history are profane times that are encouraged to be more close to
these sacred timégEliade1959)

The Epistemological Approach

The epistemological approach treats myth as a phenomenon that influences
the conditions through which man understamad knowsthe world and
politics. Myth enablesman to make sense of his waqrldrient him and
introduce some order to the chaotic manifestatafrisis reality Claude Lew
Strauss, though atructuralist can be considered in this approach. Strauss
considers myth to bproviding an exjanation for a phenomenon that we cannot
understand otherwig&evi-Straussl955: 429)The purpose of myth therefoie
to provide a logicamodel capable of overcoming a contradic{iedelman1998:

133) Also Clifford Greetz believes that symbols usually tiegthically to
meanings are important to reldtcts tovalues and thus make sense of the
world by giving a world view that demands a certain mordldyeetz 1973:
127, Morongl994: 19)

Blumenberg, in addition, starfsom an idea that the existential anxiety
man feels in a world whose conditions are not under his control makes him creates
some powerful imaginal magnitudes. These magnitudes can be compreduetided
help eliminate his fear by some procedures man mustriatke (Blumenberg
1985) One example of the magnitudes that man imagined and created to control
his reality and eliminate his fear was the s{@&eant2009: 23) Edelman, on the
other hand, argues that myth help hum#mcope with widely shared anxieties
but typically fails to analyze problems adequately and rarely solve. tiem
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the very dependence of the citizens on their government to ward off evil makes
them more susceptible to a political myth of the abilitythef government to
fight evil and eliminate anxietyhey then believe in the political myths offered
by their government in different fornjfEdelman1998: 131)

From these different approaches, theuwinstances for the emergence of
myth, the functions of myth and the elements could be grasped. This is the
occupatiorof the coming sections.

The Circumstances for Myth Emergence

Myths in general, and political myths in particular, are debatable topies w
it comes to their spontaneity/artificiality of their origins. While some belibaé
myth is a spontaneous phenomenon related to the human co(@iteom2009)
others believe that myth is an artificially created phenomé8orel2004) and
else believe it could actually be both depegdon the situation and the
consciousness of the mighl subject and whether he is aware of being subjected
to myth or not(Stevanovi2008) Therefore, the circumstances for the emergence
of myth differs according to oneds vVvision
myth. The paper sorts out four kinds of circumstarfoe the emergence of myth
and classifies them tbe: dispositional, orientational, contextual, pragmatic and
reactive.

The Dispositional Circumstance

This circumstance indicates that myth by itself emerges spontaneously due
to the very mythological dmosition in mankind. Hans Blumenbesgd David
Grandtclaim that the situation of anxiety associated with the human experience
of an uncontrollable reality impels man to imagine myth arwbimemythical
The human feeling of inability to control the force$ reality makes him
spontaneously imagine mythical magnitudes of some forces that are able to
stabilize,give a clue and tame this reality in his favor. Man lives through myth.
Otherwise, reality would be terribly worrisome and terribly fearsome, reglucin
man to complete passiveness and a deep feelihgrofr (Blumenberg 1985,
Grant2009)

The Orientational Circumstance

Theorientational circumstance assumes that man by his nature is objective
and tends to seek some goal, his very objectiveness compels him to seek some
orientation in the formofadi deal 6 to foll ow and ful fill
ideals/goals for which he dedicates his everyday endeavors. This need for
orientationmakes man seeks some way of life within which yearning for some
paradise is formulated inta mythical tale He emleavors for it in his diverse
activities in society and politics. Eliadd959) and Mbiti (1971) hold this
vision of the need for orientation that leads to the emergence of myth. Both
claim that such an orientation towards the eternal timesydbtlgiafor past
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unlimited happinessthe pleasure oferenity and goodnesx the ancestors
days orient men and rescuedim from the meaningless repetition of the
profane/historical times within which man feels the burdens of his imperfection
and pains.

The Contextual Circumstance

The contextual circumstance indicates that certain contexts are riper than
others for the esrgence of myth. The ripest context for the emergence of myth is
the time of crisis, when social reality becomes complicated, ugly and sttessful
the extent that it impels people to yearn and accept unconventional accounts that
promise for a better regli Times of economic and social tensions are the grounds
upon which political myth usually spreaffstevanovic 200834, Cassirel946:

288) Mythological accounts of the coming savior, the charismeader, the
impending collapse, the end of the world and the punishment of god are but few
examples for myths, hopeful and hopeless, that emerge at the times of crises.

The Pragmatic Circumstance

The pragmatic circumstance indicates that the narrow and limited goals of
politics invite the creation of myth either for preserving the status quo or changing
it. Plato as mentioned before can be included. A more clear iliashbaccount in
this regard is the work of the Ethiopian Amasrom Legesse. Legesse, while
studying the Borana Oromo nation in Ethiopia and its religious figureh e , Qal | u 6
indicated that the necessibf creatinga myth for the sublime origin of the
Qalu emerges from the need for assuring th@ua tribes that he is neutréllso
the myth of sublime origin creates a distance between him and his swiaatis
maintairs his neutrality because at the end of the day the Qallu is from one or
another famy in the community and nothinganprevent doubts that he might
favor his groupther than a sublime myth of his unique origihe expedience
of the founders made them create the habit and the myth that the origin of the
Qallu have to be always igue andsublime so that a distance between him
and the rest of society including his own social group could be drawn and his
neutrality could be guaranteed. Such a mythical account of origin can take the
form of a heavenly descent of the Qallu, or an unconvesitiarrival to earth
andto the tribe. The need for stability in power relations impels politicians to
publicize some kind of myth to sustain their distance from the gaodpthe
masses to whorthey belongLegessel973: 46)

Moreover, political myth can be used pragmaticallyinspire changes
Here myth can take the form of a political religion that encourages its believers
to change the evil situation and effectuate the good community they dream for.
GeorgeSorel as mentioned before represent such a vision of myth as a political
religion needed for the revolutionary gro{§orel2004)
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The Reactive Circumstance

According to this circumstance, myth emerges out of the endeavor to cancel
it. In other words, when the social agentsttrglemystify the social sphere, they
cannot but renystify it by invoking a new myth in placgtevanovic2008)

The ilusions of prophet éevelationwerer e pl aced IaturaSright noz ads

based on an imagination of a state of na{®®noza2007) Ni et zscheds
was replaced by the promise of a totally other reality that can take place at the
hands of the supermdNietzsche2006) The idea of religion was renounced and
replaced by the Marxist historical mar@ngels and Mar2010) The absolutism

of the church was replaced brother absolute maguitle of the modern state

for HobbeqGrant2009: 13) Therefore according to thiwision, myth emerges

as a reaction to the action of cancelingBy default, such a vision of myth
assumes that man by his nature has a mythological dispositiosate and re

create myths.

Functions & Myth

A plethora of functions can be deduced from the various approaches, features
and circumstances of myth but it would be more clear and distinct to order them
into categories because otherwise myth would Idakdioing all the thingfor all
people. The categories for myth functions are: existential, epistemological,
conservativeand reformatory. However, it should be noted that each category
does not exclude the functions of the other because the mytholdgcalirpenon
is very complicated and the borders among such functions are usually blurred
But for the sake of clarity these functions have to be outlined separately.

The Existential Functions

Existential functions are functions fulfilled by the politicajtinto meet the
needs imposed by the existential ctindi of man. Melteniski arguebtat man 6 s
purpose from myth is to transform his
(Meletinsky 1998: 3. Moreover, myth prevents the situation of doubt, incoherence
and disorder that man encounters @yrmencounter in reality. Davidrént and
Blumenberg, as before indicated, argue that the existential anxiety of man in an
uncontrollable realitympels him to imagine magnitudes of power that will help
stabilize his reality, eliminate his fear and symphasize with(@rant 2009: 40,
Blumenbergl985: 50) These imaginal magnitudes of poveee political myths
par excellence.

The Epistemological Functions

Myth offers symbols that enable us to understidreddata collected from
reality and judge them according to these symbols in a meaningful way. The huge

god

exi s

amount ofdata one collects daily wants@handaé i n Stepdhen pepper

interpret them(McDonald1969: 145) Thi s construct o6dandabd
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of conformity of this data against it. Any making sense of the world depends on

such a 0danda 6 topasenitself asuabsblutet chitexia for juegmgl

what is sensible and what is nonsense. Clifford Greetz claims thatsthasel

symbol s of myt hol ogi cal background O6i den
fundament al | evel 6, t heyGreetz193 12Merengi ngs t o
1994: 19) LeviSt aruss al so decl ares that 6t he plt
logicalmo d e | capabl e of oV @devieStramds ©9§5: 429, cont r ad
Edelman1998: 133) Therefore, Myth by its symbolavhich relates causes to

effects and facts to valuesnables one to comprehend, make sense and judge

reality in general, and make sense of and judge political reality in particular.
OWi t mpuhb ; | anguage, human relations and
since there would be no categories of good/badnmgfal/meaningless, true/

falsethat allow one to conceive things meaningfiiNdcDonald1969: 144)

The Conservative Functions

Among the mainif not the most primaryfunctions of political myths is to
justify the existing order, harmonize the social existence and maintain the status
quo. Durkheim, Meleteniski and Manheim, as indicated earlier, all agreéuis
point to various degregd/eletinsky 1998: x, Manheim954) Karl Marx also
with his conception of the attributes of superstruetdeelogy can be understood
to give myth a role justifying the wholesome relations of the socioeconomic
existencdMarx 1999)

The Reformatory Function

Since Plato with his noble medicinke, the use of political myth was
expedient to recommend preferable political behgf#tato2000)From a radical/
reformist point of wiéwmpmgybdadanobef bect
of the existing order. Also myth by its orientation to some glorious past or
promisingfuture encourage changing and reforming reality towards more better
conditions(Eliade 1959, Sorel 200&tevanovic2008)

Types of Myth anche FoundatiorNarrative

From the previous presentation one can infer different types of political
myths. Thee types could be inferred from the functions and circumstances of
myth emergence. One could enumerate types like existential rfBfthmenberg
1985) conservative myth§Manheim 1954) revolutionary mythgSorel 2004)
operational mythgPlato 2000) reactive myths(Grant 2009) in addition to
foundation myths which is the focus of our paper and is termed also as foundation
narrative. Such a change in terms is due to studying foundation political myths
in the discourse of politicians. At this moment myth becomes formulated as
narrative at the hands of the political actor.

Although each type of myth has its own significance, foundation narrative
is chosen more than else due to its having a more pracgodlance than the
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rest. Existential, conservative, revolutionary, reactive and operational myths
are general terms that explain the different formulations of political myth. Yet
by putting the political myth into time and place, political myths couddt $0
have practical and analytical significance. Foundation narratives can be considered
as this type of political myths placed into a certain time (foundation) and place
(state). Such placing of myth in time and place requires from researchers to
justify choosing this certain time and this certain place when analyzing political
myth(s) of a certain context.

This paper chose the moments of state foundation as time and the distourse
state founders as place for its analytical horizon. Such a choideeqgastified
by different reasons. Plagdse, the paper argues that the state continues to be
the fundamental phenomena for the study of politics. Temporally, the rise and
fall of states (republics and political regimes as well) are one of the mostidramat
events in the political history of any nation. However, choosing the moment of
foundation has more practical significance than the moment of collapse. The
paper argues that analyzing the foundation narrative formulated by state founders
offers an insighinto their values and their vision of the future. As shown above
and would be shown next in illustrating an analytical framework for the study
of myths, political myths are charged with systems of morality and an account
of time. The practical significane of extracting such notions from the foundation
narratve of a certain political agefdunder is that it enables one to judge the
consistency between the politicianos
founding narrative and it also allows one i@lere which vision of the future
such a political actor has in mind. These two elements allow political analysts
to judge better the discourse and the visions of state founders and political
agents. Also for a dramatic moment like an emergence of aategpublic or a
political regime as well) allows a more clear view of the messages communicated
by the state founders.

Historical research too can benefitrfrostudying foundation narrativas
such a narrative can be used as a benchmark to asseserth@detices of a
certain political agent or ruling elite. For the above reasons, placing political myth
into the time of foundation and the place of the state makes the foundation
narrative a legitimate quest in our paper. In addition, and for more clear
understanding of foundations narratives, the paper will try to employ its analytical
framework in studying the consecutive narratives of the Egyptian state and
understandings current narrative crisis.

An Analytical Frameworkor Political Mythsand Foundation Narratives

To better analyze any phenomenon, one has to deconstruct this phenomenon
into its simplest parts, understand it nature andrtexrelations among these
parts then reconstruct it again. To put it simply, for one to analyze pdliticgths
there are certain elements that one has to explore in the myth. In adalition
exploring these elements the relations between these elements have to elaborate.
This section outlines these fundamental elements for analyzing political myths
(and founlation narratives included) with an exploration of their interrelationships
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when possible. The elements of myth vary according to the structure and the
content of each myth, yein general political myths have some common
elementghat could be gatherddom the diverse literature on mythhey are

inter alia, the following elements

TargetandReference Groups

Political myths target social groups since myth could not be political if it
did not spread and gasome ground in the world of meAnd the &tent of
myth acceptability varies accordimng to it
its target groups who will be its social for&tevanovic 2008: 34) In the myth
this target group is oriented towards the ideal of some symbolic refeyenge
whose way of life and values are the wisbéthe target group. For example
nati onal social i sm t hegroep whon the Fushred act u al
wi | | mo v e t the thue peopte dfelkrl 6 fkeer ebnce gr oupd whi
target group wishes and endeavor to reseliiitdemon1994: 449)Yet reference
groups in political myths need not to be attainable or be imifadeictlyin
reality. However, their importance to the myth lies in their symbolic power of
orienting the target group to the ideals of mmgh.

A System of Political Morality

Myth usually has a system of morality that defines what is good, who is good,
what is evil, and who is evil. These are translated into some descriptions of the
preferable political behavior, the best way of life, tegected, criminal, immoral
or traitor behaviors, and most importantly, the enemy or the threat or the challenge
that the target group is destineddace(Morong1994: 17).

An Account of Time

Political myths usually narrate and offer some account of tirow, things
started to be, how the end would look like and the possible trajectories of time,
one preferable and the other avoidable. The choice of one trajectory ever th
other depends on the system of morality outlined by the mytbrefore myth
contains elements of cosmology (beginnings), epistemology (symbols), axiology
(morals) and chronology of time according t®own mythological narratioof
events.

A System ofCausality and Responsibility

Each political myth has its own system of causality. This system is very
uniqueand needless to be suitable to any prevalent relations of political causes
and effects because myth as such claims to be the narratioe @tith and
therefore needs no justification. It needs not to adopt the framework of the inferior
reality which it i's invoked against. Tha
unique internatelations between causes and effects of the same phenomenon
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(Stevanovic2008: 27) Each myth differs according to isystem of causality,

its morality and mission. Myt h dictates 6w
of different political behaviorsAssociated with this system of causality there is

a system of responsibility stating who is responsible for which gadévil

conditions that occurred and who is responsible for the set of actions needed to

be takenbo.

The Divine Mission

Usually political myth indicates a mission for the agents targeted by its
story. It outlines the actions needed to be done eitheati the endeavored goal,
or to prevent the impending collapse, or at least shows how to adapt tméself
course of events. This mission is o6divinect
wisdom, the best/truthful comprehension of the situation laadbést choice to
be taken and never to be negotiated. Who would negattitene message!

Egypt: A Long History of Foundation Narratives

After outlining this detailed theory for the different instances of myth,
political myths (including foundationamratives) and how to analyze its diverse
elements and understand their interrelationships, it is important to put such efforts
into practice by focusing on a certain case study. For this reason, the paper will try
to analyze the consecutive crucial founmta narratives in the political histof
Egypt and understand the crisis of its current narrative.

Egypt, one of the oldest civilizations in history, has a millennialts
relationshipwith politics and the statéAs well known, Egypt hasne of the
odest O6unifiedd nation states. Although EQg)
empires,colonialismsand republics with different rulers, there are important
turning points in the political history of the Egyptian state. Important among them
ar e Na rundatipndo$ a unified Egypt ($1Century B.C), Mohamed Ali
P a sdfoandation of modern Egypt (1805hd free officers Nasserite Foundation
(1952), and Poslune 30, 2018epublic Foundation and tlexceptionafole of
former General and incumbent pasnt Abdulfattah AlSisy (2014) in that
foundation.

Aside from June foundation which is cons
not a oO0foundationd, the author chose the
quintessentiaimportance in the formulation and oemulation of the Egyptian
state. HoweverJune foundation is studie engage these analyses of past
foundations with some contemporary narrative of foundation.

As a matter of fact, history is narratives since the same event can never have
an unanimouseading across time, place or among historians and politioémet
is of importance to the current task is how each state founder (or prgjpably
of founder$ tries to narrate his own story his own waysuch a story he aims
to communicate some ideand values to be learnt and cherished. Not only values,
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but also his vision for the future could be understood by his contempaades
later historians could assess his consistency accordingly.

Narmer (sometimes Menes Narmer) is credited to be thekimg who
founded a unified Egypt and established the first dynasty. Naremrative is
usually extracted from his famous palette in which he was depicted on the two
sides of the palette wearing both the crowns of the north and south kingdoms of
Egyptindicating his success in unifying the south and the north of Egypt by
force and how this was celebrated by Gods. The foundation narrative of Narmer
an excellently complete example for a foundation narrative. First of all the
narrative is a mythopar excellence it is imbedded into a divine atmosphere.
Includedin it areall the elements onean need; The hero (Narmean account
of time (battles of unity, and processions @rg), a target group (people of
Egypt), a system of morality (the glorificat of unity, victory and force and the
denouncement of disunity, defeat and weakness), a system of cqb&atier is
the cause of unity)a system of responsibility (Narmer was responsible for unity
and his defeated enemies were responsible for disuamd the morale of this
story was always the importance of unity for the Egyptians and the glorification of
the leader who is usually a military lea@éfikinson2000)

This leader was capable of achieving unification not simply by his wisdom
but by his force and military victories. From that foundation moment onwards
the king, also the warrior, had been glorified by Egy#i&o the extent of
worshipping And the valueshat Narmer sought to communicate by his palette
are up till now cherished by Egttans and the Egyptian statehelvalues of
unity and the supremacy of the kittge warrior is quintessential up till now in
the Egyptian politics and political cultu¢@ratt2005) Here one withesses a myth
that outlined a set values in the story of foundation and that myth sucdeeded
maintain influence othe founded state for millenniums to comehe future

Another crucial turning point in the history of Egyphd the most important
turning point i nis thet faundalion cofl modemndEgyptibg t or y
Mohamed Ali Pasha whose gei covered the pied 18051848 Ali (17691849)
founded a modern Egypt in the sense of establishing a state on the western style
structureof government that contains ministriebMaweel), clear division of
political and admiistrative roles, a bureaucra@y professionabrganized army
and all were controlled by one secular ruket the paradox of Mohamed Ali
is that he represents the opposite of NarfdenesNarmer founded Egypt as a
heroic king glorified by the gods and Egyptians, and communicated a set of
values thaihas to be cherishdwy the posteritypo ut Mo hamed Al i 6s f ou
was to a large extent empty of any heroic spectacles. Ali, not an Egyptian, had
outmaneuvered all his political rivals until tbéema (Muslim clergy and local
chiefs) deceived by his pgending political selflessness, delegated him with
power. To make it worse, the establishment and the consolidation of his power
was associated with a massacre he committed agaifdethiikeshis remaining
political rivals, whom Ali with his known shreimess invited to hi€itadeland
in a single event staged a slaughter against them killing most of Eteorbony
1926) The paradox of such modern Egypt is that it has no foundation nantative;
was founded on nberoism and nelearseof val ues from the 06D
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andsich a | ack o énabfedlto raflect to les subjdcis damé ¢lear
vision of the future. On the contranp | i 0 s was estalgished by political
maneuvers in the atmosphere etdption, ambiguity and in the aftermath of a
massacre. This gives no clear messages or values from the fonder to the state and
the people. And gave modern Egypt no clear vision of a future it must endeavor
for. This made Khaled Fahn{2002)to argue that Ali was not a natiorfaro in

any sense of the waordhe was just grafting an autonomous kingdom for his
family out of the ottoman dominion. Not to mentiomtinis inability tospeak

to the people was partly due to their illiteracy and his Turkish tongue. Such a lack
of narrative might have exacerbated such a bleak vision of his intention.

Since Ali was credited to be the founder of modern Egypt, having no
narative, he was only praised for his achievements with no story of greatness
apart from being chosen by the representatives of the people at one point because
ofhis success in deceiving them. Mor eover,
period in world pdtics famousfor its secret alliances and secret policies. Al
in turn kept his intentions unclear especially in an atmosphere of international,
regional and domestic multilateral political conflicts imbued with conspiracies
(El-Sorbony1926) .

Modern Egypt from that mosheved nount i | Na s
clearvision of any mission which its consecutive leadmsld seek and fulfill
due to the simple reason of the absence and the inability to make a foundation
narrativesince the founder day®ne can attribute this inability to the language
and illiteracy barrier, and other like Fahni3002) might attribute it dueo
Ali 6s lack of interest to make a narrativ
merely the fuel of his expansionist endeavors. However, both ways one ends up
with a foundation with no narrative, leading to a rule with no clear values or
vision for the @iture.

The British occupation of Egypt (188854) might have ignited the reactive
sentimentsof independencand nationalism{Hussein1996) but once Egypt
won that independence, there emerged a need for fonedation narrative to
fill the moral vacuum made by the absence of any morally inspiomgdation
narrative since AliOnly afteraturn of a century and half since Ali, Nasser and
his comrades from the free officers would offer such a narrative.

Comngtote 1952 free officersd popularly sup
power, one can notice that the free offiedosmally led by General Mohamed
Naguib (19011984) while the real leadership was for Nasséered Egypt a
new foundation narrativenuch needed since the days of AFounes2012)

This time the foundation narratiexpresed in the seize of power radio
announcement by Sadat in 195Xpresses the ability of the Egyptian young
armymen who represent the sons of the fellahin Egyptian peasantjyto
remove the corrupt king, oust his unjust Turkish speaking elite, figigriedism

and end the feudalist system. The foundation narrative of the free officdedeand

on of Nasser was complete. It had the hero (Nasser and the officers)g#te tar
group (the Egyptian peoplegan account of time (how Egypt was corrupted and
defeated by traitors and colonial collaborators), a system of morality (the goals
of independence, dignity, justice, democracy and the enemies of corruption,

170



AthensJournalof MediterranearStulies April 2020

despotism, feudalism and imperialism). These enemiesnepresented ae
ones responsible anckticauses of the disease, treason and defeat. On the contrary,
the army young officerghe sons of the poor Egyptians led by Naguib later
on byNassersalvaged Egypt from them and restored its lost pride and wealth.
This represents among other thirthe mission of fighting these enemies and
the aim of achieving the goals of justice and democracy.

What was more unique in the Nasserite foundation narrative is the addition
of a new mythological el ement to the na
referene groupd whom the actual peopl e shoul
0The Peopled or 6The great people of Egy
formulated and his later successors consumed. According to such a formulation,
the leader solely understda andcomprehendshe true characteristics of the
Peopleand accordinglymoves the actual people, oriSher i f t¥rmsuni s o6 s
0The populationé, t o ofthemPebellhe leadbrdy r ef er e
his geeches and policies would movet he poapuliat iorder to be
p e o fMown@s2012: 237243) The problem with this concept of an imaginary
reference group is its vagueness and the monopoly of the leader in comprehending
and dictating it. This enabled the Egyptian leaders through their personal discourse
and the use of media claim how should thectual people behave and act in
order to be more worthy of the title 6 t
foundation narrative of Nasserite Egypt continitsdnfluence at the hands of
all his successors, each adding his own content to the stroftire narrative
according to the circumstances.

However, such inheritance of concepts did not go smoothly, as ruptures
are usually expected in any machination of power. During the aftermath of
January 25 revolution, a revolution dramatically defeatettiacontained by the
military in two years, one can find instances where the Nasserite refeceroept
gets challenged.he suprene council of armed forces SCARat assumegower
after the ouster of Mubarak on February 2011, was in the béabgsuing
military announcements. Within these military announcements one can frequently
notice the repetitions of two main phrases: (great people of Emyp{honorable
citizens). Following social media at this period, one can find politicaVists,
perceivingSCAF as a continuity of the ousted regime, frequently modkiag
repetitious terms and their fantasy of ¢t}
as only a manipulative term to deceive people into following their orders.
Honorablecitizens are the ter reserved for those who follow SCAF and any
conspiratory accusation reserved for challengers. Such a mock of cowed people
by revolutionary activists made the tern
citizens complicit with governing authorities. whole sarcastic series named
d he honorable <citi zens 6 -adthoritydcomplgit r e s e mb |
behaviors of such Ohonorable citizensd in
YouTube by some antegime Facebook pag&anah2018)
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The Post-June 30, 2013 Egyptian RepublicThe Narrative and the Future

The June republic foundation narrative can be gathered among different
sourcesfrom three fundamental speeches; the (June 30, 2013) announcement
by the Egyptian military command as a reactionthe June 3D nationwide
protestgebelling against The Muslim brotherhood PresiddahamedMorsy.

The (July 3, 2013 ) speech by the then general and Minster of Defense Abdul
FattahAl-Sisy in which he declared the removal of president Morsy and the
suspasion of constitution after consultation with various national political
forces And themost important speech among them is the speech or23uly
2013 in which general Sislater on president Sisy, addressed the Egyptian nation
at the graduation ceremyprof the military academy. The importance of that
speech lies in the fact of its inclusiefor the first time since the ouster of
Morsy - of a clear narrative for the political circumstances of the removal and what
should be next. However, among theseespes and declarations still there are
common themes that might help in constructing a picture for the narrative of
such a republic, and explore the challenges and the future as drawn in this
foundation narrative.

First of all, President Sisy contributetbre than anybody else in formulating
the foundation narrative for the June Republic due tadéitactoleadership of
all the political events in Egypt since June 30, 2013 until his inauguration as a
president in 2014However, thislune republic narratevfaces many challenges
that might influence its comprehensivenasg consequently, its vision for the
future. The elements of the June republic narrative include: a target group (the
Egyptian people, and more specifically the avtislim brotherhood laye
segments of the Egyptian population), which means that the message to the target
groupgives two contradictory statementsie of hopeful expectations and the
other of threats. The expectations are reserved for thebasttierhood segments
and the theats to the prbrotherhoodYet these hopeful expectatioase to an
extent paradoxical. President Siglye hero of the narrativépunded the state
by a call to combathe future threatgposed byterrorists(whom he enlists the
brotherhood among)n his famous military academy spee@&isy addressed
E gy ptto gorostto the streets to authorize the army and police to combat
t err or anAl Naghaby20E3h Hiseniessage is not relieving like the
normal foundation narrativashich usually claim victory, the end of threat and
the start of a new hopeful episade Si sy notes O6The situation
and thedust ed p r ersglingdie ortded to Westyy t he st at ed, SO0
Egyptians have to be ready on the occasio
and police in order t(ANashaby®E)TheWun® | ence anc
republic narrative is born from threatd promises no further than battles
against peril,thesebattles in some speeches were chosen, in others were
imposed.

Such a narrative born in an atmospherfe horror and need cannot
communicateany values which can reflect the vision of the emerging state.
Nothing could be understood more thanhguepromise of making Egyd
el donia (lit. as big as the worlgyvhich does not surpass the level of mere
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enhusiasm angropagandand reflects no clear vision aside from the battle
against terrorisngAl Nashaby2013) It can only communicate a cédir war, a

call for mobilizing ceaseless efforts to go into the battle. While in fact, states
throughout history were often founded after fimeshed battle; suchinished

battle usually narrates the heroism of the warriors who will turn on a new leaf
and start a promising futureYet the June foundation narrative narrates the
heroism of the hero whose heroism is not complete but still in need of more
battles,the hero is both a hero and an imperfect warrior. He embattled the threat
yet the threat was nalefeated by hinandstill looms in the horizonOne year

after his inauguration and in his speethha UN,the former General anthe
incumbent popular presidestressed théhreat of terrorism he was invited to
fight (Masr2015)This gives the impression that tmepublic was born in war
and not as the habit of most stabes oOaft
values could be extracted, only a future of fuloeéiles could be grasped,
PresidenSSisy frequently through all his speeches stressesviristmosphere
which poses the question: how the June Republic would look like if understood
according to its foundation narrative? In fact, it would look like a regimen still
caught in war and in need for a future foundation narrative to conttiatievar

by describing some ultimate victory yet to be accomplished.

Another paradox in the Jumepublic narrative is that the threat the nation
has to fight is always unclear and usually described in the passive voice. For
although the president clearly describésenemies of the nation, he still point
to some conspiracies and threats in the makihgs was mentioned in all the
three founding speeches pointingMa 6 a ma r a t(lit. fomecanspinagids
i n t he.Hadescribedihgsé conspiracies as tetigg the state institutiofs
and that O&éthe conspiraci ementogedigaist t he
in Presider@words two years after inaugurati@ahar TV2016) But it is not
clear who is behind them, which indicates that the system of political morality
is incomplete because the identities of the eviltaedyood and the lines between
them are not clear. This is unlike, for instance, the cledésytified enemiesof
Menesds palette and the frtheesyseh bfi cer s o
causality and responsibility is incomplete since a huge péanedtory is being
narrated in the passive voice.

Moreover, the mission or the O6divinebd
does not call for certain behavior other than the delegation to fight battles and
unity during these battles. President Sisy arghiegst i s not i mport ant

what is important is to be like that, (showing bligsedfist as a call for unity)

It communicates that this mission is to be held in an atmosphere of peril and
deprivation. All this reflects no value and outlines tmaége challenge and
ambiguity that June republic is going to face in the futufl@is ambiguous
challengds the lack of vision for future artie continuoudiving in a situation

of war, these situations of wars usually demands temporary unconventional
measures and continuously changing behaviors. One can simply see this
unconventionalityin the continuous imposition of emergency laws in Egypt
during Sisyods reign.
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This means that if the June republic was not provided in the near future
with any other foudation narrative, it would be always captive to the mood of
emergency, arbitrariness and temporariness in all its actions. The challenge of
the future is that its vision is absent from the beginnikigsvever, it might be
the virtue of our analysis of fodation narrative is to reveal or explore how the
discourse of politicians might uncover their visions and in turn enlighten the
subjects under their rule of the challenges imposed by that rule. The June
republic seems to be destined to live in the uncomweal incomplete realm of
continuous battles; such a realm absolves politicians from giving clear positive
promises of reform and offers them pretexts to continually impose unconventional
measures. These incomplete narratives invoke a sense of war inatoagand
emergencyn practice and between both rights are violated.

Foundation Narratives and what to make ofthem?

By nowit might become clear that the study of political myth and foundation
narratives can be of benefit for political theory aracpce. Foundation narratives
offer a very important material to understand the elements of disaftesed at
the moment of foundation. This is not only a matter of getting information about
beliefs held at exceptional moments, it also offers a ben&himaassessing the
consistency between the vision elaborated at the moment of foundatidheand
later practices of the founders. Further research also can work on the idea of
how the vision of the future offered at moments of foundations dominates the
latter practices of founders and their successors. Can one claim that the foundation
narrative dictates the trajectories of the future for the state? This is a question that
merits historical studies and comparisons between various states naivehaes.
this paper offered is to link the potentialities of future with the possibilities
outlined athe moment of foundations.

In addition, political practice can make use of studying political myths and
foundation narrative. As outlined in the paper, the diffefermulations of
political myths and foundation narratives reflect different intentions of politicians.
Subjects of power and political activists can witness three types of founding
elites: the first: an elite with a clear and complete narrative uporhilii elite
can be assessed and negotiated. The seaoetite with no foundation narrative
and this entails that they are either a continuity with an existent dischyrseer
and they can be assessed upon this discourse, or their lack of narigtitleera
sign of their lack of concern to communicate with masses. Thisse&s in
Mo h a me slcasA and Bow such a type of foundbmugh seems obsolete by
our contemporary criteriastill poses a challenge to a free society and an
accountabl@authorty. Thethird an el i t e,whichisaneltewitreabs el i t e
incompletemyth that stresses the exceptional threat of the current moment and
claims thatthis exceptionality equires unconventional measyreame as those
taken at warNarratives fomulated in the passive voice and frequently eluding to
some hiddermgendas not only gives no clear vision of the future, but also call
for a sacrifice for the sake of fighting an unknown threats. This type of
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incomplete narratives, unlike the obsolete pas type, poses immense
challenge to public libertiesnd ri ghts. A narrative that
war not 60aft er Oits subjects with the feeling of iadrrer|amals
requires from them, in some Hobbesian melancholy, a total sur@rdeerties

Further research can also work on developing the elements of the analytical
frameworkoffered in this paper by employing it in different circumstances so
that different formulations of political myth could be found and theorized. Such
an atempt can be consolidated by linking the realities of different regimes
narratives with the situation of freedom and rights in their respective societies.

Conclusion

Politics and myth is tied throughout history, since man can live only through
an expeence of some myth that guides his action in reality and offers him criteria
for judgment. Bundation narratives is one among different formulations of
political myths, it is a political myth that narrates the account of foundation by the
political-community founders It accounts for the foundation events and outlines
the values they wish to communicate &nel vision they are to pursua érder
to understand this, the papers outlire much needed general theory for the
study of the diverse instances oftmyincluding definitions, features, approaches,
circumstances, and functior@ut of thistheory for political mythan analytical
framework for analyzing political myths and specifically foundatianratives is
established. To put such analytil@mewak into place and timefoundation
narratives are studied by focusing on the interesting Egyptian case. The long
history of foundation narratives offered by the consecutive formulatinge
Egyptian state was studies to analyze how each narrative tgr@jecertain
configuration of values, and vision for future upon which the discowftes
political leaders can be judged as consistent or not. Though Egypt first foundation
at the hands of King Narmer offered a complete foundation narrMiedern
Egypt suffered a narrative crisis since its foundation by Mohamed Ali was
empty of heroic spectacles. That crisis was alleviktestonly with the advent
of the Nasserite Egypt and its narratives of the great people of Bggphe
army of the nation. The crssbegan to reveal itself again with Post June280.3
republic foundation. The dedication of the founder of this republic to fight
terrorism representedhe republicinability to establish a narrative of any
victorious heroism that could communicate sion for the future. The continuous
absence of this narrative might expose this republic to a future of continuous
arbitrarinesslack of visionand expose its citizens to the continuous vagafies
the unconventional sense of war. Such unconventiondgphzes rulers from
political responsibility and violates rights by invoking a sense of emergency.
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