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The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) occupies a special place in
ensuring international security. This largest international organization has
existed for more than seven decades, and during this time it has not lost its global
significance. Many believed that afier the collapse of the Soviet Union, NATO lost
its raison d'étre. Still, it is obvious that NATO has not only lost its raison d'étre,
but has also significantly expanded, become stronger, and its "open door" policy
provides democratic states with a unique opportunity to be members of NATO
and protect fundamental human rights and values, as well as contribute to
resolving global security issues. NATO today is a military-political alliance of 32
states, the purpose of which is to ensure peace and stability in the North Atlantic
region and freedom and security of its members. The Alliance strictly protects and
respects such values as sovereignty, territorial integrity, democracy, individual
freedom, human rights, and the rule of law of its member states. At the present
stage, when the process of forming a new world order is underway after the large-
scale Russian invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022, it is important to
determine the role and place of NATO in the modern world, as well as what type
of world order will be formed and how events will develop in the short, medium
and long term. Based on the above, the purpose of the study is to analyze the basic
principles of NATO, the main aspects of the Russian-Ukrainian war and the role
of NATO, as well as why the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine represents
a global confrontation, as well as a discussion of both pessimistic and optimistic
scenarios of possible developments and their reflection in the formation of a new
security architecture of the Euro-Atlantic space.
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Introduction

Recent events have demonstrated to us the scale of the nature of the conflict
and the need for a broader understanding of security. In the modern digital age, the
number of state defense forces and the diversity of military equipment are of
decisive importance. In addition, current events have highlighted the diversity of
information warfare and its importance. Due to the expansive nature of states, the
international regime is no longer based on rules and the factor of force has once
again come to the fore. It is at such moments that international security is of
paramount importance, which must ensure international stability and peace in the
world. NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) plays an important role in
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ensuring all this. This largest international organization has existed for more than seven
decades, and during this time it has not lost its military and political significance. Many
believed that after the collapse of the Soviet Union, NATO lost its purpose. But it is
clear that NATO not only did not lose, but also significantly expanded, and became
stronger, and its “open door” policy provides democratic states with a unique
opportunity to be members of NATO and protect basic human rights and values,
contribute to the solution of global security issues and ensure the protection of their
territorial integrity.

NATO is a unique alliance, as evidenced by the fact that it still exists today,
and its responsibilities have grown in line with global challenges. No other alliance
can boast such longevity. This can probably be explained by the fact that NATO is
not a typical military alliance. NATO is an international organization by its
organizational structure. Representatives of member states (ambassadors) and
representatives of partner countries are permanently present at NATO headquarters.
NATO has a huge apparatus with civilian and military structures and other departments
that are engaged in thousands of different activities, including non-military ones. For
example, NATO even funds scientific research. Another secret of NATO's
longevity is probably that it is an alliance of like-minded people and a club of
democratic countries. Member states are united not only by security concerns but
also by common values. Perhaps this explains the fact that during the Cold War,
other alliances similar to NATO were created, the purpose of which was to protect
against communist aggression, but none of them lasted long. NATO is the North
Atlantic Alliance, the member states of which retain full sovereignty and
independence. The decision-making process in NATO is based on the principle of
consensus, based on the equality of member states. The decision-making body is the
North Atlantic Council, chaired by the NATO Secretary General. The North
Atlantic Treaty, consisting of 14 articles, undertakes to jointly defend freedom and
security by political and military means (Chitadze 2008).

Nowadays, it is rare, but still possible to hear discussions about whether NATO
enlargement was a mistake, but if you look at the facts, it becomes clear that
stopping the enlargement was a mistake. NATO member countries are peace-
loving, economically developed, and democratic. Unfortunately, there is no peace
in Ukraine, which is not a NATO member state. The occupied part of Georgia,
which in 2008 was excluded from the Membership Action Plan (MAP) (Chitadze
2011), which is an important component of NATO membership. In the West, after
the Russian aggression, sensible people probably once again became convinced that
the creation of NATO at the time, and then its preservation and expansion, was not
only the right step but also necessary.

Recent events have clearly shown that the world is much smaller than it seemed
a decade ago. In the modern era, there is no longer an idea that a conflict or unrest
is limited to the borders of a particular state. It is precisely because of the global
nature of conflicts that can occur on the territory of one state, but the content of
which goes beyond the borders of a particular state, that an analysis of international
security is necessary, which should ensure international stability and peace.

The purpose of the study is to analyze the role of NATO in the process of
forming a new world order against the background of the Russian-Ukrainian war.
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The relevance of the research topic is due to the purpose, mission, and role of
NATO, the most important international organization in the world, in international
relations and in the process of forming a new world order.

NATO's strategic documents and summits have often emphasized the importance
of the international order in ensuring stability. The guarantors of the rules-based
order were to be large and powerful states, ensuring compliance with the principles
of international law. While in the early years, NATO's policy focused exclusively
on the security of its member states, today the organization has assumed an
international obligation to protect allied states and democracy. To achieve this goal,
NATO implements various programs in the field of defense and institution building.

The Alliance, whose main goal is to ensure the security of its member states,
takes these challenges into account in its Strategic Concept and changes its approach
to security policy, which is becoming more flexible, broad, and focused on strength.

For the first time since the Cold War, the need to increase armaments and
strengthen special security measures is back on the agenda. In connection with the
increased threats, armaments are being built up and a strategic defense policy is
being developed, which should ensure greater strategic security and stability in the
international arena.

Object and subject of the study: Definition of the role and purpose of NATO
in the context of modern challenges and the formation of a new world order, in
particular the Russian-Ukrainian war, which is determined by the military-political
nature and dimensions of the alliance's security.

Research goals and objectives: The purpose of this research topic is to present
the role and significance of NATO in international relations. To demonstrate its
military-political essence and security guarantees in the ongoing process of forming
anew world order.

Methodological foundations of the study: The research used a proven and well-
established research methodology in the modern scientific field, arising from the
goals of the research object, its essence, and objectives. The study will present a
systematic analysis of NATO.

There have been distinguished: historical, systemic, comparative and scientific
research (inductive, deductive, analytical) methods.

The use of the historical research method is associated with the dynamics of the
formation and development of NATO. With the help of this method, the reasons for
the transformation of the military-political essence of NATO were identified and
key historical processes were identified. The systemic method that we used, on the
one hand, for the direct analysis of the system of international relations, and on the
other hand, from the point of view of understanding NATO as one of the elements
of the global security system.

Theoretical basis: The theoretical basis of the study covers the period from
1949 to 2025.

The article uses various theoretical approaches and perspectives, including:

The principle of historicism - consideration of an event in the process of its

development (birth, formation, escalation, de-escalation). The use of this theory
became necessary to demonstrate the stages of NATO development from its
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foundation to the present day. Issues of escalation and de-escalation were discussed
during and after the Cold War, as well as after Russia invaded Ukraine (2014-
2022).

Deterrence theory (George Kennan). According to this theory, NATO policy
is negotiated in response to current challenges, especially to contain Soviet
expansion during the Cold War. And to understand NATO's deterrence and
defense policies in the modern period.

Balance of Power and Combined Force Theory (Kenneth Waltz) - Great
powers are always wary of their adversaries' intentions, which creates a kind of
insecurity syndrome in the international arena, due to which all powers try to
strengthen their defensive capabilities. According to the combined force theory,
the pooling of capabilities is an effective response to global challenges in the
long term, as evidenced by NATO's politico-military defense strategies.
Collective Security Theory (Kenneth Waltz): a political, regional, or global
security arrangement in which each country in the system recognizes the security
of others and commits itself to a collective response to conflicts, threats, and
breaches of the peace.

As it is known, Balance of power theory ia a core concept in international
relations, posits that the stability of the international system is enhanced when power
is distributed relatively evenly among nations, preventing any single state from
becoming dominant and threatening the independence of others. This theory
suggests that states will act to prevent any one state from achieving hegemony
(dominance) through various means, such as building up their own military, forming
alliances, or even aligning with a threatening power (bandwagoning). In this regard,
NATO was founded to balance and prevent the possible military, ideological and
geopolitical expansion and of Soviet empire during the Cold war period and for
today the purpose of Alliance (together with other purposes) is again the balancing
imperialistic policy of Russia, taking into account the military intervention of Russia
in Ukraine.

With regard to the term " Combined Force theory", it doesn't refer to a single,
universally recognized scientific theory. Instead, it encompasses various concepts
where multiple forces are considered together to understand their combined
effect. Thus, In military strategy, "combined arms" refers to the coordinated use of
different military branches (infantry, artillery, armor, etc.) to achieve a common
objective. Each branch has its own strengths and weaknesses, and combining them
maximizes their overall effectiveness and minimizes risk. This approach aims to
create a synergistic effect where the combined force is greater than the sum of its
parts. As it is known, NATO used the combined forces of its member states during
the military operations in Bosnia, Kosovo and Libya.

With regard to the Collective security theory, it posits that states can achieve
greater security by cooperating and committing to a collective response against
aggression, rather than relying on traditional alliances or individual defense. In
essence, it's a system where an attack on one state is considered an attack on all,
necessitating a united response from the entire group. This approach aims to deter
potential aggressors by creating a strong disincentive, as any act of aggression would
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face unified opposition. This factor is taken into account according to the 5-th article
of the NATO Charter.

New World Order Theory: a political concept that implies the idea of world
governance through new cooperative initiatives to identify, understand, or solve
global problems that exceed the ability of individual countries to solve. Balancing
and complicity theory (Stephen Wolt): Balancing means maintaining the existing
distribution of power, while complicity is an alliance with a strong state.

Research Questions

- What is NATO's current security policy?

- What are the current challenges facing the Alliance in light of the current
events in Ukraine?

- What could be the new world order and what is the role of the Alliance?

Scientific novelty of the work: The scientific novelty of the work lies in
understanding the modern essence of NATO against the background of modern
challenges and the author's vision. Displaying the dynamics of development from
ensuring the security of member states to creating an international regime based on
rules.

NATO Security Policy, Theoretical Foundations

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is a military-political alliance
consisting of two North American and 30 European states, created on April 4, 1949
(Chitadze 2024). NATO's primary goal is to ensure the freedom and security of its
member states - both politically and militarily. The Alliance strictly protects and
respects such values as the sovereignty and territorial integrity of member states,
individual freedom, democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.

The history of NATO is associated with the desire for stability and the prevention
of further conflicts after World War II. It is widely believed that the Americans
needed to create NATO to keep their troops in Europe (Harutinyan 2020). However,
history confirms that the Americans not only avoided sending troops to Europe but
also avoided interfering in European affairs. American troops appeared in Europe
only at the end of World War I, after Germany sank American civilian ships and
forced the American government to enter the war. Immediately after the end of
World War I, the Americans left the continent. The United States did not intend to
intervene in World War II until Japan attacked it, and then Germany declared war.
America entered the war and made a significant contribution to the defeat of both
Germany and Japan, but US President Roosevelt intended to withdraw troops soon
after the end of the war. He believed that peace in Europe would be maintained by
Great Britain and the Soviet Union (Harutinyan 2020).
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NATO Regional Approaches and Security Theories

The formation and development of democratic values in NATO has its historical
foundations, the beginning of which is the Washington Treaty of 1949. The basis for
the formation of the military alliance "NATQ", the main goal of which was collective
defense and security. The creation of NATO was described by its first Secretary General
Lord Ismay as follows: "To keep the Soviet Union out, the Americans in, and the
Germans down" (Goldstein 2014). However, the situation that existed 73 years ago has
changed radically, and the Alliance has expanded its capabilities. Today, the
fundamental values of the Alliance are democracy and democratic values, which are a
guarantee of peace and security. The initiatives of the Alliance aimed at strengthening
strategic security are permeated with the theory of strategic alliance, according to which
common interests are a priority. The main task of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization is to ensure the freedom and security of the member states of the alliance,
both politically and militarily (Khachapuridze 2016).

In the Alliance, the meetings of the North Atlantic Council are chaired by the
Secretary-General, who has three main functions: 1. He is the Chairman of the North
Atlantic Council, the Nuclear Planning Committee, the Defence Planning Committee,
the NATO-Russia Council, the NATO-Georgia and NATO-Ukraine Councils, and the
Mediterranean Dialogue. 2. He represents and acts on behalf of the organization: and
expresses NATO's position on certain issues: 3. He is the highest representative and
chief executive of the Alliance (Khachapuridze 2016). The NATO Secretary General
does not have the right to vote, since one of the member states, represented by the
Secretary-General, has two votes. In NATO, all member states have a single and equal
vote. The NATO Secretary General is appointed by the member states for a term of four
years. To date, NATO has had 12 Secretaries General. Currently, the top post of the
Alliance, the post of Secretary General, is held by the Dutch diplomat and politician
Mark Rutte (Chitadze 2024).

When we talk about NATO and its political prospects, it is necessary to focus
on NATO’s “Open Door Policy”, which is defined in the Washington Basic Treaty.
NATO’s enlargement policy aims to invite new states to join the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization and ensure higher security standards (Shubitidze 2022). NATO’s
“Open Door Policy” is based on Article 10 of the alliance’s founding document, the
North Atlantic Treaty (1949). The treaty states that NATO membership is open to any
“European state that can continue to adhere to the principles of this Treaty and to
contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area” (Stivachtis 2014). It states that
any decision on enlargement must be taken “by unanimous consent of the Member
States” (Cancian 2021). NATO enlargement has contributed to greater stability and
prosperity in Europe. Its goal is to promote stability and cooperation and build a
Europe united by peace, democracy, and shared values. “NATO does not pose a
threat to any country; the purpose of the enlargement of the Alliance is to strengthen
stability and cooperation, build a common and free space, and defend peace and
shared democratic values. NATO's door is open to any state prepared to meet the
commitments required for membership and to contribute to the security of the Euro-
Atlantic area" (NATO Information Centre). Since 1949, the number of NATO
member states has increased from 12 to 32 countries. On 27 March 2020, North
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Macedonia became the 30th member state of NATO, followed by Finland in 2023
and Sweden in 2024 (Chitadze 2024). NATO respects the right of all countries to
choose their security arrangements and guarantees. Every sovereign country has the
right to choose whether to join a treaty or alliance. This fundamental principle is
enshrined in international agreements, including the Helsinki Final Act and the
Charter of Paris for a New Europe. NATO membership is not mandatory for
countries; Article 13 of the Washington Treaty explicitly grants allies the right to
withdraw if they wish (Kratsashvili 2022).

European countries wishing to join NATO are initially invited to engage in an
intensive dialogue with the Alliance regarding their aspirations and related reforms.
Applicants may be invited to participate in a Membership Action Plan (MAP), a
program that helps countries prepare for possible future membership. Participation
does not guarantee membership but is one of the main preparation mechanisms.
(The Annual Action Plan (AAP) applies to Georgia) (Gvenetadze 2022).

To join the Alliance, countries must respect the values of the North Atlantic Treaty
and meet certain political, economic, and military criteria set out in the Alliance’s 1995
enlargement study. These criteria include a functioning democratic political system
based on a market economy; fair treatment of minorities in the population; a
commitment to the peaceful resolution of conflicts; Ability and readiness to contribute
militarily to NATO operations; and commitment to democratic civil-military relations
and institutions (NATO 2023). NATO, as an organization promoting security and
stability, has a responsibility to ensure the security of both its Member States and NATO
Allies.

NATO and its Role in the providing International Security

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO, occupies a special place in
ensuring international security. As noted, the existence of this largest international
organization has been going on for more than seven decades, and during this time it
has not lost its global significance. Many believed that after the collapse of the
Soviet Union, NATO lost its purpose of existence, but it is clear that NATO has not
only lost it, but has significantly expanded, become stronger, and its “open door”
policy provides democratic states with a unique opportunity to be a member of
NATO and protect fundamental human rights and values, contribute to world
security issues and ensure its territorial integrity. Also, together with other member
states, to enjoy the opportunities and privileges that are determined by the common
policy of NATO member states.

NATO is today a 32-nation military-political alliance whose goal is to ensure
peace in the North Atlantic area, freedom and security of its member states, both by
political and military means. The alliance strictly protects and respects values such
as the sovereignty of member states, territorial integrity, democracy, individual
freedom, human rights, and the rule of law.

In order to analyze the new world order, it is necessary to note that transatlantic
relations have experienced significant tensions, especially over the past decade.
Despite the absence of direct military conflicts between major powers, actors in the
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international system seem to be inclined to use force or to declare the use of force
in conflicts. However, at the same time, “soft power” is now more important than
ever in international politics. In addition to international security, it is necessary to
analyze NATO’s regional approaches, the logic of which for regional security
cooperation is clear: by properly pooling resources, like-minded countries can more
effectively strengthen their own security.

NATO will never be a global alliance, but its new strategy reflects the realization that
the security of'its allies depends not only on eliminating the Russian threat to Europe, but
also, increasingly, on transboundary challenges such as emerging technologies and
climate change, including China. Within the framework of the core task of cooperative
security, NATO partnerships offer a way to broaden the Alliance’s global approach to
security while strengthening its military and political dimensions.

NATO’s new Strategic Concept reaffirms that NATO’s primary goal is to ensure
collective defense based on a 360-degree approach. It defines three main tasks of the
Alliance: a) deterrence and defense. b) crisis prevention and management. ¢) Cooperative
security.

NATO Interests in the Black Sea Region

In turn, NATO's interest in the Black Sea region, where the Russian-Ukrainian
war is currently taking place, is determined by the security of regional states. The
Black Sea has always been a place of confrontation between regional powers and
great empires and remains an important geopolitical point to this day. It is located
at the economic and cultural crossroads of Eurasia and represents a connecting line
between the Mediterranean, Caspian, and Aegean Seas, as well as an important
corridor to the Middle East. The Black Sea region, among other things, includes gas
and oil resources, transit routes, and key energy pipelines (Chachkhiani 2022).

Due to the geopolitical position of the Black Sea, it is at the center of attention
and political prospects of major powers (Chachkhiani 2022). Based on the above,
given the interests of Russia, the democratization of the countries of the region and
cooperation with NATO member states are unacceptable to it. As well as the
development of alternative gas and oil projects so that Russia can maintain control
over the conflicts in the region. Based on this, NATO views the Kremlin's actions
as a threat to both the region and the Euro-Atlantic space (Gabelia 2019).

Prerequisites for the Outbreak of the Russian-Ukrainian War and the Role of
NATO

In 2013, in the Ukrainian capital Kyiv, Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych's
decision to reject an agreement on closer economic integration with the European
Union led to protests (Chachanidze 2022). The protests spread, the conflict escalated,
and in February 2014, President Yanukovych fled the country. A month later, in
March 2014, Russian troops took control of the Crimean region of Ukraine
(Fitzwater 2019). Russian President Vladimir Putin called for the protection of the
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rights of Russian citizens and Russian-speaking people in Crimea and southeastern
Ukraine. Russia then formally annexed the peninsula after Crimeans voted to join
the Russian Federation in a controversial local referendum. The crisis exacerbated
ethnic divisions, and two months later, pro-Russian separatists held independence
referendums in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of eastern Ukraine (Dzneladze
2019).

Armed conflict quickly erupted in the regions between Russian-backed forces
and the Ukrainian military (Dzneladze 2019). Russia denies military involvement,
but both Ukraine and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) have claimed
that Russian troops and equipment have been amassing near Donetsk and that
shelling has been carried out from within the country since the annexation of Crimea.
The conflict has entered a stage of active confrontation, with regular shelling and
clashes along the front line dividing the eastern border regions controlled by Russia
and Ukraine (Global Conflict Tracker 2022). Since February 2015, France, Germany,
Russia, and Ukraine have attempted to negotiate an end to the violence through the
Minsk Agreements. The framework agreement included provisions for a ceasefire,
the withdrawal of heavy weapons, and full control of the Ukrainian government in the
conflict zone. However, attempts to reach a diplomatic settlement and a satisfactory
resolution have largely failed (Global Conflict Tracker 2022).

In response to events around Ukraine, in April 2016, NATO deployed four
battalions to Eastern Europe, rotating troops in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland
to deter possible future Russian aggression elsewhere on the continent, particularly
in the Baltic states. In September 2017, the United States also deployed two US
Army tank brigades to Poland to further bolster NATO’s presence in the region
(Global Conflict Tracker 2022).

In January 2018, the United States imposed new sanctions on twenty-one
individuals, including several Russian officials, and nine companies linked to the
conflict in eastern Ukraine. In March 2018, the US State Department approved the
sale of anti-tank weapons to Ukraine, the first sale of lethal weapons since the
conflict began (Johnson 2019). In October 2018, Ukraine joined the US and seven
other NATO countries in a series of large-scale air exercises in western Ukraine.
The exercises followed Russia’s annual military exercises in September 2018, the
largest since the collapse of the Soviet Union.

In October 2021, based on months of intelligence gathering and monitoring of
Russian troop movements, a White House briefing of the heads of U.S. intelligence,
military, and diplomacy announced that a massive Russian invasion was almost
certain. Questions remained about when the attack would occur and whether the
United States could convince allies to act early.

Russia and Ukraine War - Global Confrontation
On February 24, 2022, Russian forces invaded a largely unprepared Ukraine
after Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered a “special military operation” against

the country. In his statement, Putin said the goal of the operation was to demilitarize
and disarm Ukraine and stop the alleged genocide of Russians on Ukrainian soil.
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Before the Russian invasion, the Joe Biden administration made the unconventional
decision to relax restrictions on information sharing and allow the intelligence and
findings to be widely shared with allies, including Ukraine, and publicly. The goal
of this strategy was to strengthen the defense of allies and deter aggressive actions
by Russia (Global Conflict Tracker 2022).

Earlier, in mid-December 2021, the Russian Foreign Ministry called on the
United States and NATO to cease military activity in Eastern Europe and the Black
Sea region, not to further expand NATO against Russia, and not to allow Ukraine
to join NATO in the future. The United States and other NATO allies rejected these
demands and threatened Moscow with serious economic sanctions if Russia took
aggressive actions against Ukraine (Martel 2019).

The ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine has seriously strained relations
between the United States and Russia, as well as NATO, and increased the risk of a
wider European conflict. The war will also have broader implications for future
cooperation on such critical issues as arms control; cybersecurity; nuclear non-
proliferation; global economic stability; energy security; counterterrorism; and
political decisions. Moreover, Russia’s growing isolation has not only destabilized
global energy and resource markets but has also pushed the country to seek stronger
strategic ties with states (such as China) that still want to cooperate with it, in many
ways in opposition to the West. The war has also exacerbated other global crises:
military operations and violence have made it difficult to deliver and distribute
much-needed aid, including food, and have exacerbated the already acute shortage
of available global humanitarian aid and resources.

Ukraine has long played an important, if sometimes underestimated, role in the
global security system. Today, the country is on the front lines of a renewed great-
power rivalry that many analysts believe will dominate international relations for
decades to come. It is the Russia-Ukraine war that is defining the rules and terms of
the new world order, the spheres of influence, and the interests of the great powers.

Ukraine was the cornerstone of the Soviet Union, the United States’ main rival
during the Cold War. After Russia, it was the second most populous and
industrialized republic of the fifteen Soviet republics, with a developed agricultural
and defense industry, and was home to the Black Sea Fleet and the bulk of the
country’s nuclear arsenal. Over three decades of independence, Ukraine has
attempted to forge its path as a sovereign state while also seeking closer ties with
Western institutions, including the European Union and NATO. However, Kyiv has
struggled to balance its foreign relations with deep internal divisions. The more
nationalist Ukrainian-speaking population in the country’s western regions generally
supported integration with Europe, while the predominantly Russian-speaking
community in the east favored closer ties with Russia (Masters 2023). Some
Western analysts see Russia’s 2022 invasion as the culmination of growing Kremlin
discontent with NATO’s expansion into the former Soviet sphere of influence since
the end of the Cold War. Russian leaders, including Putin, argue that the United
States and NATO have repeatedly broken promises made in the early 1990s not to
expand into the former Soviet bloc. Weeks before the 2008 NATO summit,
President Vladimir Putin warned American diplomats that moves to bring Ukraine
into the alliance “would be a hostile act against Russia” (Masters, 2023). Famously,
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before invading Ukraine, Russia carried out military aggression against Georgia in
2008, demonstrating Putin’s willingness to use force to defend Russia’s imperialist
ambitions and interests (Masters 2023).

Although Ukraine is not a NATO member, it strengthened its ties with NATO
before the full-scale Russian aggression in 2022. Ukraine conducts annual military
exercises with the alliance and became one of six Enhanced Opportunities Partners in
2020. Moreover, Kyiv reaffirmed its goal of eventually gaining full NATO
membership. In the weeks leading up to the invasion, Russia made several key security
demands of the United States and NATO, including ending the alliance’s expansion,
obtaining Russian consent for certain troop deployments by NATO member states, and
removing US nuclear weapons from Europe. Alliance leaders responded by
maintaining their commitment to the Open Door policy (Chitadze 2024).

NATO perceives Putin’s Russia as a revanchist power seeking to regain its former
power and prestige. “Putin’s goal has always been to restore Russia’s status as a great
power in northern Eurasia,” writes Gerard Toal, a professor of international relations at
Virginia Tech, in his book Close to Abroad (2016).

In July 2021, Putin wrote an article that many Western foreign policy experts
viewed as scathing, outlining his conflicting views on the shared history of Russia
and Ukraine. Among other comments, Putin called Russians and Ukrainians “one
people” who occupy “the same historical and spiritual space” (Toal 2016).

Immediately after the collapse of the Soviet Union, Washington’s priority was
to ensure that Ukraine, as well as Belarus and Kazakhstan, no longer had nuclear
arsenals, so that only Russia could retain the former Soviet Union’s weapons of
mass destruction. Some prominent observers at the time believed that the United
States had engaged with Russia prematurely and should have done more to promote
geopolitical pluralism in the former Soviet Union (Socor 2016). Former US
National Security Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski, writing in Foreign Affairs in early
1994, described a healthy and stable Ukraine as a critical counterweight to Russia.
The United States remains committed to restoring Ukraine’s territorial integrity and
sovereignty. It does not recognize Russia’s claims to Crimea and other regions
illegally annexed by Russia (as confirmed by US President Joe Biden’s visit to Kyiv
on 20 February 2023). However, before the 2022 invasion, the United States
supported the settlement of the conflict in Donbas through the Minsk agreements.
Western powers and their partners have taken several steps to increase aid to
Ukraine and punish Russia for the 2022 invasion. As of February 2023, the United
States had provided more than $50 billion in aid to Ukraine, including expanded
military assistance.

Meanwhile, international sanctions against Russia have expanded significantly
to cover much of its financial, energy, defense, and technology sectors, and target
the assets of wealthy oligarchs and others. The U.S. and some European governments
have also banned some Russian banks from using the Worldwide Interbank Financial
Telecommunication, a financial messaging system known as SWIFT; placed
restrictions on Russia’s access to its vast foreign exchange reserves; and blacklisted
the Russian Central Bank. Moreover, many influential Western companies have
closed or suspended their operations in Russia (Dzandzava 2022).
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Russia’s invasion of Ukraine also led to the cancellation of the long-awaited
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline project. Many critics, including US and Ukrainian
officials, opposed the pipeline during its development, arguing that it would give
Russia more political influence over Ukraine and the European gas market. In
August, Russia indefinitely suspended operations of Nord Stream 1, which supplied
a third of its natural gas to the European market.

Despite the grave consequences of the war, the West has provided a range of
economic, political, and military aid that has helped Ukraine on the battlefield and
contributed to Russia’s isolation from the West. Politically, the EU has not only
accepted millions of Ukrainian refugees but also welcomed Ukraine as a candidate
for EU membership (Herman 2015).

NATO has condemned Russia’s war in Ukraine in the strongest possible terms,
calling it “the greatest security challenge of all.” The alliance calls on Russia to
immediately cease hostilities, withdraw all its troops from Ukraine, and work
toward a peaceful, diplomatic solution. The supply of weapons and equipment to
Ukraine (by individual NATO allies) and the imposition of unprecedented sanctions
are largely taking place outside the framework of NATO (Herman 2015). To deter
further Russian aggression and reassure its allies, NATO has significantly
strengthened its deterrent posture by deploying large forces and equipment on the
eastern flank of the alliance's territory (Herman 2015).

NATO's Role in the Russia-Ukraine War

NATO has always emphasized its role as a defensive alliance and that it does not
seek war with Russia, as reaffirmed in NATO's 2022 Strategic Concept. “NATO does
not seek confrontation and does not pose a threat to the Russian Federation. We will
continue to respond to Russia's threats and hostile actions with shared responsibility.
We will significantly strengthen the deterrence and defense of all Allies, enhance our
resilience to Russian coercion, and support our partners against malign interference and
aggression. In light of its hostile policies and actions, we cannot consider the Russian
Federation a partner. However, we are ready to maintain open channels of
communication with Moscow to manage and mitigate risks, prevent escalation, and
enhance transparency. We seek stability and predictability in the Euro-Atlantic area and
between NATO and the Russian Federation. Any change in our relationship is
conditional on the Russian Federation ceasing its aggressive behavior and fully
complying with its obligations under international law” (NATO 2022).

Despite Russia's attempts to stop NATO's expansion policy and show everyone
that it will retain control over its sphere of interest, Russia welcomed NATO's
approach to its borders (Japaridze 2021). In addition to increasing its numbers and
defense capabilities, Russia's aggressive policy in Eastern Europe has led to the
process of NATO accession of neutral states Sweden and Finland, where Finland
has now become the 31st member of the alliance and Sweden the 32nd. Western
states are united in their policy towards Ukraine and are ready to support it as long
as necessary. Russia is also accused of violating the international order and
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disregarding international law, which has long-term negative consequences for the
world order and system (Japaridze 2021).

New World Order and Scenarios for the Development of Events

The events of the last decade have revealed the instability of the international
system, where climate, technology, hunger, health care, and many other issues have
become secondary issues. When considering security issues and in the face of the
destructive system that has been created, NATO also needs to address the issue of
expansion; This process is seen by some as a source of stability, while by others it
is seen as a subject for further escalation and controversy. The debate over NATO
expansion has been going on since the end of the Cold War. The most controversial
aspirant countries are Georgia and Ukraine, often referred to as “transitional states”;
that is, states that are somewhere in between, fully separated from the Soviet past,
but unable to fully transition to the Western world (Japaridze 2021). The lack of
consensus on the admission of Georgia and Ukraine leaves open the question of
how NATO should engage with these states while maintaining organizational
credibility. As a rule, states should be free to determine and choose their security
policies, but Russia has made its position clear in Georgia by starting a war in 2008,
and in Ukraine, first by annexing Crimea in 2014 and then directly demanding
confirmation of non-expansion of NATO, before invading Ukraine in 2022 (Kipiani
2022). Today, we live in an era in which a new world order is emerging. In
international relations, this word has different meanings. Depending on the context
(in Latin, PAX), it means peace, as well as the order resulting from the influence of
a certain dominant country or countries - global or regional rules of conduct
established by great powers. Of these two meanings, "order" actually refers to the
type of situation in which dominant states offer others the stability necessary for
them to comply with the rules of conduct. Moreover, such a state uses all the
possibilities that have written or unwritten legitimacy to ensure the implementation
of these rules. The formation of such a new order is particularly noteworthy for
ensuring the national security of small and medium-sized states.

Against the backdrop of the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war, we can consider four
possible scenarios for the development of events (GIP 2023).

Scenario I - Ukraine Wins!

Against the backdrop of continuous and strategic armaments from the West, as
well as international pressure on Russia, Ukraine managed to launch a successful
counterattack, followed by de-occupation and strengthening of Ukraine to maintain
its strategic advantage. This will contribute to NATO's policy of eastward expansion,
which is of paramount importance for the alliance. Russia's defeat will inevitably
lead to the weakening of its influence in the region and beyond, which will open a
Euro-Atlantic window of opportunity for Ukraine, Moldova, and Georgia. Referring
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to the three countries as an associated trio in the European perspective will
significantly increase the integration prospects of all three states.

Scenario II - Freezing the Conflict

In addition to the fact that the loss of manpower in the Russo-Ukrainian war,
especially on the Russian side, is quite high, public sentiment towards this war is
changing. In addition to the population of Russia and Ukraine, the policies of the
United States, the European Union, and NATO, their member states, are also
changing. This war is associated with quite large costs, and the continuation of the
war will significantly increase these costs. Based on the above, Western states,
against the background of increased military spending and casualties, may push the
opposing sides to freeze the conflict. This, in turn, will allow both sides to recover,
and Ukraine additional time on the path to rapprochement with the European Union
and NATO.

Scenario III - Russia Achieves its Goal

In the event of Russia's success, which may be caused by a decrease in support
from the West, primarily the United States, increased casualties, and depletion of
resources, Ukraine will be forced to make concessions. However, this scenario of
events is unlikely. This will certainly lead to the end of the Euro-Atlantic perspective
for Ukraine for a long time, a change of government, and the recognition of the
occupied regions as Russian territory.

Scenario IV - NATO-Russia Confrontation

The return of control over the occupied territories, including Crimea, by
Ukraine could lead to the use of tactical nuclear weapons by Russia. Russia has
frequently warned leading Western states not to supply Ukraine with heavy
weapons, as this is perceived as a direct threat to Russia. The penetration of missiles
supplied by the West into Russian territory by Ukraine and the use of nuclear
weapons by Russia could very likely lead to NATO involvement in the war.

Conclusion

In general, it can be said that NATO has been and is one of the important
participants in the international system since its founding in 1949. The alliance has
adapted to the changing geopolitical reality over the years. The post-Cold War era
has presented NATO with new challenges and opportunities, including the need to
expand its mission beyond the area of collective defense responsibility, which in
turn included military operations, crisis management, the deployment of peacekeeping
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forces in conflict zones, etc (Brittain 2025). In addition, NATO has to cope with
new threats such as terrorism, cyberattacks, instability in the Balkans and the Middle
East, and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. It is emphasized that
NATO has implemented several transformations for the security of the Euro-
Atlantic area, including the expansion of the Alliance, the creation of new
partnership programs, and the development of other new capabilities. These changes
have allowed NATO to integrate into the new security environment and maintain
its relevance in the conditions of the new world order.

The dynamics of state development demonstrate that at different stages of
history, the national interests of countries change. In international relations, there
are states that direct their interests towards common collective goals, but at the same
time, we encounter states whose interests are related to territorial expansion and the
acquisition and maintenance of violent dominance.

The ongoing Russo-Ukrainian war demonstrates that Russia has turned against
the civilized world and is trying to restore the Soviet Union in a new form. Russia’s
ambitious foreign policy intentions confirm its unstable policy, which disregards the
sovereignty of countries and creates an unstable environment for world security.
Russia openly demanded guarantees that NATO would not expand to the east, and
in parallel with the refusal, it continued its military buildup.

As for Ukraine, the country has long played an important role in the global
security order.

Today, the country is at the forefront of the renewed rivalry between great
powers, and this geopolitical confrontation, according to many analysts, will be
maintained in international relations for decades to come.

The Russia-Ukraine war is shaping the rules and conditions of the new world
order, the spheres of influence, and the interests of the great powers. Although
Ukraine was not a member, the country strengthened its ties with NATO for years,
even before the war that began in 2022. Ukraine conducted annual military exercises
with the alliance and in 2020 became one of six enhanced capabilities partners,
which meant leading status for the bloc’s closest non-member allies. Moreover,
Kyiv confirmed its goal to eventually gain full NATO membership.

Also, regarding NATO expansion policy, it is important to note the words of
former US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin “Putin’s war is not a result of NATO
expansion, Putin’s war is the reason for NATO expansion.”

In addition, the study shows that NATO is facing new, more difficult challenges
in the wake of the Russia-Ukraine war, and NATO member states are closely
monitoring the developments around Ukraine. The study noted the importance of
protecting NATO's core values of democracy, individual freedom, and the rule of
law, which are being shaped by the new world order.

Overall, we can conclude that NATO's role in the new world order is very
relevant and the alliance must remain flexible, adaptable, and relevant in order to
ensure its contribution to global peace and security in the future.

Russia's invasion of Ukraine and the West's reaction have given new impetus
to NATO's enlargement policy. The world, which has changed in the process of
forming a new world order, has clearly shown everyone that the threat of a third
world war exists and threatens the future of humanity differently. These threats are
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multifaceted and are well-known to scientists, political scientists, diplomats, and
international relations specialists. Within the framework of the study, there was an
attempt to analyze some aspects of NATO enlargement policy, which is taking place
against the backdrop of irreversible integration processes of the modern world order.
This analysis provides important advice for modern architects of world politics.
When it comes to the process of forming a new world order, all countries need to
have a clearly formulated and scientifically substantiated approach to the prospects
and challenges of integration into NATO to avoid new threats. The foreign policy
peculiarities of various countries do not exclude cooperation with Russia, but in the
long term, only if Russia abandons its imperial ambitions and authoritarian style of
government, although all this is hindered by the socio-cultural and ethno-psychological
specifics of Russia.

As for the formation of a new world order, the word has different meanings in
international relations. Depending on the context, in Latin PAX means peace, as
well as an order that arises from the influence of a certain dominant country or
countries. In particular, we are talking about global or regional rules established by
great powers. Of these two meanings, as mentioned above, “order” actually means
the type of situation when dominant states offer others the stability necessary to
observe the rules of behavior. Moreover, such a state uses all the opportunities that
it enjoys in terms of written or unwritten legitimacy to ensure the implementation
of these rules. The formation of such a new order is especially noteworthy for
ensuring the national security of small or medium-sized states.

Finally, it should be noted that the Russian-Ukrainian war is changing the
existing world order and a new one is being formed, the prospects of which depend
on the process of the war and its end. One thing that can be said with certainty is
that the world is still struggling to divide spheres of influence and territories, and the
international system is moving beyond a rules-based order.
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